Terms for ESL Teachers 
ELL 

English Language Learner- a student learning ESL (English as a Second 
Language)

LEP 

Limited English Proficiency- a student with a low level of English ability

SIFE 

Student with Interrupted Formal Education, students who missed months 
or years of school and therefore cannot read or write in their native language. These students receive extra funding for special programs at the school. If the native language LAB-R score is low, teachers ask the parents about the student’s educational history. SIFE status must be reported on the BESIS report.

TPR 

Total Physical Response is a method of instructing and communicating 
using body language rather than words.

LAB-R
Language Acquisition Battery Test. This test must be administered within 

10 days of a student entering the country. It determines what language proficiency level a student has in English. 
Spanish LAB
This test must be administered within 10 days of a Spanish speaking 
student entering the country. It determines what language proficiency level a student has in Spanish. The Spanish LAB score can be used to determine if a student is SIFE.

CODE 58
This code indicates that a student is a new arrival to the country.

NYSESLAT 
New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test is used 
to determine student English language proficiency levels for placement in 
ESL or Bilingual programs.
Beginner 
Students who average a beginner level on the NYSESLAT 
Reading/Writing and Listening/Speaking combined scores. Beginners receive 360 minutes of ESL a week.

Intermediate 
Students who average an intermediate level on the NYSESLAT 
Reading/Writing and Listening/Speaking combined scores. Intermediates receive 360 minutes of ESL a week. 
Advanced
Students who average an advanced level on the NYSESLAT Reading/Writing and Listening/Speaking combined scores. Advanced students receive 180 minutes of ESL a week. 
HLIS 

Home Language Identification Survey is given to parents upon registration 

of new students to determine if student should be LAB-R tested.
BESIS 
Data collection report which determines test eligibility for ESL students.
ATS 

Automate the Schools database contains attendance, biographical, exam 
history reports for each student (and much, much more). 
RADP 
ATS Admit-Discharge report shows which students have been admitted 

to the school from a foreign country (indicated by code 58). 
RLAT 
ATS report that contains NYSESLAT and LAB-R scores of the past 3 years for each student. 
Push-In ESL 
A program model in which the ESL service provider works with students 
in small groups or individually in the classroom teacher’s room. 

Self-Contained ESL


A program model in which the ESL service provider is the classroom 
teacher for Language Arts. At the elementary level, self-contained ESL teachers are responsible for all subject areas. 

Pull-Out ESL


A program model in which the ESL service provider takes students out of 
the classroom in small groups to work in a different room on building 
language fluency. 

Transitional Bilingual


A program model in which students of the same native language learn all 
subject areas partly in English and partly in the native language. 

Dual Language 
A program model in which students of two native languages learn partly in their own native language and partly in the second language.

For more information about ESL, please see the ESL Coordinator Responsibilities.
