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DORF Progress Monitoring 20 DORF Progress Monitoring 1
My Friend is From Korea Riding the Bus to School

It all started last year. Our class decided to find a pen pal 13 I ride a big yellow bus to school. I stand on the corner of our 15
from another country. I chose a girl my age from Korea. I wrote 26 street with my friends and we wait for the bus. My friend’s 27
to her and she wrote back! We found out we like a lot of the 41 grandma waits with us. When it’s raining, she holds an umbrella 38
same things. We both like our family. I told her all about my 54 to keep us dry. Sometimes when it’s cold she brings us hot 50
little brother and how he makes me laugh. She told me about her 67 chocolate. 51
big sister who takes her on the bus to the movies. 78 I leave my house to walk to the bus stop after my parents go 65

We sent each other our picture and described where we live. 89 to work. I watch the clock so I know when to leave. Sometimes 78
As we wrote more and more letters I learned about her and she 102 mom phones me from her office to remind me. Sometimes she 89
learned about me. We both like to eat, and dessert is our favorite 115 can’t call, so I have to be sure to watch the time. 101
part. The food we eat is very different, though. Even the desserts 127 Our bus driver puts his flashing yellow lights on and then 112
are different. Her favorite is Korean pear. My favorite is 137 stops right next to us. When he has stopped he turns the red 125
strawberry ice cream. 140 lights on so all the cars will stop. He makes sure we are all 139

My parents took me to the Asian Festival so I could sample 152 sitting down before he starts to go. He watches out for us very 152
different Korean foods. I liked most of them. I liked the soups 164 carefully. 153
with noodles in them the best. My friend said she tried some 176 My friends and I are the first ones to be picked up by the bus. 168
American foods. She liked pizza but didn’t like hot dogs. 186 We like to sit right behind the bus driver and watch while he 181

We like to spend time learning about each other. My friend is 198 picks up all the other kids. We know where everyone lives. By 193
teaching me to count and to write my name. I am teaching her 211 the time we get to our school, the bus is almost full. Sometimes 206
the names of the week. I was surprised that her favorite song was 224 the kids get noisy and the driver has to remind us to keep it 220
the same as my favorite song. I hope we are able to meet in 238 down. He says their noise makes it hard for him to concentrate 232
person someday. 240 and drive safely. I am glad that our bus driver is so careful. 245
Retell: Total: Retell: Total:
01234567891011 12 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 0123456789 1011 12 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48
49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71
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DOREF Progress Monitoring 18

If I Had a Cat

DOREF Progress Monitoring 3

Open House at My School
We had open house at my school last week. My whole family 12
went, my mom, my grandma, and I. We sat together at my table 25
in my room. It was a tight squeeze for my mom and grandma, 38
but they made it. My class has second and third graders in it. 51

Some of my friends were there and their families came, too. My 63
best friend was there. His stepfather and mother sat with him at 75
his table. They took up the whole table because his little brother 87
came along. [ waved at him. 93

My other friend and her big sister came, too. Their family 104
had two classes to visit at the same time because her brother goes 117

to my school, too. Her mom went to her brother’s room, and her 130

big sister came to her room. 136
I like my teacher a lot. Our room looked really nice. Our 148
teacher had been saving all of our best penmanship and 158

drawings. They were hung all over the walls. My grandmother 168
could tell right away which ones were mine. She used to be an 181
artist. She says I take after her. 188

My teacher told all the parents how important it is for them 200
to make sure we do our homework. He said anytime they have 212

questions about us they can talk to him. Afterwards he talked to 224

If I had a cat, I’d name her Princess. I’d treat her just like a 15
princess. She would wear a gold ribbon with a big bow around 27
her neck. She’d sleep on a red velvet pillow. She’d eat out of a 41
fancy dish just like that white cat on TV. 50

My cat Princess would have green eyes. Her eyes would be 61
narrow slits most of the time. Her eyes would be wide as marbles 74
whenever she looked at me. She would like me the very best of 87
all the people in the world. 93

I can’t have a cat because I have allergies. When I touch a cat 107
my nose starts itching. If I touch my face after touching a cat, my 121
eyes swell up. Sometimes I have trouble breathing. My mom has 132
to give me medicine when that happens. If I'm at school when I 145
have trouble breathing I have to go to the office and see the 158
nurse. 159

Our neighbor has a cat named Gray Kitty. Gray Kitty likes 170
me. He always comes up and rubs my legs. Even if I don’t touch 184
him I might start itching. I feel bad that I have to run away from 199
Gray Kitty, because he likes me. 205

One day our neighbor surprised me. She gave me a cat of my 218
own! Not a real live cat, but a stuffed one. She has silky fur and 233
big green eyes and a gold ribbon with a big bow around her 246
neck. I named her Princess and I can hold her all I want. 259
Retell: Total:
01234567891011 12 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48
49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71
72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94
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my mom and me. He said what a good job I was doing and my 239
mom gave me a big hug when we left. 248
Retell: Total:

01234567891011 12 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48
49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71
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DOREF Progress Monitoring 16

Going to the Movies at Home

DOREF Progress Monitoring 5

The Wind Has a Job to Do

I love going to the movies. My favorite place to go to a 13
movie is not at the theater, though. My family doesn’t like to go 26
to the theater. Mom says we have to plan ahead so we don’t miss 40
the first part of the movie. Dad says we have to hunt for a 54
parking place. My big brother says if we are late we have to take 68
the worst seats. My sister says it’s too noisy. 77

The favorite place for my family to see movies is at home. 89
We don’t have to find a parking place. We have the best seats in 103
the house, our big soft couch. We can even lie on the floor on 117
pillows if we want to. We don’t even have to wear shoes. 129

We can watch a movie anytime we want. Even our dog, 140
Boots, can watch the movies with us. Sometimes I can invite my 152
friend or my cousin over. The popcorn is free at home and we 165
can have all the seconds we want. 172

Sometimes Mom and Dad let me pick out the movie with 183
their help. We go to the video store and rent it for the night or the 199
weekend. On special nights Mom and Dad let me rent two 210
movies. Dad makes the popcorn and we all get comfortable in 221
the family room. I love going to the movies. 230
Retell: Total:
01234567891011 12 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48
49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71
72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94
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I learned that the wind is important for more than flying kites 12
or making our wind chime make music. Without the wind, our 23
world wouldn’t have any people, food, or animals. Wind moves 33
the heat from the sun all around the planet. Without the wind, 45
about half of the earth would be too hot for any living thing. 58
Most of the rest of the earth would be too cold. In fact, most of 73
our country would be under ice. 79
Wind is useful to all living things. It brings moisture up from 91
the oceans into the air. Then the wind blows the moisture 102
around. The moisture falls as rain, dew, or snow and ice. 113
Many plants and trees depend on the wind. The wind helps 124
them spread their seeds to new places. Wind also blows pollen 135
around so trees, grass, and grains can ripen. Without the wind, 146
farmers couldn’t grow corn or wheat. Bees help the wind spread 157
pollen. Their job is to fly from blossom to blossom with pollen 169
on their feet and wings. 174
You can see for yourself how the wind spreads seeds. The 185
next time you see a yellow dandelion that has turned into a white 198
puftball, blow it. Or, if you find a maple tree seed with wings 211
that looks like a helicopter, throw it. You’ll see all of the seeds 224
go flying and you will be helping the wind do its job. 236
Retell: Total:
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DOREF Progress Monitoring 14 DOREF Progress Monitoring 7
I’'m Adopted I’'m a Good Babysitter

My mother and father wanted me so much they adopted me. 11 When I turned twelve years old I got to babysit for the first 13
They said there were already too many children without homes. 21 time. My aunt asked my parents if I could babysit my cousin. My 26
They wanted to make a family with a child who needed a home 34 aunt and uncle wanted to go to the movies. They said they would 39
so they started looking for a baby girl to adopt. 44 pay me! My cousin is two and still wears diapers. She knows me 52

They said they didn’t care what she looked like or what 55 pretty well because my mother and my aunt are sisters. We 63
country she came from. All they cared about was that she was 67 spend a lot of weekends together and we live in the same town. 76
healthy and that she needed a family to love her. They searched 79 My parents talked it over and said yes. My uncle picked me 88
for just the right little girl who needed a home. Finally, they 91 up after supper and took me to their house. My cousin was 100
found her. 93 waiting at the door. She was ready for bed and wearing her 112

It just so happened that I was that little girl. My mother and 106 slippers. My aunt told me when to change her and put her in bed. 126
father found me when I was three months old. They said when 118 My aunt said we could both have graham crackers and apple 137
they saw me it was love at first sight. They could tell I loved 132 juice for a snack and that my cousin loved bedtime stories. She 149
them, too, so they took me home and made me their little girl. I 146 gave me her cell phone number in case I had a problem. Mom 162
don’t remember it ever being any different. 153 called me about three times while I was babysitting. She said it 174

Last year we decided it would be nice to add a little brother 166 was to make sure [ was doing okay. 182
to our family. We looked and looked for a little boy who needed 179 My cousin didn’t even cry when her mom and dad drove 193
a family. It took a long time for everything to be arranged, but 192 away. I read her ‘Goodnight, Moon,” and ‘Pat the Bunny.’ I 204
now | have a little brother. He isn’t big enough to play with yet, 206 washed her face and changed her. She didn’t even cry when [ put 217
but he likes to be held and walked. I think he likes me already. 220 her in bed. Once my aunt called to see if everything was all right. 231
We are a pretty special family. 226 I just watched TV until they came home. I think babysitting is 243
Retell: Total: fun and I hope my aunt asks me again. 252
01234567891011 12 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Retell: Total:
2022020031 282380 DA R s o e T
72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71
72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94

