Long-Term Plan Conversions


Hello bilingual teachers! For those of you wondering how to take your English-based literacy curriculum and convert it into a bilingual model, this document should help you strategize the best way to plan a unit.  This is NOT intended to be a year-long plan.  If you teach literacy only in English or Spanish, you can simply look at the grade-appropriate long-term plans.  This will help you if you teach literacy in BOTH languages.  

Although many schools require that teachers teach literacy in only one language, remember that students need to develop their native language literacy skills before they are able to progress with literacy in their second language.  Do what you think is best for your students!


The units used for these examples have been taken from the Teachers’ College Reading and Writing Project 2nd grade curriculum.  Every day should begin with a very quick review of the previous day’s lesson.  On English days, this will serve as the time to review any content-specific vocabulary, while on Spanish days, you can use this time to ensure that all students understood the content of the previous lesson delivered in English.


The most important parts of this piece are the Rationale pages.  These will help you to understand why I chose to put certain lessons on certain days.  Ultimately, this should help you adapt your curriculum to your specific language allocation program. Good luck!
* Spanish days are written in boldface *
***This page shows a Reading unit as it would be presented for an all-English curriculum.***
Grade: Second
Unit of Study: Careful Readers Build Comprehension by

Reading                                                                                                  Reading with Fluency, and Pay Attention to the Story Elements/Careful Readers Monitor for Meaning as they Read                                     


(December ‘06)
	Starting Date: November 28th     Ending Date: December 22nd            

Purposes for this Study:

· Reread to make it sound like talk

· Rereading with your eyes

· reread text the way the author meant for it to sound


	

	Day 1: _______

Readers know that most stories have story elements: characters, setting, problem/solution and time change


	Day 2: _______

Readers identify the setting in their books


	Day 3: _______

Readers pay attention to setting and scene change          

	Day 4: _______
Readers post-it the page where the problem happens          

	Day 5: ________

Readers post-it the page where the solution happens

	Day 6: _______

Readers notice when time changes in a story by noticing details in illustrations: different clothes, sky changes


	Day 7: _______

Readers notice when time changes in a story by noticing author’s language (ex. The next day…)


	Day 8: _______

Readers practice retelling using character name s, setting, problem/solution, and time change language


	Day 9: _______

Readers put their words together when they read 


	Day 10: _______

Readers can reread to make their voices sound smooth like they are talking



	Day 11: _______

Readers think about what’s happening and make their voices sound like their characters     
	Day 12: _______

Readers match their voices to the meaning       


	Day 13: _______
Readers notice punctuation

	Day 14: _______

Readers read with your eyes using your ‘inside’ voice 


	Day 15: _______                                             

Readers stop and think about how one page connects with the next page                             



	Day 16: _______
Readers stop after a chapter and think how it fits with the chapter before           
	Day 17: _______
Readers re-read parts to make sense of the text       


	Day 18: _______
Readers stop and think after reading parts of the book


	Day 19: _______

Open  


	


***This page shows the same unit tailored to a program using 3 days of English: 2 days of Spanish***
Grade: Second
Unit of Study: Careful Readers Build Comprehension by

Reading                                                                                                  Reading with Fluency, and Pay Attention to the Story Elements/Careful Readers Monitor for Meaning as they Read                                     
	Starting Date: November 28th     Ending Date: December 22nd            

Purposes for this Study:

· Reread to make it sound like talk

· Rereading with your eyes

· reread text the way the author meant for it to sound

Monday                                               Tuesday                                   Wednesday
	                                             Thursday                                          Friday

	
	Day 1: _______

Readers know that most stories have story elements: characters, setting, problem/solution and time change


	Day 2: _***___

Readers identify characters in their books (protagonist/ antagonist)

	Day 3: _______

Readers identify the setting in their books


	Day 4: _______

Readers pay attention to setting and scene change          


	Day 5: _______

Readers put their words together when they read 


	Day 6: _______

Readers post-it the page where the problem happens          


	Day 7: ________

Readers post-it the page where the solution happens 
	Day 8: _______

Readers notice when time changes in a story by noticing details in illustrations: different clothes, sky changes


