How do we interact with literature?
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Three blind mice, three blind mice,

See how they run, see how they run,

They all ran after the farmer’s wife,

She cut off their tails with a carving knife,

Have you ever seen such a sight in your life,

as three blind mice?

Queen Mary I, “Bloody Mary”

	Descriptive Study 

	Critical
	Historical

	-there are three blind mice

-the farmer’s wife reacts to the three blind mice chasing her—she is a problem solver

-she’s aggressive and self-reliant


	-the poem was (probably) written in 1609 by Thomas Ravenscroft, a teenager in Saint Paul’s cathedral as a warmup vocal exercise

	Analytical Study

	Critical
	Historical

	-rhyme

-rhythm

-alliteration (repetition of vowel sounds)

-assonance

-repetition

-a story of revenge

	-rounds were popular in 1600’s music

-Shakespeare died in 1616, drama was popular

-Spencer wrote The Fairy Queen, an allegorical / metaphorical tribute to Queen Elizabeth I

-Sir Walter Raleigh wrote country/farmland based poetry

	Interpretive Study

	Critical
	Historical

	-doesn’t mean much, just a warmup exercise for singers and children
	-Ridley, Lattamer, and Kramer were burned at the stake by Queen Mary I because they opposed a Catholic becoming the queen

-“three blind  mice” is a political allegory



	Evaluation

	Critical
	Historical

	-meant to entertain children, practice singing


	-an allegory of early 1600’s politics


	Descriptive Study

	Critical
	Historical

	 Know the details of the story—plot, character, setting
	Know the historical context

Know the biographical details on the author



	Analytical Study

	Critical
	Historical

	Look at the author’s purpose and literary techniques:

-how the plot works

-how the characters change

-how the theme is revealed

-how language is used

-how figurative language (i.e. similes) are used


	Look at the work in relation to trends in literature and society during the historical time period

	Interpretive Study

	Critical
	Historical

	What does the work mean to me?

What does the work mean to others?


	How does the author interpret the historical time period through his work?

How is the work an extension of the author’s life and values?



	Evaluation

	Critical
	Historical

	Does the author achieve his/her goals?
Is the work entertaining?

Is it informative?
	How important is the work in its genre?

How important is the work in the development of literature?


