5th Grade ELA

February Unit 5:  Social Issues and Writing to Make a Difference.

Month of February, 2007  (WK 1)

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	Studying social issues can be a wonderful unit that has the ability to bring your class together and really push your kids to think beyond the classroom to the world around them.  The best way to make this unit flow together is by intertwining reading and writing, so that students are reading and studying social issues through literacy and writing about their social issues in the writer’s workshop. Social issues are best discuss through realistic fiction, historical fiction, non-fiction and some biographies and in order to really get students to think deeply about their books it is best to introduce literature circles in the classroom.   

Studying social issues will take a lot of teacher prompting and reinforcing in the beginning. I know that the students are not always able to pick out themes/underlying meanings in stories, but you will be amazed at the connections that students can make to the social issues and their own experiences.  By the end of the unit the students will be able to see through ideas and formulate opinions about what the stories say about the world and the people in the stories.  I know that I will want my students to work in literature circles, each circle with a different text in order to expose the class to a variety of social issues.

I believe that a great way to integrate social issues into writing is by teaching students how to write persuasively.  Through persuasive letters or essays students have the ability to express their opinions on a social issue of their choice and support their opinion with the readings and research they have done. 

Since February is a shortened month and we have a week break, I may decided to start shortly after the ELA test in January in order to dedicate enough time to this important unit.  

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard 4

Power Standard: 

SWBAT:  Share reading experiences to build a relationship with peers or adults; for example, read together silently or aloud with a partner or in small groups

SWBAT:  Ask questions about their    books with a specific purpose. (what are questions that we want to know about? What are questions that we can      anticipate that other people may have? what are questions that other people that are not reading would ask me) 

SWBAT:  Identify why it is important that good readers ask questions. SWBAT list some good questions that readers should ask.

SWBAT:  Define what a social issue is and list some of the social issues that have effected or that continue to affect our society.  

SWBAT point out why learning about social issues is important and how social issues can impact our lives.

SWBAT explain what literature circles are and how they are a great way to express ideas about their books.

SWBAT brainstorm and list rules and expectations for class book circles.  SWBAT to chose their just right book for the social issues unit
	Standard 2:  Literary 


	Standard  

Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Weekly lessons include: 

Day 1: 
SWBAT:  To make a chart of vocab words they recognize/words they are unsure of/words they have never seen before

HW: 
SWBAT:  Make index cars with words and definitions

Day 2:      Activity 1 and 2 in packet

SWBAT:  Trade index cards with words and/or semantic maps for 
some words
Day 3:     Writing to learn activity and activity packet

Day 4: Writing to learn/Activity 3 

Day 5: Quiz

Week 9: Lesson 12 Collective Nouns
	Standard 1

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Analyze the impact of an event or issue from personal and peer group perspectives

SWBAT:  Adjust style of writing, voice and language used according to purpose and intende audience. 

SWBAT:  Identify the general purpose of persuasive writing and describe why it is important by analyzing the impact of an event or social issue 
SWBAT:  Recognize the parts of a persuasive letter and understand that writing a 
persuasive business letter is an 
effective way to speak out about social issues

SWBAT:  Write personal reactions to experiences, events, and social issues through a brainstorming free write

SWBAT:   Identify argument, position, and audience
SWBAT:  Determine argument, position, and adjust writing for a specific audience in their own writing piece

SWBAT:  Identify and differentiate between facts and opinions and use both fact and opinions to develop their brainstorming ideas on their social issue



	Assessments
	Non-Fiction Comprehension Harcourts school supply,


	Running Record:  ECLAS, DRA, TC or Reading A-Z
	Word sort exit slips at the end of the week
	 

	Resources to Refer to:
	Esperanza Rising 

The Diary of Anne Frank

The Watson’s go to Birmingham 1963

The Friendship

Let the Circle be Unbroken

Maniac Magee

The Great Gilly Hopkins

The Man who Love Clowns

The Family under the Bridge

Nothing’s Fair in the 5th Grade

Bud Not Buddy
	F and P First twenty lesson

TC Workshop Model Reading Workshop Lesson.
	Month to Month Phonics, Word Study and Phonics by Spectrum, Making words, 240 vocabulary words 5th graders need to know.
	Writer’s Workshop:  

Lucy Caukins, 

6+ Traits of Writing, 

Writing Mini Lessons. 