	Day 9: _______

Readers notice when time changes in a story by noticing author’s language (ex. The next day…)



	Day 10: _______

Readers can reread to make their voices sound smooth like they are talking


	Day 11: _______

Readers practice retelling using character name s, setting, problem/solution, and time change language


	Day 12: _______

Readers think about what’s happening and make their voices sound like their characters     
	Day 13: _______

Readers match their voices to the meaning       


	Day 14: _______

Open  



	Day 15: _______
Readers notice punctuation

	Day 16: _______                                             

Readers stop and think about how one page connects with the next page                             


	Day 17: _______

Readers read with your eyes using your ‘inside’ voice 


	Day 18: _______

Readers stop after a chapter and think how it fits with the chapter before           
	Day 19: _______
Readers re-read parts to make sense of the text       



	Day 20: _______

Readers stop and think after reading parts of the book


	
	
	
	


Rationale: 3 days of English: 2 days of Spanish

In general, I think it is important to rearrange the lessons so that more conceptual ideas are taught on Spanish days.  This ensures that all students understand the bigger concepts.  I like to choose secondary lessons, review lessons, or lessons that could be more easily demonstrated using visuals (or something like Total Physical Response) for English days.  I began by listing all of the lessons and marking which ones I thought absolutely had to be taught in Spanish and which ones I thought would be good for English lessons. Then, I began to arrange the lessons. If there is a sequence of lessons, (i.e. the original Day 1 – Day 7), I try to keep the sequence intact as much as possible. Here is a breakdown of my thought process as I planned the unit.

Day 1 – I like to start every unit on a Spanish day so that the students

understand the general idea of what they will be learning over the next few weeks.

Day 2* - This lesson was not included in the original lesson plan.  I decided to

include it in order to review character vocabulary, even though it may have been covered in a previous unit.  If your students are already familiar with it, you could deepen the lesson to include protagonists/antagonists.

Day 3 – Setting is a new concept ( Spanish day

Day 4 – This lesson is a secondary/continuation lesson from Day 3 ( English

Day 5 – I inserted this lesson between the original lessons because I wanted

to start the Problem/Solution sequence on a Spanish day.  Also, putting words together is an idea that students can understand in English, even if they do not understand all of the words being said.

Days 6 and 7 – Problem/Solution sequence ( start Spanish, cont. English

Days 8 and 9 – Although both of these lessons have to do with time change,

I thought the first one to be more complex, so I put it on the Spanish day. The second lesson would be a great place to teach time/sequence phrases in English.
Day 10 – Easy to demonstrate in English, no matter what the reading level

Day 11 – This is a synthesis of several lessons, so it should be in Spanish

Day 12 – Easy to demonstrate different characters/voices in English

Day 13 – More complex, as it has to deal with comprehension ( Spanish 

Day 14 – I like to put an Open Day on and English Day somewhere in the

middle of the unit. This is a good place to catch up or review any material/content vocabulary the students may need.

Day 15 – Easy to demonstrate in English

Day 16 – More difficult concept

Day 17 – Easy to demonstrate in English

Day 18 – Again, more difficult cognitive skill

Days 19 and 20 – These can be demonstrated with an English Read-Aloud

***This page shows the same unit tailored to a program using 3 days of Spanish:2 days of English***

Grade: Second
Unit of Study: Careful Readers Build Comprehension by

Reading                                                                                                  Reading with Fluency, and Pay Attention to the Story Elements/Careful Readers Monitor for Meaning as they Read                                     
	Starting Date: November 28th     Ending Date: December 22nd            

Purposes for this Study:

· Reread to make it sound like talk

· Rereading with your eyes

· reread text the way the author meant for it to sound

Monday                                               Tuesday                                   Wednesday
	                                             Thursday                                          Friday

	Day 1: _______

Readers know that most stories have story elements: characters, setting, problem/solution and time change