© 2002 Dynamic Measurement Group, Inc. Page 16 © 2002 Dynamic Measurement Group, Inc. Page 9




G1 9Seqd

"ouT ‘dnoin) juswaInseayy orweuAq 7007 ©

01 938eq

"ouT ‘dnoin) JuswaInseayy orweuAq 7007 ©

¥6 €6 T6 16 06 68 88 L8 98 S8 ¥8 €8 T8 18 08 6L 8L LL 9L SL ¥L €L TL
IL 0L 69 89 L9 99 S9 ¥9 €9 T9 19 09 6S 8S LS 9S SS ¥S €S TS IS 0S 6F
8V LY 9Y SY ¥¥ &V TF 1Y OF 6€ 8¢ LE 9¢€ S€ € €€ TE 1€ 0¢ 6T 8T LT 9T
STCYCcec e 1T 0T 61 8L LI QT ST #L €1 CL IO 68L9SYETIO

Je10], ey

Lee
(444
[4¥4
00¢
L81
181
991
€Sl
6¢1
¢cl
14!
01T
96
€8
6L
89
199
)4
14
Cl

"unys Ino 309301d 03 UAIOSUNS
INO JBOM 0} JOQUIDWIAI SABM[B P[NOYS M SABS JUS "9[nI
UMO IO Sey WOA “Idjem a3 ojur duokue 3urysnd ou pue Suruuni
OU :S9[NI Y} JOqUIdWIAI Isn[ noA J1 dwiry 8213 B 9ARY UBD NO X
"QWI0D SIABM U} udyMm SuOo[e JeoJ
1snf om sowmowog 'sn ysnd 0} 9AeM 91} 10J JIeM PUB eI B UO 193
I pue pudLy Aw sownawos ‘[0od oy} SSOIdE SN dAOW 1 }9] pue
aAem ) Jo doj uo Juns Apoq 9\ “Aem Ino dwod 0} sdAem J1q
oy} J10J Yojem | pue SpudLyy AN 159q a3 [ood aaem o3 oYI] |
"SpuoLy
INOK IIM 31 UMOP 03 UBD NOA PuUE PIM ST IPI[S JOYI0 A [, ‘W0}0q
o} 03 303 NOA UIYM JOJeM A} UI JNO NOA SISSO0) I "PIOOID pue
[18} AIQA SI 9PI[S du() "00) ‘[00d a1 18 SIPI[S JoJem Ik I ],
‘3e} 191BM IYI] sowed
Keld om sowmowos pue ‘areym jueld € w, | pudjard [ sowmnowos
"JOM [[e WAy} 393 [ 0S UJOO] 30U dIB SPUALY AW UdYM yselds
31q & s ur dunl 03 o11 1 “ur dwmn( | udym [Jequouued & op
ued [ "SPUSLIy AW YIIM SOOBI dARY JO sde] wims ued | *op 03 s3ury)
JO S10] 918 219} “I93eM I} UI JJO SuIj009 sapIsag ‘jood ay) 03
3uro3 uet 10130 1] [ SUIYoU S, 213y} Aep JoWWNS J0Y & UQ
[004 Surwimg 9y} 03 3uron

€] SULIOJIUOA SSaIS0Id 1JOd

¥6 €6 T6 16 06 68 88 L8 98 S8 ¥8 €8 T8 18 08 6L 8L LL 9L SL ¥L €L TL
IL 0L 69 89 L9 99 S9 ¥9 €9 T9 19 09 6S 8S LS 9S SS ¥S €S TS IS 0S 6V
8V LY 9Y SY ¥¥ €V TF 1Y OF 6€ 8¢ LE 9¢€ S€ € €€ TE 1€ 0¢ 6T 8T LT 9T
SCYCcec e 1T 0T 61 8L LI Q9T ST #L €1 CL I OL 68L9SYETIO

