








WILLIAM LAWES

(1602-1645)

These pages set out all the chamber music for bowed strings of William Lawes that is
known to us. -

The principal work done on Lawes is that by Lefkowitz (e.g. LAWES L1), Field
(CONSORTS F) and Pinto (e.g. LAWES P3).

To an extent not met with in Jenkins’s music, the miscellaneous airs, in many different
settings, overlap with the main collections such as the five-part, six-part and Harp
consorts. With Jenkins, the few airs which appear in different collections have been
allowed to remain there, linked by suitable cross-references; with Lawes, each air
appears once only, in what is deemed to be the most appropriate place.

Moreover, all the works are numbered serially throughout the Index, starting with the
principal collections and finishing with the miscellaneous airs, and each piece has a
unique ‘air number’ for easy reference. For example, ‘The Air from the five-part
Consort in F’ identifies a particular setting; however, if only the tune—regardless of
key or setting—is under consideration, ‘Air 80’ quickly locates it. Nevertheless, such a
procedure has obscured the grouping of several well-defined sets of airs; to make up
for this, the following list, which shows the organisation of some apparently-popular
four-part sets, is offered:

GB-Ob MSS Mus Sch E.431—6 and F.568—9
Set in g: Pav 101, Air 103, Cor 338, Air 70, Cor 339.
Set in G: Pav 79, Air 320, Air 80, Cor 322.

GB-Lbl Add MSS 40657-61
Set in g: Air-fant 336, Air 337, Air 103, Cor 339.

The following list shows the various names by which the Royall Consort and its
subdivisions were known:

Source Name Given to Suites
C The Royall Consort 1-10
D The Royall Consort 1-6
F Flat Ayres; Sharp Ayres 1-3; 4-6
G The Royall Consort 1-6
H Mr W.L. his Consort 7-10
H Mr Lawes his Great Consort 1-10
K Mr William Lawes Royall Consort 1-3 etc.

Lack of space has made difficulties in showing some modern editions: Royall Consort
(Old and New versions) =LAWES P6a and 6b; Complete three-part airs = LAWES D2
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LILIUS, Franciszek (Francis Lily)
(d.1657)
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John LILLIE
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