	Day 2: _______

Readers identify the setting in their books


	Day 3: _______

Readers pay attention to setting and scene change          


	Day 4: _______

Readers put their words together when they read 


	Day 5: _______

Readers post-it the page where the problem happens          



	Day 6: ________

Readers post-it the page where the solution happens 
	Day 7: _______

Readers can reread to make their voices sound smooth like they are talking


	Day 8: _______

Readers notice when time changes in a story by noticing details in illustrations: different clothes, sky changes


	Day 9: _______

Readers notice when time changes in a story by noticing author’s language (ex. The next day…)


	Day 10: _______

Readers practice retelling using character name s, setting, problem/solution, and time change language



	Day 11: _______                                             

Readers stop and think about how one page connects with the next page                             


	Day 12: _______

Readers think about what’s happening and make their voices sound like their characters     
	Day 13: _______

Readers match their voices to the meaning       


	Day 14: _______

Readers read with your eyes using your “inside” voice.
	Day 15: _______

Open



	Day 16: _______

Readers stop after a chapter and think how it fits with the chapter before           

	Day 17: _______
Readers notice punctuation

	Day 18: _______

Readers re-read parts to make sense of the text       


	Day 19: _______
Open
	Day 20: _______

Readers stop and think after reading parts of the book




Rationale: 3 days of Spanish:2 days of English

Again, I started by listing all of the lessons on a piece of paper.  Then, I decided which language I wanted to use for each lesson.  Finally, I arranged the lessons so that they made sense sequentially and placed them in a manner conducive to teaching in that particular language (some resources that can enable you to think about the ways student conceptually learn the Spanish language is the phonics scope and sequences that can be found in the word study section of the bilingual SAT).  Here is the breakdown for the lessons:

Day 1 – First day, always in Spanish

Day 2 – The setting is good to do in English because of ESL vocabulary

Day 3 – Setting changes should be done in Spanish to ensure understanding

of setting

Day 4 - I did not want to put Problem on an English day, so I inserted the

lesson on putting words together since this could easily be demonstrated in English.

Day 5 – New idea ( Spanish

Day 6 – I wanted to keep Problem and Solution next to each other.

Day 7 – Another lesson that is easy to demonstrate in English

Day 8 – This lesson needs close attention to detail ( Spanish

Day 9 – This is a good opportunity to teach English time words.

Day 10 – This is a summary lesson, so I wanted to do it in Spanish.

Day 11 – Complex idea ( Spanish

Day 12 – Easy to demonstrate in English

Day 13 – Needs more subtle understanding of mood, etc. ( Spanish

Day 14 – Easy to demonstrate in English

Day 15 – I wanted to keep an Open Day in Spanish this time to review or

re-teach any lessons

Day 16 – Complex idea ( Spanish
Day 17 – Easy to demonstrate in English, also good for vocabulary

Day 18 – I debated on whether or not to put this on an English day, but

ultimately decided on Spanish because it could potentially be tricky to demonstrate with English, depending on proficiency levels.
Day 19 – Since I decided to make the previous lesson a Spanish day, I had to

throw in an Open Day here.  Remember that you can use Open days for anything.  It can be something unrelated to the unit if you feel that all students understand the major concepts you have been trying to teach.

Day 20 – This lesson teaches student awareness of comprehension

difficulties and is incredibly important for self-correcting ( Spanish

*** This shows a Writing unit as given by the school***
Grade: Second
Unit of Study: Realistic Fiction     

Writing
(November ‘06)                         
	Starting Date: November 1st      Ending Date: November 30th 
Purposes for this Study:

· Write realistic fiction with a focus on problem/solution

· Develop a character                            


	

	Day 1: _______

What is realistic fiction? 