Je10], ey

61¢
01¢
L61
¢8l
SLI
P91
€Sl
6¢1
¢cl
STl
€01
06
6L
99
€S
144
143
1C
01

ow [1e Jo dweyd preoqapynys oy} w, | sAes edpuein
‘uoqquI AN[q € UOM PUB SWEd) JAYI0 ) JO Aue Jo syurod jsowr
o 103 A\ preoqapynys ur sdujred S1y 9q pnod [ pres edpuein)
‘Ke1d 03 o1doad 103 sowre3 pue s3s91U09 1M 1Y, “ooe[d
s edpuei3 Aw je Kep A[rwuej [e109ds & sem 197 JooMm JSe]
"1IN0J A} JO IPIS Y} JJO SA03 31 ons oy I
noK J1 "IeJ 00} yonw s903 NSIp a3 ‘IseJ 00} ysnd noA J “Aqyroows
K134 ys1p o3 ysnd 03 st [jom Surkerd 03 10109s o) SAeS OH oAl
sem [ uoym paeoqapgnys Aerd 03 moy sw jy3ne) edpuein)
"SYSIp a3 ysnd noA moy noqe [njared K194 2q 03 9ALY NO X
"uondIS FUOIM Y} UI Spue] NSIP JNOA J1 sjurod ud} 9SO[ ULd NO X
‘sjurod ud) J0 ‘JY3I9 ‘USAJS 193 UBD NO A "SIdqUINU [IIM PIIeW
sooeds ojur SYSIp 9y} 393 03 A1) NO X “[em 3 umop sysIp ysnd
03 )o1s 3u0] ® sasn 1oAe[d yoeq -owes € 910J9q J[eM A} SIXBM
edpuein) y[em yroows AIdA & uo paAe[d s1 preoqanys
"SuIm udjo pue 1dAe[d poo3 A12A e st edpuein) -dwnAue
Jouyaed s1y 9q ued | sAes O "WIY )M W S} Y SAWI)OWOS
pue Aeyd 03 say1] edpuein) preoqapynys Aed a19y3 usw oy Jo
1SOJN "SOAI] edpueI3d AW 919yM 1IN0J PIBROQ[HNYS B ST I,
edpueln) ypm preoqayynys Surke[d

{ SULIOJIUOA SSaI30Id 14O




DOREF Progress Monitoring 12

When Grandpa and I Garden

When I visit Grandpa he lets me help him in his garden. 12
Grandpa says I have a green thumb. I don’t know why he says 25
that because my hands always get dark brown from the dirt. 36

We made a space in his garden just for me to grow things. 49
We pulled up the weeds and made the dirt smooth and flat. 61
Grandpa showed me how to use a hoe. He let me pick seeds to 75
plant. I like to eat radishes and carrots so I wanted to plant those. 89
I have one row of each. Grandpa likes strawberries so he grows 101
those. He said I could eat some anytime I want. 111

Together we planted four rows of corn and two rows of 122
beans. Grandpa also planted potatoes and squash. The plants are 132
starting to come up now. At first they were so tiny I could hardly 146
see them. When the days warmed up, the plants shot up like 158
weeds. Now the strawberries are turning red. 165

It’s a lot of work having a garden. We have to keep it 178
watered and pull the weeds. We have to watch out for bugs and 191
slugs. All the work is worth it when the strawberries are ready to 204
pick. We have strawberry short cake for desert with fresh ripe 215
strawberries from the garden! 219
Retell: Total:
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DOREF Progress Monitoring 9

I Want to Fly in Space

© 2002 Dynamic Measurement Group, Inc.

Page 14

When I grow up I want to fly in space. I have my plan all 15
worked out. First [ will go to college and then I am going to 29
learn how to fly planes. I will fly very fast planes that can go 43
faster than the speed of sound. When I can fly planes very well, I 57
will learn how to fly space ships. 64

I will get to wear a silvery space suit and live inside a space 78
ship. I will be inside the space ship when we blast into space. 91
When I am up in space, I will watch the sun and moon comeup 106
every day. I will be so close to the stars that I can count them. 121
Maybe I will see other space ships and wave as they go by. I will 136
float around whenever [ want. It will be just like flying. 147

I will get to put on my space suit and walk in space. WhenI 162
look down I will see the green and blue earth far below. I might 176
even be able to see where I live. I will be on TV to describe what 192
I see. The whole world will be watching and listening to me. 204

When we get to the moon, I will walk all across the surface. 217
It will be dusty and crunchy. I will pick up samples of moon 230
rocks to bring back. I want to drive all over the moon in a little 245
moon buggy. I will plant the flag on the moon. I might even see 259
some little green aliens running around. I can’t wait to fly in 271
space. 272
Retell: Total:
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Riding the Bus to School

I ride a big yellow bus to school. I stand on the corner of our
street with my friends and we wait for the bus. My friend’s
grandma waits with us. When it’s raining, she holds an umbrella
to keep us dry. Sometimes when it’s cold she brings us hot
chocolate.

I leave my house to walk to the bus stop after my parents go
to work. I watch the clock so I know when to leave. Sometimes
mom phones me from her office to remind me. Sometimes she
can’t call, so I have to be sure to watch the time.

Our bus driver puts his flashing yellow lights on and then
stops right next to us. When he has stopped he turns the red
lights on so all the cars will stop. He makes sure we are all
sitting down before he starts to go. He watches out for us very
carefully.

My friends and I are the first ones to be picked up by the bus.
We like to sit right behind the bus driver and watch while he
picks up all the other kids. We know where everyone lives. By
the time we get to our school, the bus is almost full. Sometimes
the kids get noisy and the driver has to remind us to keep it
down. He says their noise makes it hard for him to concentrate
and drive safely. I am glad that our bus driver is so careful.

DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency Progress Monitoring 1
© 2002 Dynamic Measurement Group, Inc. Revised: 06/06/02



Twins

Six years ago my family grew from two people to four
people in one day. That was the day my sister and I were born.
That was the day Mom and Dad had to start buying two of
everything. My mom and dad say we were much more than
twice the work of one baby. They also said we gave back more
than twice as much love and fun.

We look just alike because we are i1dentical twins, but we
don’t act just the same. My sister likes peas and beans and I hate
them. I like grape juice and she likes apple juice. She likes to
read. I would rather climb a tree than read a book.

Mom and Dad are the only ones who can tell us apart when
we dress the same. They know the secret. I have a mole on my
ear and my sister doesn’t. We look so much alike that we can
even fool Grandma and Grandpa.

It’s nice to be a twin sometimes. We always have someone
our own age who will share our secrets. Sometimes we don’t
want to share everything. Sometimes it is nice to have my mom
or my toys all to myself. Dad says we aren’t really that much
alike because no person is exactly like anyone else.
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Open House at My School

We had open house at my school last week. My whole family
went, my mom, my grandma, and I. We sat together at my table
in my room. It was a tight squeeze for my mom and grandma,
but they made it. My class has second and third graders 1n it.
Some of my friends were there and their families came, too. My
best friend was there. His stepfather and mother sat with him at
his table. They took up the whole table because his little brother
came along. I waved at him.

My other friend and her big sister came, too. Their family
had two classes to visit at the same time because her brother goes
to my school, too. Her mom went to her brother’s room, and her
big sister came to her room.

I like my teacher a lot. Our room looked really nice. Our
teacher had been saving all of our best penmanship and
drawings. They were hung all over the walls. My grandmother
could tell right away which ones were mine. She used to be an
artist. She says I take after her.

My teacher told all the parents how important it is for them
to make sure we do our homework. He said anytime they have
questions about us they can talk to him. Afterwards he talked to
my mom and me. He said what a good job I was doing and my
mom gave me a big hug when we left.
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Colors of the Rainbow

I decided my favorite color is the rainbow. It has all the
colors in it, red, yellow, blue, green, and purple. They are all my
favorite colors. How could I ever choose just one?

Red makes me feel like smiling. I love red cards and shiny
red apples. My favorite type of candy is a red gum drop. My
favorite flower is a red rose. I’'m happy when I get to see a red
sunset.

Blue makes me feel like taking a nap. My bed is fluffy blue
and white with clouds all over it. I love the blue sky and ocean.
Blue bubble gum is the best flavor of ice cream.

Yellow makes me feel like jumping rope. I love the sun in
summer and the full moon in the fall. Our meadow is full of
yellow flowers that dance in the breeze. Applesauce is one of my
favorite treats, and it is kind of yellow. Fuzzy yellow ducklings
always make me laugh.

Green makes me feel like climbing a tree. I love playing in
the grass and the fields. Green gummy bears and pears are my
special snacks. My favorite place to go 1s a park filled with trees
and grass.

Purple makes me feel like eating grapes. I use my purple
crayon so much it is almost gone. My favorite backpack is
purple, too. Whenever anyone asks me what my favorite color is,
I tell them it 1s a rainbow.
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The Wind Has a Job to Do

I learned that the wind is important for more than flying kites
or making our wind chime make music. Without the wind, our
world wouldn’t have any people, food, or animals. Wind moves
the heat from the sun all around the planet. Without the wind,
about half of the earth would be too hot for any living thing.
Most of the rest of the earth would be too cold. In fact, most of
our country would be under ice.

Wind is useful to all living things. It brings moisture up from
the oceans into the air. Then the wind blows the moisture
around. The moisture falls as rain, dew, or snow and ice.

Many plants and trees depend on the wind. The wind helps
them spread their seeds to new places. Wind also blows pollen
around so trees, grass, and grains can ripen. Without the wind,
farmers couldn’t grow corn or wheat. Bees help the wind spread
pollen. Their job is to fly from blossom to blossom with pollen
on their feet and wings.

You can see for yourself how the wind spreads seeds. The
next time you see a yellow dandelion that has turned into a white
puftball, blow it. Or, if you find a maple tree seed with wings
that looks like a helicopter, throw it. You’ll see all of the seeds
go flying and you will be helping the wind do its job.
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Writing My Life Story

Today our teacher said we would each write a story. She said
if we wanted we could draw pictures to go with it. I decided to
write my life story. I started with the night I was born. I drew a
picture of me as a tiny baby. I wrote about what my first words
were and how I liked to play.

When I was little I was always making tall towers. My
grandfather said he thought I would build hotels when I grew up.
I drew a picture of me playing with my blocks.

I also liked to ride my scooter and swing on the swings in the
park. I drew pictures of me on my scooter and a picture of my
dad pushing me on the swing. The next picture is of me licking
an ice cream cone and getting it all over me. I still love chocolate
ice cream.

