Critchlow Verbal Lahguage Scales

SKILL ASSESSED

Vocabulary

Grade Level

K-8

Language

+ English
* Spanish

Grouping

Individual

Approximate Testing Time

15 Minutes

Materials

* English Record Form (p. 110)
* Spanish Record Form (p.111)

Source

From Dos Amigos
Verbal Language Scales
by Donald E. Critchlow.

» WHAT The Critchlow Verbal Language Scales assess a stu-
dent’s vocabulary in English or Spanish. Vocabulary is assessed by
asking a student to say the “opposite” of a series of words spoken
by the examiner. The words on this assessment are arranged in
increasing order of difficulty. Each scale contains 75 English or
Spanish stimulus words.

P WHY  Asstudents progress through the grades, they build
larger and larger vocabularies. A more advanced vocabulary
enables students to better comprehend what they read and hear as
well as to better express their thoughts. Measuring vocabulary
provides an index of what a student has learned and how well
equipped the student is for future learning.

P H O W Before beginning the test, determine that the stu-
dent understands what an opposite is and can demonstrate this
knowledge. For example say: “If it is not daytime, itis_____ " or
“If a child is not a boy, it is a ” to help establish the con-

cept of opposite.

Explain to the student that you are going to say a word and he or
she is to respond with the opposite of that word. Begin with item
1 for all students, and discontinue testing after the child misses
five consecutive words or completes the scale. Do not give credit
for a response that is not listed.

Note that alternatives are sometimes provided for a stimulus or
acceptable response. For example, the response to absent is listed
as present-here, indicating that either response is correct. In the
Spanish scale, the first stimulus is muchacho-nisio. In this case,
give the student the first stimulus, muchacho. If the student does
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not give the correct response (muchacha), the stimulus nisio
should be given. If the student gives a correct response (nifia),

then he or she receives credit for that item.

PWHAT IT MEANS  Count the number correct
and refer to the scoring criteria below to identify the approximate
vocabulary grade level. For students who score below their cur-
rent grade level, provide direct instruction in specific vocabulary

needed for school success.

Number Correct Number Correct Vocabulary
English Spanish

1-9

10-13

14-17

18-20

21-24

25-28

29-32

33 and above

PWHAT'S NEXT? Forstudents with limited vocab-
ulary, more intense support in developing other underlying read-

ing skills may be warranted. Further testing of fluency, phonics, A
or phoneme segmentation ability may be indicated.
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Critchlow Verbal Language Scale

Name Grade____ Date

Directions: Ask the student to say the opposite of each word. Discontinue testing after five consecutive errors.

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

STIMULUS RESPONSE STIMULUS RESPONSE
1. boy girl 39, MURIPIY ccvereeeersecnnrmnsecees divide
2. up down 40. friend .. remmmmmismrmsssssisnns enemy
3. front back 471, difficultacssmemsnnnns easy
4. hot cold 42. narrow wide
5. brother... e sister 43, wild tame m
6. dirty clean 44. dangerous ... safe
7. wet dry 45, entrance .. exit m
8. crooked ......ensscesssnnane straight 46. ShArP.crerereseeeeeessseesssenss dull ‘
9. YOUNG cervvvrmmmssmmmssssesssssssssssnses old 47. imprisoned.......eienns free m
10. off on 48. falsehood.....omeeeeennn. truth
11. shut open 49. PUDHC ooerrreccerenneernerssanssesenns private @
12, NOISY ceecvvcrnssasesesssssnassrssssns quiet 50. COSEY wrrrmmmerermeumeonersennssscees cheap
13. dead alive 51. lengthen... e shorten @
14. early late 52. succeed fail
15, EIMPLY ccoverrrrecemmsermessessassasssses full 53. victory defeat m
16. near far 54. stale fresh
17, COMEuuitmreersessessesessesssonse go 55. timid bold-brave E
18. north south 56. maximum ... .. minimum @
19. lost found 57. unite separate
20, Pretty.cmemmmmmnsencssssens ugly-homely 58. profit loss m
21, sick well 59. COMPIEX.iciminriscssienss simple
22. sour sweet 60. Create ... destroy %
23. add subtract 61. vertical.......... rmneernsersessnsoneas horizontal
24. daughter ..., son 62. fOIMET ovveeeererennnnrsessenssensanes latter @
25. remember forget 63. bless curse
26. false true (7 SN [0 {=Y OO hurry @
27. love hate 65. diSCOrd cveeurerirenrsssssassrisssnns harmony .
28. hEaVY..wccrrcsscsmsssssssssnnecs light 66. gradual cceceescersenessseenes sudden m
29. tight loose 67. diminish .. ... increase ﬁ
30. after before 68. NAIVE ..cvvverererresomssssrssassesseess sophisticated
31, laugh o, cry 69. sUPErflUOUS ....comeereerseeecens necessary @
32. smooth... ... rough 70. asset liability
33, abSENt.rcerrcirrerinrsiennee present-here 71, tentative .. permanent @
34, SITONG .cccrrirismirssrsssssarssnens weak 72, clergy s laity
35. evening ... morning 73. corpulent ... slender m
36. raw cooked 74. epilogue .. ensccrisnenes prologue
37. Degin cseircirnierisiens end-stop 75. QULOCTACY wrvuserssssnssirsns democracy E
38. different .
Score: /75 &
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Name

