Menuet and air
from Castor et Pollux

Menuet and air, “Naissez dons de Flore,” from the prologue to Castor
et Pollux (1737)

For discussion, see p- 118.

Score: Rameau, Castor et Pollux (Paris, 1737), 27 and 29-32. From the
copy in the Music Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Recording: Rameau, Castor et Pollux. Concentus Musicus Wien;
Nikolaus Harnoncourt, Musical Direction; Stockholmer
Kammerchor; Eric Ericson, Conductor. Zeger Vandersteene,
L’Amour. Das Alte Werk 8.35048ZB (1972). The master
recording was re-recorded with the permission of Teldec
Classics International GmbH.

Text translation

LOVE:

LOVE:
Arise, gifts of Flora, Young Zephyr,
peace must revive you, Fly and escape pleasure!
arise, it’s time to blossom forth; Pour out flowers!
for us, it’s the time to love. Hearts at every moment make
the most charming knots.
CHORUS: Let us lend our wings to the beauties,
Arise, gifts of Flora, etc. to make more lovers happy.
CHORUS:

Young Zephyr, etc.
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