Then I wrote about my first day at school. I wrote about how
I cried and cried because I didn’t want my mother to leave me. I
made a drawing of me with a sad face. The last page is about my
last birthday party. I drew of picture of me blowing out the
candles on my birthday cake. There are six candles and I blew
them all out.
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I’m a Good Babysitter

When I turned twelve years old I got to babysit for the first
time. My aunt asked my parents if I could babysit my cousin. My
aunt and uncle wanted to go to the movies. They said they would
pay me! My cousin is two and still wears diapers. She knows me
pretty well because my mother and my aunt are sisters. We
spend a lot of weekends together and we live in the same town.

My parents talked it over and said yes. My uncle picked me
up after supper and took me to their house. My cousin was
waiting at the door. She was ready for bed and wearing her
slippers. My aunt told me when to change her and put her in bed.

My aunt said we could both have graham crackers and apple
juice for a snack and that my cousin loved bedtime stories. She
gave me her cell phone number in case I had a problem. Mom
called me about three times while I was babysitting. She said it
was to make sure I was doing okay.

My cousin didn’t even cry when her mom and dad drove
away. I read her ‘Goodnight, Moon,” and ‘Pat the Bunny.’ I
washed her face and changed her. She didn’t even cry when I put
her in bed. Once my aunt called to see if everything was all right.
I just watched TV until they came home. I think babysitting is
fun and I hope my aunt asks me again.
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Playing Shuffleboard with Grandpa

There 1s a shuffleboard court where my grandpa lives. Most
of the men there play shuffleboard. Grandpa likes to play and
sometimes he takes me with him. He says I can be his partner
anytime. Grandpa is a very good player and often wins.

Shuffleboard is played on a very smooth walk. Grandpa
waxes the walk before a game. Each player uses a long stick to
push disks down the walk. You try to get the disks into spaces
marked with numbers. You can get seven, eight, or ten points.
You can lose ten points if your disk lands in the wrong section.
You have to be very careful about how you push the disks.

Grandpa taught me how to play shuffleboard when I was
five. He says the secret to playing well is to push the disk very
smoothly. If you push too fast, the disk goes much too far. If you
jerk the stick, it goes off the side of the court.

Last week there was a special family day at my grandpa’s
place. There were contests and games for people to play.
Grandpa said I could be his partner in shuffleboard. We got the
most points of any of the other teams and won a blue ribbon.
Grandpa says I’m the shuffleboard champ of all time.
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I Want to Fly in Space

When I grow up I want to fly in space. I have my plan all
worked out. First I will go to college and then I am going to
learn how to fly planes. I will fly very fast planes that can go
faster than the speed of sound. When I can fly planes very well, I
will learn how to fly space ships.

I will get to wear a silvery space suit and live inside a space
ship. I will be inside the space ship when we blast into space.
When I am up in space, I will watch the sun and moon come up
every day. I will be so close to the stars that I can count them.
Maybe I will see other space ships and wave as they go by. I will
float around whenever I want. It will be just like flying.

I will get to put on my space suit and walk in space. When I
look down I will see the green and blue earth far below. I might
even be able to see where I live. I will be on TV to describe what
I see. The whole world will be watching and listening to me.

When we get to the moon, I will walk all across the surface.
It will be dusty and crunchy. I will pick up samples of moon
rocks to bring back. I want to drive all over the moon in a little
moon buggy. [ will plant the flag on the moon. I might even see
some little green aliens running around. I can’t wait to fly in
space.
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The New Bookstore

Grandma said, “I want to take you and your sister to the new
bookstore at the mall.” She picked us up from school and drove
us to the mall. The bookstore is huge. There are books on pets,
gardens, hobbies, and travel. There are rows of magazines and
papers. There are tapes, videos, greeting cards, and calendars.

The new bookstore is so big it even has a place to get
something to eat. We asked Grandma if we could have a snack.
She said that we could have cookies and juice. Grandma had
coffee.

Grandma wanted to look at the cookbook section. She
showed us where she would be. Then she took us to the
children’s corner. It was perfect for us. There were pillows and
stuffed toys everywhere. The tables and chairs were all our size.
There were more books than I had ever seen in one place. It was
even bigger than the library. My sister started looking at picture
books. I found books about magic tricks.

Grandma found us and said she was almost ready to go. She
said because we were so good we could each pick out a book to
buy. My sister got, “When you Give a Mouse a Cookie.” I got a
book about secret magic tricks.
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We Celebrate Kwanzaa

One holiday celebrated by African-Americans is Kwanzaa.
Kwanzaa means a gathering time like Thanksgiving. Not only
does it mean the gathering of foods for the winter but the
gathering of family. It began in Africa many years ago. The
holiday reminds us of the way of life of the first African-
Americans.

