Sample ESL Long Term Plan for 7th and 8th Grade
	Unit #
	Unit Topic/

Essential Understandings
	Length
	Objectives: SWBAT…
	 Assessment
	ESL strategies and Meta cognitive Guidance

	1
	All About Me:

Exploring the self through independent reading and writing
	4 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	Use biographies of role models as exemplars. As a model, write about yourself using each stage of the writing process and meeting all requirements of the rubric. 
Make grammar objectives pertinent by including grammar requirements in the rubric. 

For beginners, draw pictures and provide captions in native language and in English. Partner beginning students with students who can translate the “About me” text or can provide explanations of the pictures in English. 
Provide sentence starters. 

For beginners provide vocabulary lists with pictures of sports, food items, activities 

Provide adjectives that can describe a person and act out the characteristics.
Here is a set of posters for each part of speech created by Tom Krebs.
Try this song by Tom Krebs to teach the writing process.
This community building unit by Padee Vue incorporates grammar objectives.  Community Unit. 
This unit plan by Liz Boe focuses on teaching the steps of the writing process. All About Me Unit.

	
	
	
	Use the correct form of the verb “to be”
	Graphic Organizer for Autobiographical Essay
	

	
	
	
	Use adjectives to describe nouns
	
	

	
	
	
	Completes steps in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing/sharing.
	Brainstorm/Paragraph Graphic Organizer,  First Draft, Peer Edit, Final Draft
	

	
	
	
	Write to share an experience or event, real or imagined (narrative writing).
	Final Narrative
	

	
	
	
	Identify complete sentences
	Grammar Assessment


	

	
	
	
	Identify verbs
	
	

	
	
	
	Uses correct subject verb agreement.
	Paragraph Edit Test

And 

Final Essay


	

	
	
	
	Identify and correct run-on sentences.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	The World Around Us:

Reading and writing Non-Fiction
	4 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference,

Spelling test
	This project is a great way to introduce informational writing early on, while proving structures to enable students of all levels to achieve. If you have unlimited resources and mostly advanced students, allow students to choose their topic. For beginners, provide a topic and the materials/texts.

For intermediate and advanced students, provide graphic organizers to collect information. The graphic organizers should align with the five paragraph structure so that students can easily transfer the ideas into a draft. These graphic organizers help students stay structured. Here is an example with a rubric for the writing. Non-fiction assessment



For beginner students provide computer time to find pictures online of the topic or bring pictures or magazines to use as visuals. Provide beginners with a graphic organizer in the form of a cloze paragraph or sentence starters for each sentence of the paragraph. Partner beginning students with intermediate students who can help research. 

Have intermediate and beginner students listen to books on tape as a way to conduct research.


	
	
	
	Decode words in text automatically by segmenting and blending
	Reading conference 


	

	
	
	
	Identify prior knowledge to aid comprehension of a text
	KWL Graphic Organizer
	

	
	
	
	skim texts to summarize or locate specific information
	Notes from sources
	

	
	
	
	Identify and define cause and effect.
	Cause-Effect Quiz
	

	
	
	
	Identify and define fiction and nonfiction
	Fiction/Non-Fiction Quiz
	

	
	
	
	Identify complete sentences
	Grammar Assessment
	

	
	
	
	Identify nouns
	
	

	
	
	
	Completes steps in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing,publishing/sharing.
	Non-Fiction Report Drafts
	

	
	
	
	Uses the five-part structure of a paragraph.
	Final Report
	

	
	
	
	Write to learn new things and communicate information to others (report writing).
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Poetry Unit for ELA prep
	2 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	This short unit is designed to serve as an introduction to poetry vocabulary so students will be able to recognize them on the ELA. Poetry is also a fun and easy way to teach grammar. 
Beginner students can complete pre-written cloze poems with adjectives or with nouns. 
Intermediate and advanced students can write poems in the model of a published poem such as “Where I’m From” by George Ella Lyons, to practice using adjectives. Here are some materials for analyzing and presenting poems: poetry materials.




	
	
	
	Use strategy of visualization to aid comprehension of a text
	Drawing Response to Poem
	

	
	
	
	Write a rhyming poem
	Poem
	

	
	
	
	Write a free verse poem
	
	

	
	
	
	Can recognize and produce rhyme
	Poetry Assessment
	

	
	
	
	Identify syllables and define ‘syllable’
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify similes
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify metaphors
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify complete sentences
	Grammar Assessment


	

	
	
	
	Identify verbs
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify nouns
	
	

	
	
	
	Use adjectives to describe nouns
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Listening and Responding to Literature for ELA prep
	2 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	This short unit is designed to expose students to the elements of literature through two texts. The texts can be read together as a read-aloud or in small groups such as a literature circle. For beginners, a picture book such as “The Color of Home” by Mary Hoffman provides the same literary elements as short fiction, but is more accessible because of the visuals. 