Critchlow Spanish Verbal Language Scale

Grade___

Date

Directions: Tell the student: Quiero que me digas lo contrario de cada palabra. Discontinue testing after five consecutive errors.

STIMULUS RESPONSE

1. muchacha

2. nifia

3. frio

4, limpio

5. detras

6. . Seco

7. hermana

8. abrir

9. vivo

10. . tarde

11. prender-encender

12. viejo-anciano

13. hija hijo

14. derecho-recto

15. lejos

16. encontrar-hallar

17. quieto-callado

18. lleno

19. ir

20. sano

21. apretado.... suelto

22, DONItO.crsriressssssrsainns feo

23. agrio-4Cido uerseesseens dulce

24, NOTME .cecsrnsresererresssrseessans sur

25. reir llorar

26. olvidar

27. ligero-liviano

28. amigo

29. diferente-distinto

30. cierto

31. cocido

32. noche.... dia

33. después antes

34, AUSENTE..uvirsrsssssarssassnnsns presente

35. ancho

36. ... terminar
acabar

37. odio

38. restar-quitar-substraer

STIMULUS RESPONSE

39. MUltiplicar auemeeeeceenersrsenenns dividir

40. entrada salida

41. mentira-falsedad......cc.ccoruenens verdad

42. dificil facil

43. liso tosco-aspero

44. fuerte débil

45. costoso barato

46. encarcelado-aprisionado...... libre

47. anterior posterior
primero ultimo

48. publico privado

49. ganancia pérdida

50. salvaje manso-doméstico

51. alargar acortar

52. rancio fresco

53. triunfo-victoria....cuuernensene. derrota

54. complicado ...meeeemnesreenns simple-sencillo

55. timido valiente

56. unir separar

57. Peligroso ....emmersesmmsmnennns seguro

58. maximo minimo

59. éxito fracaso

60. ventaja desventaja

61. vertical horizontal

62. bendecir ...mmnsesssmenennnes maldecir

63. crear destruir

64. inferior superior

65, IGNOFANLE wovovvurrereemsnerssnssesasrisnnes inteligente-sabio

66. disminuir .. aumentar

67, CONVEXO counrumrnresesssssssssrassssssases céncavo

68. INGENUO cormmrrereresreseresassssenssnns sofisticado

69. pasivo activo

70. QULOCTACIA covvereeecersasssnssensssssnsesnes democracia

71, cOrpulentO..ernsrensrerennee delgado

72. amplificar oo reducir

73. sintesis andlisis

74, iNtermitente...urensmsinnnerene continuo

75, 1eNtatiVo.ccsienessesssecrisnns permanente

Score /75
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