Non-Fiction Writing for Elementary Students

NYST Social Studies tests 2004-2006 


February Unit 5:  Social Issues (literature circles) and Writing to Make a Difference. 

Month of February, 2008  (WK 2)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard: 1,4

Power Standard:
SWBAT:  Distinguish between fact and opinion

SWBAT:  Make connections between text being read and own lives, the lives of others, and other texts read in the past

SWBAT:  Respect the age, gender, position, and cultural traditions of the writer

SWBAT:  Describe what the author’s point of view is and determine what the author’s point of view for their own text is.

SWBAT:  Identify text to self, text to text and text to world 
connections and use text 
connections to increase the 
understanding of the effect social issues that their books talk about

SWBAT:  Distinguish facts from opinion

SWBAT:  Give examples of how to talk about a social issue and demonstrate the 
respectful way to discuss 
social issues.

SWBAT:  Identify key concepts, events, persons, and other terms that students need to effectively address the central issue 
SWBAT:  Take a position (what is my opinion?) on a social issue and research the social issue outside of their book club book to get more 
information on the social issue

SWBAT:  Compare and contrast information on one topic from multiple sources
	Standard 2:  Literary 

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Participate 
cooperatively and 
collaboratively in group discussions 
of text

SWBAT:  Decide as a literature circle group what pages they are to read and assign jobs for their own literature circles. 

SWBAT:  Brainstorm and list the behaviors needed to have friendly 
supportive literature circles. 
SWBAT:  Brainstorm, list and practice 
demonstrating proper discussion skills for leading a good book talk.

SWBAT:  To discuss their social issue books 
in literature circles


	 Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Weekly lessons include: 

Day 1: 
SWBAT:  To make a chart of vocab words they recognize/words they are unsure of/words they have never seen before

HW: 
SWBAT:  Make index cars with words and definitions
Day 2:      Activity 1 and 2 in packet

SWBAT:  Trade index cards with words and/or semantic 
maps for some words
Day 3:      Writing to learn activity  and activity packet
Day 4:  Writing to learn/Activity 3 
Day 5:      Quiz

Week 10:  Lesson 13 Content Words: Geography
	Standard 

Power Standard:
SWBAT:  Use a variety of media, such as print and electronic, when writing. 

SWBAT:  Use a variety of prewriting strategies, such as brainstorming, free writing, note taking, and webbing 
SWBAT:  Take notes to record and organize relevant data, facts, and ideas, with 
assistance and use notes as 
part of prewriting activities 

SWBAT:  List opinion statements that will help them pursued  

SWBAT:  Take notes to record and organize a planning page that allows students to develop their ideas and opinions’ surrounding social issue topic 
SWBAT:  Use variety of sources (print, articles, online etc.) to find facts on social issue topic. 

SWBAT:  List relevant facts statements that will help them pursued and that support their 
opinions

SWBAT:  Take notes to record and organize a planning page that allows students to list their facts their surrounding social issue topic 
SWBAT:  Brainstorm, take n notes and webbing, using a 
graphic organizer to form 
ideas about what makes a 
good teacher  

SWBAT:  Properly head their persuasive business letter 

SWBAT:  Identify what a thesis statement is and write several possible thesis statements 

SWBAT:  Construct a thesis statement

	Assessments
	Non-Fiction Comprehension Harcourts school supply,


	Running Record:  ECLAS, DRA, TC or Reading A-Z
	Word sort exit slips at the end of the week
	 

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	F and P First twenty lesson

TC Workshop Model Reading Workshop Lesson.
	 Month to Month Phonics, Word Study and Phonics by Spectrum, Making words, 240 vocabulary words 5th graders need to know.
	Writer’s Workshop:  

Lucy Caukins, 

6+ Traits of Writing, 

Writing Mini Lessons. 

Non-Fiction Writing for Elementary Students

NYST Social Studies tests 2004-2006 


February Unit5:  Social Issues (literature circles) and Writing to Make a Difference

Month of February, 2008  (WK 3)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard: 3

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Evaluate information, ideas, opinions, and themes in texts by identifying a central issue and supporting details, details that are primary and those that are less important, statements of fact, opinion and exaggeration. 

