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Writing

ELL Strategy: Language Experience Approach, LEA
Examples: Grammar, Mechanics, Word Choice, Organization, Content, and Style

Procedures:
1. Teacher starts discussion/review of a previous learning.
2. Teacher introduces writing activity focusing on the specific skills needed. Targeted

skills include content vocabulary, summarization, main idea and details, cause and
effect, grammar, spelling, and mechanics.

3. Teacher prompts the discussion through guided questions to facilitate writing.
4. Teacher scribes what students say one statement/child at a time.
5. Teacher points out and circles the skills taught once the paragraph is completed.

FAQ: Do teachers correct the ELL’s grammatical errors as they express themselves? The best
way to correct ELLs is by modeling. The teacher repeats and writes the grammatically correct
version of what the student tried to convey. As ELLs contribute their sentences, praise their
effort and provide explicit feedback.
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Writing
ELL Strategy: Guided Writing for ELLs
Examples: Grammar, Mechanics, Word Choice, Organization, Content, and Style

Procedures:

1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

6.
FAQ: Do students copy the sentence after each sentence is written or after the entire
paragraph is completed? Students should stay focused as the teacher is modeling the writing.
Students copy one sentence at a time after the teacher writes the sentence. Discuss

spacing, capitalization, and punctuation throughout the process. 61

Teacher identifies the writing genre and prompt to be used.

Teacher facilitates and guides writing through brainstorming, guided questions, and
prompting students to express what is to be written.

Teacher writes down, one sentence at a time, what students say on the board, large
sheet of paper, chart, poster or overhead projector.

Teacher and students read and reread what teacher scribes after each sentence.

Teacher and students continue with steps 2-4 until the paragraph is completed.
Students and teacher reread final product to model fluency and comprehension.

Students copy the paragraph.
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Writing
ELL Strategy: Pass the Pencil
Examples: Grammar, Mechanics, Content,
Point of View, and Word Choice
Procedures:
1. Pass the Pencil is an interactive approach to engage all students in the writing
process.
2. Students are placed into heterogeneous cooperative groups. Materials include one
pencil and one sheet of paper for the entire group.
3. Students pass the paper and pencil around the group and write a response, sentence,

thought, etc. in order to build their paragraph. Students can assist each other if they
do not know the answer or cannot express themselves through writing. Spelling does
not count.

FAQ: Students have varied writing levels within the classroom setting. Can a chiid that has a
fower level of English proficiency, possibly a newcomer, participate in Pass the Pencil?

Yes, all students can participate even if the student is at a lower level of English proficiency.
The mere act of participation within a group setting will help the student feel comfortable and
develop his/her writing abilities at the same time. ~ey
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Writing
ELL Strategy: Guided Writing for ELLs
Examples: Grammar, Mechanics, Word Choice, Organization, Content, and Style

Procedures:

1. Teacher identifies the writing genre and prompt to be used.

2. Teacher facilitates and guides writing through brainstorming, guided questions, and
prompting students to express what is to be written.

3. Teacher writes down, one sentence at a time, what students say on the board, large
sheet of paper, chart, poster or overhead projector.

4, Teacher and students read and reread what teacher scribes after each sentence.

5. Teacher and students continue with steps 2-4 until the paragraph is completed.
Students and teacher reread final product to mode! fluency and comprehension.

6. Students copy the paragraph.

FAQ: Do students copy the sentence after each sentence is written or after the entire
paragraph is completed? Students should stay focused as the teacher is modeling the writing.
Students copy one sentence at a time after the teacher writes the sentence. Discuss

spacing, capitalization, and punctuation throughout the process. 61
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Writing

ELL Strategy: Pass the Pencil

Examples: Grammar, Mechanics, Content,
Point of View, and Word Choice

Procedures:

1. Pass the Pencil is an interactive approach to engage all students in the writing
process.

2. Students are placed into heterogeneous cooperative groups. Materials include one
pencil and one sheet of paper for the entire group.

3. Students pass the paper and pencil around the group and write a response, sentence,

thought, etc. in order to build their paragraph. Students can assist each other if they
do not know the answer or cannot express themselves through writing. Spelling does
not count.

FAQ: Students have varied writing levels within the classroom setting. Can a child that has a
lower level of English proficiency, possibly a newcomer, participate in Pass the Pencil?

Yes, all students can participate even if the student is at a lower level of English proficiency.
The mere act of participation within a group setting will help the student feel comfortable and
develop his/her writing abilities at the same time. 62




Writing
ELL Strategy: Process Writing
Examples: Grammar and Mechanics

3.
4,

Procedures:
1.
2.

