


























THOMAS TOMKINS
(1572—1656)

The latest (and very full) account of Tomkins’s life and works is TOMKINS B. Comments
on the consort music are by Denis Stevens, revised from his earlier account in TOMKINS S.

The three-part works and three of the five-part pavans can be dated before 1659, when
John Merro died. Pavan 6, the very well known chromatic pavan, appears both in FWVB
and in Tregian’s score, and can be dated before 1619.

As some published editions of the three-part works have already employed Merro’s
numbering, this is adopted herein, in preference to separate lists of In Nomines and
fantasies. There seems little doubt that Fantasy 17 is by Tomkins, placed as it is with eleven
other anonymous but recognisable pieces by Tomkins, forming the entire contents of GB-
Och MSS 1018-20.

For recent studies of the instrumental works of Tomkins, see TOMKINS I1, I2 and I3.
John Irving has edited the complete consort music as MB 59.

Tomkins is remembered not only for his own work but for his ownership and use,
possibly for instruction, of an important keyboard and score book, GB-Add MS 29996; see
TOMKINS C and FERRABOSCO II D.

As noted under Gibbons, affinities exist between passages in Tomkins and passages in
Gibbons and Lawes.
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TURNER, William (1651-1740)
(1632-1687)

Airs in C Major a3
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