For Beginners, teach sequence word “First” “next” “last.”  Provide a list of ten possible actions the character can make in the simple past and the future tense. Have beginners choose which verb best predicts what will happen next and which verbs best explain what already happened. 

For intermediate and advanced students provide examples of multiple ways of expressing an opinion. Provide a list of adjectives and adverbs students can use to express their opinion about the text.

Here are some ways to analyze literature contributed by Tom Krebs. 

	
	
	
	Make connections between characters, settings and themes from one book to another.
	Short Response Reading Test


	

	
	
	
	make predictions and re-evaluate them given new information.
	
	

	
	
	
	identify and define primary features of a story: characters, settings, plot events.
	
	

	
	
	
	identify sequence of events in a story.
	
	

	
	
	
	Write to express opinions about a book (response to literature).
	Final Literary Analysis or Book Report
	

	
	
	
	Uses appropriate end marks: period, question mark or exclamation point.
	Paragraph Edit Test


	

	
	
	
	Uses capitalization where appropriate.
	
	

	
	
	
	Correctly use future verb tense.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Reading and Responding to Short Texts for ELA prep


	2 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	In this unit, students will communicate about short texts in multiple genres orally and in writing. 
In writing they will practice the paragraph structure with introductory and concluding sentences and practice connecting ideas through transition words. The final essay can take the form of a ‘book’ review, ‘book’ report or literature circle response.
In speaking, students will share about what they have read using literature circle roles. Literature Circles
Teach standard constructed response to essay questions. 

Here are some sample transitions by Tom Krebs.

	
	
	
	Respond to literature in writing (e.g., charts, Post-its, reading logs).
	Independent Reading Log
	

	
	
	
	Identify and write introductory sentences
	Final Autobiographical Essay


	

	
	
	
	Identify and write conclusion sentences
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify and use transition words in and between paragraphs
	
	

	
	
	
	Uses the five-part structure of a paragraph.
	
	

	
	
	
	Completes steps in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing/sharing.
	Brainstorm, Graphic Organizer, First Draft,

Peer Edit, Final Draft
	

	
	
	
	Identify and define fact and opinion.
	Fact/Opinion Quiz
	

	
	
	
	Identify and define fiction and nonfiction
	Fiction/Non-Fiction Quiz
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Comparing and Contrasting for ELA prep
	2 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	Although this is a unit that prepares students to write a compare-contrast essay for the ELA, it also provides an opportunity to learn more about other cultures through literature. The skill of comparing and contrasting can be applied to many topics. Students can compare/contrast genres, cultures, preferences for literature, author’s purpose, setting, mood, etc. 
Have students write a persuasive essay to recommend a myth or folktale. The group presentation can be a presentation of a myth including information about the country of origin of the myth. 
The project proposal is a graphic organizer to help students decide who is responsible for each task. 

Create heterogeneous groups of students and provide roles that suit each language level. For beginners, have higher level students script what they will present and then practice it with the beginner students. 

	
	
	
	Build on the ideas of others in conversation.
	Compare/Contrast activity for group project
	

	
	
	
	Compare and contrast myths, oral traditions, folktales, and US literature
	
	

	
	
	
	Write to express a point of view (persuasive writing).
	Final Persuasive Essay
	

	
	
	
	Completes steps in the writing process: planning, revising, editing, publishing/sharing.
	Brainstorm, Graphic Organizer, First Draft,

Peer Edit, Final Draft
	

	
	
	
	Uses the five-part structure of a paragraph.
	Final Essay
	

	
	
	
	Work in a group to come up with joint decisions and ideas.
	Group Project Proposal and Presentation
	

	
	
	
	Listen selectively for important details and take notes.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Reading strategies for ELA

And writing Thesis Driven responses for ELA
	2 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	In this unit the teacher models reading strategies through guided readings of short texts. The text selection should be no more than 2 grade levels above the student reading levels. The writing project should mirror ELA writing section prompts.
Sample ELA tests can be found online at

the state assessment website. 

ELA sample tests
Teach how to use the prompt to write a thesis statement and how to use sections of the text to answer the prompt. 