(Use mentor text to model)


	Day 2: _______

Using existing small moments stories, change the ‘I’ to another name 

	Day 3: _______

Using existing small moments stories, visualize “what if” something happened – add exaggerated trouble
	Day 4: _______

Building your character: sketching outside characteristics, jotting inside characteristics


	Day 5: ________

Create a problem for your character

	Day 6: _______

Create a solution to the problem                                   

	Day 7: _______

Using transition words to show movement through time

	Day 8: _______
Using transition words to build tension

(all of a sudden…)                                                                          

	Day 9: _______

Using action                                                                                                           

	Day 10: _______

Using dialogue                                                                                                         



	Day 11: _______

Creating mood through setting                                                                     

	Day 12: _______

Adding internal thinking

	Day 13: _______

Adding dialogue and dialogue carriers                                  


	Day 14: _______

Show not tell                              
	Day 15: _______

Stretch the setting by using what the character sees, hears, touches, smells and tastes



	Day 16: _______
Conferring with partners to make sure stories are believable by asking “could that really happen?”


	Day 17: _______

Revising endings to show how character has changes
	Day 18: _______

Editing: quotation marks and commas
	Day 19: _______

Publishing: Titles, covers, all about the author’s page…
	Day 20: _______

Celebration: Read your stories fluently with feeling


*** This shows the same unit tailored to a program with 3 days English: 2 days Spanish***
Grade: Second
Unit of Study: Realistic Fiction     

Writing
(November ‘06)                         
	Starting Date: November 1st      Ending Date: November 30th 
Purposes for this Study:

· Write realistic fiction with a focus on problem/solution

· Develop a character                            

Monday                                             Tuesday
	Wednesday 

	
	Day 1: _______

What is realistic fiction? 

(Use mentor text to model)


	Day 2: _______

Using existing small moments stories, change the ‘I’ to another name 

	Day 3: _______

Using existing small moments stories, visualize “what if” something happened – add exaggerated trouble 

	Day 5: ________

Using action in existing small moments

	Day 4: _______

Building your character: sketching outside characteristics, jotting inside characteristics 
	Day 5: ________

Create a problem for your character 
	Day 6: _______

Create a solution to the problem                                   

	Day 8: _______
Using transition words to build tension

(all of a sudden…)                                                       
	Day 7: _______

Using transition words to show movement through time


	Day 16: _______
Conferring with partners to make sure stories are believable by asking “could that really happen?”


	Day 10: _______

Using dialogue                                                                                                         


	Day 15: _______

Stretch the setting by using what the character sees, hears, touches, smells and tastes


	Day 11: _______

Creating mood through setting                                                                     

	Day 12: _______

Adding internal thinking


	Day 13: _______

Adding dialogue and dialogue carriers                                  


	Day 17: _______

Revising endings to show how character has changes
	Day 14: _______

Show not tell                            
	Day 18: _______

Editing: quotation marks and commas

Publishing: Titles, covers, all about the author’s page…


	Day 19: _______

Publishing: Titles, covers, all about the author’s page…

Celebration: Read your stories fluently with feeling


Rationale: 3 days English: 2 days Spanish

Writing in two languages can be tricky, because students have to produce tangible work in both languages.  Some teachers prefer to have students writing the same story in both languages; however, I feel that students would be wasting creative time re-writing the same content for two days in a row (one English day, one Spanish day). While this may seem helpful for English beginners, I feel that it is best to completely separate the two languages and pieces of work.  Ultimately, I have found that the only drawback to this system is that the students have fewer pieces of work to choose from for each language when it comes to publishing.  Also, it is imperative that all students are productive every day.  If a student does not progress in his/her work one day, he/she has essentially lost two days, because they are always adding two new concepts to their work: the previous day’s lesson in the other language and today’s lesson.