In America, houses are decorated in black, red, and green for
Kwanzaa. Black stands for the color of the people. Red reminds
us of our struggle. Green is for Africa and hope. Seven candles
are on the table, one for each rule for how to live. An ear of corn
for each child in the family is on the table. Everyone wears
colorful African clothes.

The party lasts for seven days, from the day after Christmas
to New Years’ day. We do not eat during the day. Every night
we feast and light a new candle. For dinner we have chicken and
catfish. We add greens, black-eyed peas and corn bread. For
dessert we have sweet potato pie and carrot cake. After dinner
we play music and dance.

Kwanzaa is also a time for older family members to tell
stories. We remember those who have lived before us. On the
sixth night we give presents to each other. Kwanzaa is a very
special time for our family.
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When Grandpa and I Garden

When I visit Grandpa he lets me help him in his garden.
Grandpa says I have a green thumb. I don’t know why he says
that because my hands always get dark brown from the dirt.

We made a space in his garden just for me to grow things.
We pulled up the weeds and made the dirt smooth and flat.
Grandpa showed me how to use a hoe. He let me pick seeds to
plant. I like to eat radishes and carrots so I wanted to plant those.
I have one row of each. Grandpa likes strawberries so he grows
those. He said I could eat some anytime I want.

Together we planted four rows of corn and two rows of
beans. Grandpa also planted potatoes and squash. The plants are
starting to come up now. At first they were so tiny I could hardly
see them. When the days warmed up, the plants shot up like
weeds. Now the strawberries are turning red.

It’s a lot of work having a garden. We have to keep it
watered and pull the weeds. We have to watch out for bugs and
slugs. All the work is worth it when the strawberries are ready to
pick. We have strawberry short cake for desert with fresh ripe
strawberries from the garden!
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Going to the Swimming Pool

On a hot summer day there’s nothing I like better than going
to the pool. Besides cooling off in the water, there are lots of
things to do. I can swim laps or have races with my friends. I can
do a cannonball when I jump in. I like to jump in with a big
splash when my friends are not looking so I get them all wet.
Sometimes I pretend I’m a giant whale, and sometimes we play
games like water tag.

There are water slides at the pool, too. One slide is very tall
and crooked. It tosses you out in the water when you get to the
bottom. The other slide is wide and you can go down it with your
friends.

I like the wave pool the best. My friends and I watch for the
big waves to come our way. We body surf on top of the wave
and let it move us across the pool. Sometimes my friend and I
get on a raft and wait for the wave to push us. Sometimes we just
float along when the waves come.

You can have a great time if you just remember the rules: no
running and no pushing anyone into the water. Mom has her own
rule. She says we should always remember to wear our
sunscreen to protect our skin.
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I’'m Adopted

My mother and father wanted me so much they adopted me.
They said there were already too many children without homes.
They wanted to make a family with a child who needed a home
so they started looking for a baby girl to adopt.

They said they didn’t care what she looked like or what
country she came from. All they cared about was that she was
healthy and that she needed a family to love her. They searched
for just the right little girl who needed a home. Finally, they
found her.

It just so happened that I was that little girl. My mother and
father found me when I was three months old. They said when
they saw me it was love at first sight. They could tell I loved
them, too, so they took me home and made me their little girl. I
don’t remember it ever being any different.

Last year we decided it would be nice to add a little brother
to our family. We looked and looked for a little boy who needed
a family. It took a long time for everything to be arranged, but
now I have a little brother. He isn’t big enough to play with yet,
but he likes to be held and walked. I think he likes me already.
We are a pretty special family.
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Going to a Play

I went to the play “The Princess and the Pea” with my
friends. The play was performed at the King Theater. Our seats
were in the front row. When the play was about to begin, the
lights were turned down low. When the curtain opened and the
stage lights came on we could see a castle in the clouds on the
stage. Then people walked out on the stage.

Sitting in the front row was fun. We could see everything
that was happening on the stage. All the actors were so close to
us we could see the makeup on their faces. Even the men and
boys wore makeup. We could watch some of the people behind
the curtain as they moved the lights or prepared to go on stage.

At the end of the first act, about halfway through the play,
the actors took a break. The lights came on and we got up from
our seats. We walked out to the lobby to have punch and
cookies. When the lights were turned down again we hurried
back to our seats. When the curtain opened for the second act,
we saw the woods and gardens around the castle.

Everyone clapped when the play was over. The actors came
out on stage and bowed. I took my program up to the stage so the
actors could sign it. They asked if we liked the play. We said we
liked it very much.
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Going to the Movies at Home

I love going to the movies. My favorite place to go to a
movie is not at the theater, though. My family doesn’t like to go
to the theater. Mom says we have to plan ahead so we don’t miss
the first part of the movie. Dad says we have to hunt for a
parking place. My big brother says if we are late we have to take
the worst seats. My sister says it’s too noisy.