For beginners and intermediates use lower grade level sample ELA tests and build up to high grade level texts. 



	
	
	
	Describe pictures, charts, and graphics aloud.
	Guided reading response.
	

	
	
	
	Identify prior knowledge to aid comprehension of a text
	Guided reading Do-Now
	

	
	
	
	Select a topic for an oral presentation, find and organize relevant information.
	Thesis graphic organizer
	

	
	
	
	Completes steps in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing/sharing.
	Brainstorm/Paragraph Graphic Organizer,  First Draft, Peer Edit, Final Draft
	

	
	
	
	Uses the five-part structure of a paragraph.
	Final Essay
	

	
	
	
	Identify and write introductory sentences
	Essay Graphic Organizer
	

	
	
	
	Identify and write conclusion sentences
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify and use transition words in and between paragraphs
	Final Essay
	

	
	
	
	identify sequence of events in a story.
	Reading Comprehension Quiz


	

	
	
	
	Identify author’s purpose
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify main idea
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Reading and writing short fiction: Reading for excitement through Thrillers and Mysteries
	4 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	This unit is extremely fun for the kids, especially if you include a competitive component by giving awards to the best mystery writers. There are nationwide mystery writing competitions (Joan Lowry Nixon award) and websites that publish student writing. See Mystery Writing. 

Teach varied ways of writing dialogue  using Anna Lurie’s dialogue words.
Tom Krebs’ irregular verbs



The scholastic website has a great collection of student written mysteries and suggestions for writing a mystery. Mystery Writing.



For beginners, use the Oxford Picture Dictionary which contains sections with vocabulary for crimes. Provide adjectives to describe character’s appearance. Here is a sample graphic organizer for brainstorming. Mystery Graphic Organizer 

	
	
	
	Use strategy of asking questions to aid comprehension of a text
	Reading Comprehension Quiz
	

	
	
	
	Correctly use irregular past tense verbs
	Grammar Quiz and Final Mystery
	

	
	
	
	Correctly use past continuous
	Grammar Quiz and Final Mystery
	

	
	
	
	Completes steps in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing/sharing.
	Brainstorm/Paragraph Graphic Organizer,  First Draft, Peer Edit, Final Draft
	

	
	
	
	Explain development of characters throughout a story.
	Mystery Reading Quiz and

Final Mystery
	

	
	
	
	Identify and produce elements of plot such as exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution 
	Elements of Plot Quiz and 

Final Mystery
	

	
	
	
	Identify and use suspense in writing.
	Final Mystery
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	NYSESLAT Test Prep for Speaking, Writing and Listening
	2 weeks
	Repeat a sentence without error.
	NYSESLAT Speaking Quiz
	Pair students in heterogeneous groups for speaking practice. Have beginner students repeat after advanced students. 

For the story telling, allow all students to write their stories before speaking them. 

Students may also draw cartoons and write captions using sequence words, then present the story to the class or a partner. 

Use ice breaker activities to encourage social interaction in English. Practice using standard constructed response to answer questions verbally. Trivial Pursuit for kids is a great way to practice responding verbally to question.
Scaffold the writing prompt by first describing the pictures, then answering questions. 

For sample tests see the NYSED Website.

	
	
	
	Tell a story in the past tense using sequencing words, first, next and last.
	Cartoon activity/ NYSESLAT Speaking Quiz
	

	
	
	
	Complete a sentence orally using a picture.
	NYSESLAT Speaking Quiz
	

	
	
	
	Respond orally for social communication using correct grammar.
	NYSESLAT Speaking Quiz/ Tea Party Activity
	

	
	
	
	Respond with three details to questions for pre-writing.
	NYSESLAT Writing Quiz

	

	
	
	
	Write a 5 paragraph compare/contrast essay using  visual and a written prompt and using pre-writing response.
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify correct usage of prepositions, conjunctions, verb tenses by choosing the correct sentence.
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify the correct usage of homonyms, irregular plurals, and commonly misspelled words
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Reading and writing short fiction: Learning Lessons through Fables
	4 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	This unit includes a review of objectives that will be tested on the NYSESLAT, but it is also a fun way to develop independent reading. 

Provide students with fables at their reading levels and develop independent reading habits using the IR forms created by Tom Krebs. 

For beginner students, modify the IR forms by reducing it to the first two pages. Ask students to identify vocabulary words to translate and define and write a summary in their native language, then translate the summary into English. 

 Here are two verb tenses (verb tenses 2) charts created by Tom Krebs that you can post in your room. 