SWBAT:  Identify a central idea and supporting details of various texts 
SWBAT:  Distinguish relevant versus irrelevant information
SWBAT:  Evaluate author’s reliability in a text

SWBAT:  Evaluate information on their social issue to form ideas, opinions and reactions to determine personal interpretation

SWBAT:  Use information and direct quotes from the text to support ideas, opinions and interpretations of the text.
	Standard 2:  Literary 


	 Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Weekly lessons include: 

Day 1: 
SWBAT:  To make a chart of vocab words they recognize/words they are unsure of/words they have never seen before

HW: 
SWBAT:  Make index cars with words and definitions
Day 2:      Activity 1 and 2 in packet

SWBAT:  Trade index cards with words and/or semantic maps for 
some words
Day 3:      Writing to learn activity and activity packet
Day 4: Writing to learn/Activity 3 
Day 5:      Quiz

Week 11: Lesson 15 Funny Words
	Standard 3

Power Standard:  
SWBAT:  Use information and idea from other subject areas and personal experiences to form and express opinions. 

SWBAT:  Write an opening paragraph that has a well constructed thesis statement

SWBAT:  Identify statements that exist to convince the reader 
(generalize) 

SWBAT:  Identify statements that exist to convince the reader (scare) 

SWBAT:  Identify statements that exist to convince the reader (exaggerate)

SWBAT:  Use persuasive language to explain the facts surrounding their social issue topic

SWBAT:  Use persuasive language to explain their formative opinions surrounding their social issue topic in 3 body paragraphs

SWBAT:  Write a conclusion paragraph that restates the thesis statement and thanks the reader for caring about the social issue

SWBAT:  Use the proper business letter format to close their persuasive letter

	Assessments
	Non-Fiction Comprehension Harcourts school supply,


	Running Record:  ECLAS, DRA, TC or Reading A-Z
	Word sort exit slips at the end of the week
	 

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	F and P First twenty lesson

TC Workshop Model Reading Workshop Lesson.
	 Month to Month Phonics, Word Study and Phonics by Spectrum, Making words, 240 vocabulary words 5th graders need to know.
	Writer’s Workshop:  

Lucy Caukins, 

6+ Traits of Writing, 

Writing Mini Lessons. 

Non-Fiction Writing for Elementary Students

NYST Social Studies tests 2004-2006 


February Unit 5:  Social Issues (literature circles) and Writing to Make a Difference. 

Month of February, 2008  (WK 4)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard: 3

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Identify different perspectives, such as social, cultural, ethnic, and historical on an issue presenting in one or more than one text. 

SWBAT:  Identify and recognize whether or not the social issue (race, gender, ethnicity, religious beliefs, cultural traditions etc.) are true representations of people and situations in the texts.  

SWBAT:  Reflect on social issues by asking what have we learned?

SWBAT:  Reflect on social issues by asking what must we 

SWBAT:  Demonstrate understanding of the social issues associated with their texts through literary response. 
	Standard 2:  Literary 


	 Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Weekly lessons include: 

Day 1: 
SWBAT:  To make a chart of vocab words they recognize/words they are unsure of/words they have never seen before

HW: 
SWBAT:  Make index cars with words and definitions
Day 2:  Activity 1 and 2 in packet

SWBAT:  Trade index cards with words and/or semantic maps for some words
Day 3: Writing to learn activity and activity packet
Day 4:  Writing to learn/Activity 3 
Day 5:       Quiz

Week 12:  Lesson 16 and 17 Latin Root Words 
	Standard 

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Review writing independently in order to revise for focus, development of ideas, and organization.  
SWBAT:  Maintain a portfolio that includes writing for social 
communication

SWBAT:  Revise and improve thesis statement

SWBAT:  Revise for development of facts and opinions and that writing follows proper organization format.  
SWBAT:  Revise their own persuasive letter using revision checklist

SWBAT:  Revise their partners essay using a revision checklist (peer edit) 

SWBAT:  Revise and edit their persuasive piece to make sure they are professional and ready to be sent to the intended audience

SWBAT:  Publish their persuasive letters and include the social 
communication piece in their 
writing portfolio