The favorite place for my family to see movies is at home.
We don’t have to find a parking place. We have the best seats in
the house, our big soft couch. We can even lie on the floor on
pillows if we want to. We don’t even have to wear shoes.

We can watch a movie anytime we want. Even our dog,
Boots, can watch the movies with us. Sometimes I can invite my
friend or my cousin over. The popcorn is free at home and we
can have all the seconds we want.

Sometimes Mom and Dad let me pick out the movie with
their help. We go to the video store and rent it for the night or the
weekend. On special nights Mom and Dad let me rent two
movies. Dad makes the popcorn and we all get comfortable in
the family room. I love going to the movies.
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I Want to be a Police Officer

I decided I wanted to be a police officer the day two officers
came to our school. They brought a police dog that 1s a member
of their team. They told us all about their jobs and how the police
dog works with them. They said the police spend more time
helping people than anything else. They go wherever there 1s a
problem and they try to help.

The police dog is an important part of the team. A trained
dog can find a missing person after smelling their clothes. He
can help find people who are lost in the woods and he can lead
them out. The officer said that police dogs work hard but they
like to play when they can.

We were allowed to play with the police dog when he was at
our school. We played hide the ball. We tried to find the best
place in the playground to hide the ball. The police dog tried to
find the ball using only his nose. He gave us a big wag of his tail
when he found it.

When a police dog is working, he is very serious and doesn't
play around. He listens carefully to the commands he is given
and he starts work right away. He doesn't care about playing
because he knows he has a job to do. I want to be a police officer
when I grow up so I can help people, too. Maybe I'll be able to
work with a police dog someday.
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If I Had a Cat

If I had a cat, I’d name her Princess. I’d treat her just like a
princess. She would wear a gold ribbon with a big bow around
her neck. She’d sleep on a red velvet pillow. She’d eat out of a
fancy dish just like that white cat on TV.

My cat Princess would have green eyes. Her eyes would be
narrow slits most of the time. Her eyes would be wide as marbles
whenever she looked at me. She would like me the very best of
all the people in the world.

I can’t have a cat because I have allergies. When I touch a cat
my nose starts itching. If I touch my face after touching a cat, my
eyes swell up. Sometimes I have trouble breathing. My mom has
to give me medicine when that happens. If ’'m at school when I
have trouble breathing I have to go to the office and see the
nurse.

Our neighbor has a cat named Gray Kitty. Gray Kitty likes
me. He always comes up and rubs my legs. Even if I don’t touch
him I might start itching. I feel bad that I have to run away from
Gray Kitty, because he likes me.

One day our neighbor surprised me. She gave me a cat of my
own! Not a real live cat, but a stuffed one. She has silky fur and
big green eyes and a gold ribbon with a big bow around her
neck. I named her Princess and I can hold her all I want.
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Riding the Elevator

Today I got to go as high as a tall, tall mountain, but I wasn’t
outside and I didn’t climb a trail to get there. I was inside all the
time because I was riding in an elevator that went up almost a
mile high. I went with my mother to visit her friend. Her friend
works in a building that 1s 44 stories tall.

We took a taxi downtown to the building. We went inside
and looked for the elevator. When we got on, there were four
other people already on it. Everyone pushed a button for the
floor they wanted. My mother pressed the button for the 44th
floor.

The elevator started going up. The other people all got off by
the tenth floor and we were the only ones left. The elevator
moved so fast I had to hold on to the bar. My mom held my hand
and smiled at me.

“Isn’t this exciting?” she asked. I nodded but my tummy felt
funny. It felt like I needed to eat lunch. My ears felt funny also.
My mom said it was because we had gone up so high that the air
pressure was different. Finally the elevator slowed and stopped.

“We’re here,” said mom. While we were up so high we
visited the observation deck. There was quite a view. It felt like
we could see all the way to the next state. My mom’s friend says
when there is a storm it is really exciting to watch.
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My Friend is From Korea

It all started last year. Our class decided to find a pen pal
from another country. I chose a girl my age from Korea. I wrote
to her and she wrote back! We found out we like a lot of the
same things. We both like our family. I told her all about my
little brother and how he makes me laugh. She told me about her
big sister who takes her on the bus to the movies.

We sent each other our picture and described where we live.
As we wrote more and more letters I learned about her and she
learned about me. We both like to eat, and dessert is our favorite
part. The food we eat 1s very different, though. Even the desserts
are different. Her favorite is Korean pear. My favorite is
strawberry ice cream.

My parents took me to the Asian Festival so I could sample
different Korean foods. I liked most of them. I liked the soups
with noodles in them the best. My friend said she tried some
American foods. She liked pizza but didn’t like hot dogs.

We like to spend time learning about each other. My friend is
teaching me to count and to write my name. I am teaching her
the names of the week. I was surprised that her favorite song was
the same as my favorite song. I hope we are able to meet in
person someday.
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