
WILLIAM YOUNG
(d.1662)

William Young is best known for his work done while in the service of the Archduke
of Austria, notably the printed set of Sonatas and Airs of 1653. Recently a second
print has been discovered containing the nine pieces for Treble, Tenor, Bass, and
Continuo, hitherto called fantasias, but styled ‘Sonatas’ in the print (Innsbruck, 1659).

Receipt of later information since these pages were first drawn up has made necessary
some revision of our numbering, which where possible follows that of Richards, of
the bass viol pieces (see BASS R). At the end of the works for two bass viols:

RC 24 has been made No. 1 of the Solo Divisions.
RC 23 has been assigned to Butler and replaced by the former RC 30.
RC 25 has been assigned to Jenkins (RC 63).
RC 26-29, four solo dances, now appear as Prelude 16, Allemande 19, Courante 20
and Sarabande 18 of the 30 airs for solo bass viol.

Stephen Morris is currently engaged on a dissertation about Young’s life and works,
and we are very grateful to him for much help, not least his catalogue of Young’s
compositions. ‘M’ numbers refer to the Morris Catalogue (in progress).

It is now believed that William Young of Austria composed all the music ascribed to
‘Young’ in English manuscripts and that the eponymous wind player at the English
Court (d.1671) can be disregarded as a possible composer of any of them.
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