	
	
	
	Identify the author's purpose for writing.
	Exit Slips/ Mini-Quiz
	

	
	
	
	identify main idea.
	Main-Idea Quiz
	

	
	
	
	Use context clues to identify a word meaning
	Fables Test
	

	
	
	
	Demonstrate knowledge of the term ‘inference’
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify the protagonist and antagonist of a story
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify the components of a fable
	
	

	
	
	
	Compare and contrast myths, oral traditions, folktales, and US literature
	Compare/Contrast essay
	

	
	
	
	Correctly use verb tenses such as simple past, present continuous, past continuous,
	Grammar Assessment
	

	
	
	
	Identify parts of speech such as adjectives, adverbs, gerunds
	
	

	
	
	
	Use a dictionary 
	Vocabulary Homework
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Express yourself: Reading and Writing Poetry
	4 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	Showing students the connection between poetry and music is a great way to invest them in writing and reading poetry. It also provides you the opportunity to bring music into the class and to encourage students to use multiple forms of intelligence. These lesson plans were created by Sean McKean. Hip Hop Poetry, Hip Hop Poetry 2, Hip Hop Poetry 3
 Scaffold similes and metaphors by providing adjectives and nouns and having students fill in the blanks between “like” or “is.” Metaphors
For beginners and low intermediates, have students memorize poems to recite in class for their presentation. 

See Unit 3 for more poetry resources.

	
	
	
	Can recognize and produce rhyme
	Poetry assessment 


	

	
	
	
	Identify syllables and define ‘syllable’
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify simile


	
	

	
	
	
	Identify metaphor


	
	

	
	
	
	Identify alliteration


	
	

	
	
	
	Identify symbolism
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify mood
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify tone
	
	

	
	
	
	Use strategy of visualization to aid comprehension of a text
	Poetry Response
	

	
	
	
	Identify author purpose.
	
	

	
	
	
	Make inferences. 
	
	

	
	
	
	Write using literary devices such as simile, metaphor, symbolism
	Final Poems


	

	
	
	
	Write descriptively using adjectives, adverbs, imagery
	
	

	
	
	
	Speak for critical analysis
	Poetry presentation feedback
	

	
	
	
	Speak to express an opinion 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Author Study and Memoir: Life lessons
	4 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	Further develop independent reading by providing students with individual authors or historical figures to research. Use the independent reading forms provided above to structure reading or create note taking graphic organizers that align to the biography rubric. Some great authors to study:
Walter Dean Myers

Patricia Polacco 
Sandra Cisneros

Jerry Spinelli

Chinua Achebe
Pam Munoz Ryan
Roald Dahl

Lois Lowry

This is a historical fiction unit by Liz Boe which can be modified using memoirs or author study.
 

	
	
	
	Use strategy of asking questions to aid comprehension of a text.
	Independent Reading Form
	

	
	
	
	Summarize written information. 
	
	

	
	
	
	Characterize a fictional character or historical figure
	Biography of Author or Historical Figure
	

	
	
	
	Completes steps in the writing process: planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing/sharing.
	
	

	
	
	
	Uses the five-part structure of a paragraph.
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify and write introductory and conclusion sentences
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify and use transition words in and between paragraphs
	
	

	
	
	
	Summarize information in a text
	
	

	
	
	
	Identify and use verbs in the present and past continuous tense
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Drama and Theater: imitating life
	4 weeks
	Read 200+ sight words.
	Reading conference

Spelling test
	This unit is a fun way to end the year. During this time you can review objectives that students have not yet mastered while reinforcing English speaking skills. Choose plays that are short and easy to read. Students can also write their own plays. Practice writing plays by pair beginner and intermediate students and asking them to write a dialogue about a scenario. 

Each student will be responsible for writing what they will say. 

To further social communication skills, provide time for creating a set and discussing who will bring in costumes and props. Video tape the plays and watch them to provide an opportunity for self-reflection.

	
	
	
	Identify prior knowledge to aid comprehension of a text
	Drama Test
	

	
	
	
	Use the strategy of visualization to aid comprehension of a text.
	
	

	
	
	
	Use strategy of retelling to aid comprehension of a text.
	
	

	
	
	
	Use the strategy  of rereading to aid in memorization of a text.
	Final Written Play

And 

 Play performance

	

	
	
	
	Write with voice.
	
	

	
	
	
	Characterize a character through speech and action.
	
	

	
	
	
	In writing and in speaking use expressions, sayings, idioms
	
	

















