Student Achievement Toolkit 2007-2008
	Subject:
	Push- In ESL, Grade 4
	

	Significant Gains Measure
	Students will master 100 new vocabulary words and 30 of 35 reading and grammar objectives  

	Sample 4th Grade Level Big Goal
	1) Master 100 new vocabulary words
2) Master 30 of 35 reading and grammar objectives

	Case Study for the Big Goal. 

 
	Case Study 
My ESL students are mostly beginners and new arrivals. There is no bilingual program at my school, so the students are placed in monolingual classrooms. I LAB-R tested the new students and I used the previous ECLAS and NYSESLAT scores of all other students to determine what the strengths and weaknesses of the students are. The NYSESLAT and LAB-R show a breakdown of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking scores. The students performed poorly on all sections. I looked at the NYSESLAT sampler online to see what skills are tested on these sections.  The test sample asks students to identify correct spelling of basic vocabulary words (ex. match ‘fish’ not ‘fist’ or ‘fifth’ to picture of a fish) and identify correct sentences. The writing task asks students to tell what happened first, next and last based on a picture. I conducted a one on one interview with each student to test the listening and speaking ability of the students and to get to know them better. Most of the students did not answer in complete sentences. I chose my Big Goals based on the setting and to emphasize language acquisition through vocabulary.  Because I will push-in, I do not have control of the content of the lessons, and I may have to work with students one on one. If this is the case, I will be prepared to teach weekly grammar points and weekly vocabulary in 5-10 minute lessons, then provide independent work to practice the skill while I teach it to another student. I will use exit slips to determine mastery of vocabulary and reading/grammar objectives daily and weekly. I have not included writing objectives (other than basic grammar points), because writing samples take time and I may not have the authority to assign writing projects.   
I chose my ESL objectives by using a grammar text book, Focus on Grammar, and the performance indicators from the ESL standards and grade level ELA standards for the grade levels of my students. I then organized the objectives by order of importance, from most basic to more complex. I will choose content area vocabulary using the classroom teacher’s lesson plans. I may have to decide which vocabulary to teach and test each week, rather than plan in advance, but it is more likely to be immediately useful to the student if I teach it in the classroom context. In each unit I infuse some grammar and some reading strategies. My Big Goals target the students’ language development skills and provide scaffolding for the classroom teacher’s lessons. I will use the classroom teacher’s reading level diagnostic. I am not including a reading level goal because reading diagnostics for beginners do not seem accurate or valid.  
Because I am in someone else’s classroom, I will motivate students and track their progress in individual binders. Students will receive stickers for each quiz they receive 80% or higher on. Students will be able to count their stickers to see how close they are to meeting their goal. The big goals will be written on each page.

	Evidence of this in my classroom (i.e. picture of Big Goals poster/student messaging) .
	Stickers for mastery of standards/objectives and goals for the year.  
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