Day 1 – First day, always in Spanish:  introduce the writing sample and process of writing in Spanish. 
Day 2 – This is fairly easy to do…find the “I’s” and change them
Day 3 – Adding trouble will require more explanation, better for Spanish
Day 4 – I inserted action here because it would be good ESL review of verbs,

also because I wanted Problems to be on a Spanish day
Day 5 – Good ESL review of descriptive words (adjectives)
Day 6 – New idea, better for Spanish 
Day 7 – Once problem has been introduced, they should be able to do this
Day 8 – I moved tension here because I wanted it on a Spanish day
Day 9 – Good for ESL time words
Day 10 – I thought this should be in the middle of the unit…if students are

not writing realistically, the end of the unit is too late to change it
Day 11 – This concept can be difficult for students to understand
Day 12 – This is a good opportunity to teach descriptive words
Day 13 – Mood is a fairly complex idea ( needs to be taught in Spanish 
Day 14 – Once dialogue is understood, thoughts can be done in English
Day 15 – This should first be done in Spanish, then reviewed the next day in

English to ensure vocabulary development
Day 16 – Revising and character changes are both difficult concepts
Day 17 – Students have already done this in a previous unit
Day 18 – Students are easily confused by this.  They need to fix their punctuation marks AND begin publishing the same day in order to publish in

Spanish as well.
Day 19 – This serves as their English Publishing AND Celebrations day.
*** This shows the same unit tailored to a program with 3 days Spanish: 2 days English***
Grade: Second
Unit of Study: Realistic Fiction     

Writing
(November ‘06)                         
	Starting Date: November 1st      Ending Date: November 30th 
Purposes for this Study:

· Write realistic fiction with a focus on problem/solution

· Develop a character                            

Monday                                           Tuesday
	Wednesday                          Thursday                                          Friday

	Day 1: _______

What is realistic fiction? 

(Use mentor text to model)


	Day 2: _______

Using existing small moments stories, change the ‘I’ to another name 

	Day 3: _______

Using existing small moments stories, visualize “what if” something happened – add exaggerated trouble
	Day 4: _______

Building your character: sketching outside characteristics, jotting inside characteristics


	Day 5: ________

Create a problem for your character

	Day 6: _______

Create a solution to the problem                                   

	Day 7: _______

Using transition words to show movement through time

	Day 8: _______
Using transition words to build tension

(all of a sudden…)                                                                          

	Day 9: _______

Using action                                                                                                           

	Day 10: _______

Using dialogue                                                                                                         



	Day 11: _______

Creating mood through setting                                                                     

	Day 12: _______

Adding internal thinking

	Day 13: _______

Adding dialogue and dialogue carriers                                  


	Day 14: _______
Conferring with partners to make sure stories are believable by asking “could that really happen?”


	Day 15: _______

Stretch the setting by using what the character sees, hears, touches, smells and tastes



	Day 16: _______

Revising endings to show how character has changes 
	Day 17: _______

Show not tell                            

	Day 18: _______

Editing: quotation marks and commas
	Day 19: _______

Publishing: Titles, covers, all about the author’s page…
	Day 20: _______

Celebration: Read your stories fluently with feeling


Rationale: 3 days Spanish: 2 days English

Sometimes, the unit can fall into place very easily, as it did here.  I made very few changes because the lessons happened to fall on the appropriate days.  For those that did not, I simply shifted those around.
Here is the breakdown:

Day 1 – First day ( Spanish

Day 2 – Easy to demonstrate in English

Day 3 – More complex, harder to explain

Day 4 – Good for ESL

Day 5 – New idea

Day 6 – This one could have been done in either language, but I wanted it to

come directly after Problem.

Day 7 – Good for ESL
Day 8 – More complex, needs to be explained in Spanish
Day 9 – Can be demonstrated in English … Good for ESL
Day 10 – Harder concept
Day 11 – Very subtle concept
Day 12 – Once dialogue is understood, thought can be demonstrated in

English
Day 13 – Should be brainstormed first in Spanish, reviewed the next day in

English
Day 14 – Can be done in English
Day 15 – Many students may not be familiar with the five senses
Day 16 – Showing change can be very difficult
Day 17 – Students have already practiced this skill in a previous unit
Day 18 – Students need a LOT of practice with this skill
Day 19 – Students will publish their English work on this day
Day 20 – Students will publish their Spanish work and read their stories

aloud.
