Listening Best Practices

Literature Circles: Listen to a story being read, take notes, confer with group, share out

Take Notes: free-writing, bullet points, summary, outline, prepared note sheets, guided notes

Memorize and perform dialogues

Student feedback on presentations

Practice pronunciation 
Grammar Best Practices
Monday: Grammar mini-lesson

Tues-Thurs: Grammar worksheet for home work

Fri: Mini-quiz on grammar point

When teaching plural versus possessive nouns, first teach plural nouns for one week, then teach possessive nouns

Break down VERBS:  

1. Regular, affirmative, past tense

2. Irregular, affirmative, past tense

3. Negative past tense

4. Yes/No questions

5. Wh- questions

Play past tense BINGO- you read the present tense, they find the past tense

Circle misspelled words 

Find grammar errors in vocabulary review sentences

Sentence diagram competition 

Play BOGGLE

Peer-edit or proofread

Model correct grammar through dialogue journals

First read a story with verbs underlined. Identify and correct the verbs that do not agree with the subject. Then read a story with no underlines. Identify and correct the verbs that do not agree. 

In groups students put a broken sentence back together

Identify similarities in spelling between languages.

Teach that if you cannot create a question from a sentence, then it is not a complete sentence. 

Writing Best Practices
Get pictures from the newspaper and have students identify 3 similarities and 3 differences

Write a diary entry from the perspective of someone in the story

Write a postcard from the perspective of someone in a sensational picture

For Beginners: have students respond to a prompt with teacher’s help. Teacher will write their answers on sentence strips and the students will copy the sentences into a notebook.

Dialogue Journals

Journal Journals

IR Journals

Teach writing process explicitly

Weekly publishing of writing

Write feature articles with a self selected topic, headline, hook, quotes

Use graphic organizers to structure the writing process

Freewriting (write for 5 minutes about anything you want)

OAT for vocabulary and visual analysis

Answer the five W’s for the plot of a story
Use “Anansi the Spider” stories

Write a sequence of events with pictures or draw a sequence of events

Write a sequential narrative based on a picture

Hamburger:   (Introduction)


              B O D Y


           (Conclusion)

Model writing 

Structured peer-review using a worksheet with questions such as “What did you like most about this person’s work.”
Metacognitive reflection on writing, or conferences with teacher with one suggestion for improvement

Read the rubric together in class

Stop-Drop- and Write

Use special drafting paper to show the difference between a draft and a final

Shared writing in groups: students write one sentence, pass to the next student, who writes the next logical sentence of a story

