Teaching Strategies for ESL

· Use visuals, drama, exaggerated gestures and mime to clarify meaning
· Use texts with a lot of visuals

· Act out or explain things by way of examples

· Have students write or tell in their own words to ensure that they understand

· Relate content area concepts and vocabulary to the culture of the students

· Have students repeat new words after you, repeat questions and answers after a partner
· Draw or  provide pictures of vocabulary to help students understand concepts

· Use maps, charts, photos, cartoons to teach new concepts
· Use chants, songs, rhymes to aid memorization of content area objectives

· Simulate real experiences to teach communication skills (ie. ordering at a restaurant, grocery shopping)

· Access student’s personal experiences through comparisons between traditions, customs, holidays, etc., from their culture and from American culture.

· Use graphic organizers and sentence starters to scaffold writing

· Play games in pairs or groups to encourage speaking for social communication

· Write, practice and perform poetry or plays

· Create literature circles for homogenous groups of readers

· Repeat read texts to internalize good writing
·  Teach context clues through cloze texts
· Use word sorts, with or without pictures, to teach and assess vocabulary

For more ESL strategies see:

Fifty Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners 2nd Edition

by Adrienne Herrell and Michael Jordan


Best Practices for NYSESLAT Success
By the Secondary ESL Professional Learning Community

NYC 2006 CORPS

Listening Best Practices

· Literature Circles: Listen to a story being read, take notes, confer with group, share out

· Take Notes: free-writing, bullet points, summary, outline, prepared note sheets, guided notes

· Memorize and perform dialogues

· Student feedback on presentations

· Practice pronunciation 

· Read descriptive passages and then students draw it (great for beginners)

· Call and response

· TPR (total physical response)( ex. Simon says

· Phonics: read passage and have students identify sounds they heard

· Read aloud and comprehension questions afterwards

· Students asked to repeat what other students said

· NYSESLAT listening prep—daily warm-up (read paragraph/answer multiple choice)

· Recording information from group presentations (audience is given a recording sheet and encouraged to record the presented information)

Listening Best Practices Continued . . . 

· Music and lyrics (cloze sentences) on handout

· Interviews (answers to questions must be recorded on paper)

· Following descriptive instructions to recreate a drawing

· Partner/pair game—listening to directions

· Provide students with pictures & have them create their own listening section for test prep

· Activity:  Ask a question, tell a story, choose a picture that answers the question, write your own story or take from “very easy true stories” (add or eliminate an adjective for different levels)

· Read national newspaper story; Students answer 5 W’s

· Read fiction piece while students draw pictures on storyboard

· Mock interview w/ principal taking notes on 5 W’s

· Read biography (1 page) while students write the person’s goal and 5 steps they took to reach it

· Take notes on a debate, students reflect on the notes to decide the winner (use template for notes)

· Taking notes on movies on documentary
Grammar Best Practices

· Monday: Grammar mini-lesson

Tues-Thurs: Grammar worksheet for home work

Fri: Mini-quiz on grammar point

· When teaching plural versus possessive nouns, first teach plural nouns for one week, then teach possessive nouns


· Play past tense BINGO- you read the present tense, they find the past tense

· Circle misspelled words 


· Find grammar errors in vocabulary review sentences


· Sentence diagram competition 

· Play BOGGLE

· Peer-edit or proofread

· Model correct grammar through dialogue journals

· First read a story with verbs underlined. Identify and correct the verbs that do not agree with the subject. Then read a story with no underlines. Identify and correct the verbs that do not agree. 

· In groups students put a broken sentence back together

· Identify similarities in spelling between languages.

· Teach that if you cannot create a question from a sentence, then it is not a complete sentence. 

· Correct a sentence on a Do Now (helps for repetition)

Grammar Best Practices Continued  . . .

· Verb Word Walls (irregular verbs)

· Syntax cards: put word cards into order

· Irregular word matching game

· Edit paragraphs

· Sentence diagrams

· Repeat, repeat, repeat

· Provide grammar handouts (explicit instruction and incorporate it into writing)

· Practice grammar in conversation

· Use pop song lyrics, commonly used phrases

· Multimedia recordings

· Subject verb agreement daily activities


· Break down VERBS:  

1. Regular, affirmative, past tense

2. Irregular, affirmative, past tense

3. Negative past tense

4. Yes/No questions

5. Wh- questions

Writing Best Practices

· Get pictures from the newspaper and have students identify 3 similarities and 3 differences

· Write a diary entry from the perspective of someone in the story

· Write a postcard from the perspective of someone in a sensational picture

· For Beginners: have students respond to a prompt with teacher’s help. Teacher will write their answers on sentence strips and the students will copy the sentences into a notebook.

· Dialogue Journals

· Journal Journals

· IR Journals

· Teach writing process explicitly

· Weekly publishing of writing

· Write feature articles with a self selected topic, headline, hook, quotes

· Use graphic organizers to structure the writing process

· Freewriting (write for 5 minutes about anything you want)

· OAT for vocabulary and visual analysis

· Answer the five W’s for the plot of a story

· Use “Anansi the Spider” stories

· Write a sequence of events with pictures or draw a sequence of events

· Write a sequential narrative based on a picture

Writing Best Practices Continued . . . 

· Hamburger:   (Introduction)

       B O D Y

     (Conclusion)

· Model writing 

· Structured peer-review using a worksheet with questions such as “What did you like most about this person’s work.”

· Metacognitive reflection on writing, or conferences with teacher with one suggestion for improvement

· Read the rubric together in class

· Stop-Drop- and Write

· Use special drafting paper to show the difference between a draft and a final

· Shared writing in groups: students write one sentence, pass to the next student, who writes the next logical sentence of a story

