
Important Information for Parents
· Inside Schools is an organization made up of parents of New York City students.  Below you will find a link to important information that parents may need to know.  Particularly, this link covers the rights of ELL students.  

http://www.insideschools.org/st/ST_ell.php
· Another important link to visit is this pamphlet on the rights of immigrant families and their children.  It is written by the Advocates for Children Immigrants’ Rights Project.  This pamphlet can be printed out and given to parents.  

http://www.advocatesforchildren.org/pubs/2004LRISaPguide.pdf
· In the box below, you will find links to the DOE website’s forms that parents need to fill out.  When a child is identified as needing ELL services, the parent has the option to place the child in a program.  Forms are available in different languages.  

· Students must be assessed within the first ten days of being in school.  Make sure these forms are completed in a timely manner!  Students who are identified as needing ELL services need to take the LAB-R test to be placed within those first ten days.  (See LAB-R under Assessment for more information.)  
	ELL Identification and Placement Forms:

	All new enrollees must be screened to determine whether they are possible English Language Learners (ELLs). ELL identification and placement procedures require that parents have the opportunity to make an informed choice for program placement. Program selection must be made using the appropriate Department of Education Parent Survey/Selection Form. Electronic copies of the parent selection survey, entitlement letters and placement letters are found below, in multiple languages. 



* The following information is found on www.insideschools.com.

Who is eligible for ESL/bilingual education?
1. When your child enters school you and your spouse must complete a Home Language Identification Survey (HLIS). 

2. If you respond that a language other than English is spoken in your home, then your child must take a Language Assessment Battery-Revised (LAB-R) test in English. 

3. If your child scores below a minimum cut-off score (the 41st percentile) on the LAB-R, he or she is eligible for either bilingual education or ESL but must at a minimum take ESL. 

4. If your child is identified as needing bilingual education or ESL based on his/her LAB-R score, he or she must be placed in ESL or bilingual education within 10 days on enrollment in the school. 

Your right to choose: You and your child have the right to choose whether to enter a bilingual education class or ESL class. Every school must offer an ESL program, but not every school is required to have a bilingual education class. If you would like your child to attend a bilingual education class and your child’s school does not offer one in your child’s native language, you have the right to transfer your child to another school in the district that does offer a bilingual education class in your child’s native language. (NYS Commissioner’s Regulation Title 8, § 154.5(f)(3)). If there is no school in your district that offers a bilingual education class in your child’s native language, you must enroll your child in ESL. If there is an appropriate bilingual education class in another district, you may apply for a transfer to that district but are not guaranteed one. 

Regardless of what program you choose for your child, you must express your choice in writing to the school. See the section below on “Placement in Bilingual Education or ESL” for more information on the process for choosing a program.
What schools have bilingual education programs? Elementary and junior high schools that have 15 or more ELL students with the same native language in the same grade or in two consecutive grades are required to have a bilingual education program in that language. High schools that have 20 or more ELL students with the same native language in one grade are required to create a bilingual program in that language. 