Teacher first models webs and writing processes on the board.

The teacher works with students to write words and sentences based on what they
already know, what they can find in the text and/or other materials, and what he/she
can prompt them to discover on their own.

Teacher then scribes, and students copy the teacher’s paragraph/essay.
Process Writing assists students to begin writing in their second language.

FAQ: Do students copy the sentence after each sentence is written or after the entire
paragraph is completed? Students should stay focused as the teacher is modeling through
writing. Students copy one sentence at a time after the teacher writes the sentence. Discuss
spacing, capitalization, and punctuation throughout the process.
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Writing
ELL Strategy: Dialogue Journal
Examples: Grammar and Mechanics
Procedures:
1. A Dialogue Journal is a dialogue or conversation between the student and the
teacher.
2. Grammar, punctuation, and spelling are not corrected, but modeled in correct English
in the teacher’s response to the student.
3. The teacher targets the skills the child is ready to learn through the journal
responses.
4, Dialogue Journals provide students opportunities to write independently.
5. This free writing should be done daily.

FAQ: What if my ELLs cannot write in English? Encourage students to write in their native
language. Unschooled children can also participate by drawing illustrations to represent the
daily events in their lives.
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Writing

ELL Strategy: Prewriting Techniques

Examples: Word Choice, Content, Style, Organization, Point of View,
Grammar, and Mechanics

Techniques:

1. Brainstorming is a prewriting strategy for writing ideas based on the selected topic.
This is facilitated by the teacher.

2. Word banks provide the necessary vocabulary for writing.

3. Drawings help students illustrate ideas.

4, Note-taking using bullets is a simplistic approach for breaking down information.

5. Graphic organizers are excellent for eliciting, organizing and activating prior
knowledge.

6. Dictations provide students alternative methods for a writing task. ——

7 Note-taking Graphic Organizers Dictations
Brainstorming y . . L —
_ . — S— 3
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Writing
ELL Strategy: Drafting Techniques
Examples: Word Choice, Content, Style, Organization, Point of View,
Grammar, and Mechanics

Techniques:

1. Guided writing by the teacher allows students to participate in the writing process.
As students copy the teacher’s draft, they acquire the content knowledge and
understand the structure of language.

2. Notes taken during pre-writing activities give students a starting point and a
skeleton of ideas. This is especially useful for ELLs whose ideas are limited by the
lack of English vocabulary.

3. Sentence completions will help address the different ways to begin or end a

paragraph. This technique will also focus on vocabulary needed for all genres.
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Writing

ELL Strategy: Revising Techniques
Examples: Word Choice, Content, Style, Organization, Point of View
Grammar, and Mechanics

Techniques:

1. Have ELLs and native English speakers participate in peer reviews for editing.
2. Set aside individual time for conferencing with students to discuss their writing.
3. Sentence combining using sentence strips allows students to move beyond

subject/verb/object format. It encourages students to combine two or three
different statements in various ways to make their sentences more complex.

4. Create descriptive word banks to extend students’ vocabulary for writing.

5. Have students rotate their writing, within a cooperative group, to other students for
group editing.

6. Have students review their work by beginning at the end and working their way to

the beginning of their paragraph. This process enables students to see mistakes in
spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
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Writing

ELL Strategy: Publishing ideas

Examples: Word Choice, Content, Style, Organization, Point of View,
Grammar, and Mechanics

Publishing ldeas:

1. Construct a scrap book with illustrations and descriptive sentences
2. Create a travel brochure

3. Write a newspaper

4. Conduct an interview and create a magazine or newspaper
5. Create a greeting card

6. Generate a wish list My Published \I
7. Construct a “How To” book Work

8. Write a thank you letter

9. Create a recipe book

10. Create a big or flip book

11.

Display products; conduct a “gallery walk” for students to see everyone’s projects 68




Writing
ELL Strategy: Graphic Organizers
Examples: Organization, Content and Note-taking

Organizational Map

Venn Diagram

Beginning Main idea and Details Cycle Graph
Detail
Detail
Detail
Ending

Comparison Clusters

Narrative Map Timeline

Action
Action
Action

O
&
°
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Writing
ELL Strategy: More Graphic Organizers
Examples: Organization and Content

Note-takin
Character Quadrant Main ldea and Details
Feelings | Behavior ltem Item ltem
L) *
Personality|] Actions . .
Flow Chart
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