5th Grade ELA

October Unit 2:  Reading and Interpreting Non-Fiction texts and responding to Document Based Questions. 

Month of October, 2007  (WK 1)

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	 It is important to focus on the features of Non-Fiction texts because it is an area that students are expected to be able to read, interpret and evaluate. It is also extremely important for 5th graders, because it is the best Social Studies test prep that you can offer your students.  The DBQ (Document Based Questions) portion of the test solely relies on their ability to read, interpret, draw conclusions and respond to questions based on a set of non-fiction documents and texts. For the reading portion of the literacy block it is best to use shorter non-fiction texts on a variety of topics that each student can have to read and evaluate over the unit.  It is easiest to collect sources from various magazines, readers and online sources and create packets for your students.  This way each student has a leveled folder of texts with which to practice the comprehension strategies that are being taught.

The DBQ essay is going to be a new type of writing for the students.  I know that I will have to do a lot of modeling and teacher assisting through the research process.  It will help me to make sure that I can have a shared writing piece for the class to work on to make the concepts learned through writing a DBQ essay clear before the students work independently.  It is essential that students understand how to do research upon completion of this unit as they will need that skill to write other pieces later in the year.  It is best to choose one topic that the class can write together, and then one topic that each student works on independently.  The  2004-2006 Social Studies state tests offer excellent DBQ essay information.  I know that I will choose one of the past essays and give the packet to each student to use as our topic for the DBQ essay.  This way students are familiar with the format of the DBQ and are able to write document based research papers in an organized manner. 

Also, in word study, I am focusing heavily on social studies content words.  I believe this will be extremely important in order for them to decode and do their best on the test.  It is important that I am immersing the social studies vocabulary in the non-fiction reading so that the students can see the words in context.

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard

Power Standards: 

SWBAT:  Use text features, such as headings, captions, and titles, to understand and interpret informational texts. 

SWBAT:  Use the table of contents and index to locate 

information. 

SWBAT:  To identify the parts of a non-fiction text including  the table of contents, subheadings, index, glossary, pictures, captions and the text.

SWBAT:  Use proper pre-reading strategies to preview  non-fiction texts

SWBAT:  Make predictions about a text by asking questions about titles subheadings.

SWBAT:  Make predictions about a non-fiction text by asking questions about the pictures and their captions.

SWBAT:  Discover new information by asking “who, what, where, when, why, and 

how” questions about the text. (5 W’s and H).
	Standard 2:  Literary 

Daily Objectives: SWBAT:  Read and interpret non-fictions texts 

SWBAT:  Use a book-log to chart pages and minutes 

read. 


SWBAT:  Use reading supplies during reader’s workshop (books, post-its,  etc.)
SWBAT:  Display friendly book behavior while reading

	Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Acquire new vocabulary by 
                 reading a variety of texts (non-fiction vocabulary)

Phonics – Using context clues

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Editing Focus: Punctuation

SWBAT:  End most sentences with a period

SWBAT:  Use a period to abbreviate titles, months, days of the week, times of day and units of measure
SWBAT:  End a sentence that asks a question with a question mark

SWBAT:  End some sentences that show strong feeling or surprise with an exclamation point

Vocabulary – Activating prior knowledge to determine meanings of words in NF texts

Social Study content words


	Standard 1 

Power Standard:  

SWBAT:  Compare and         contrast ideas and 
information from two sources 
SWBAT:  Use supporting evidence from text to evaluate ideas,  information, themes, or experiences. 

Daily Objectives:  

SWBAT:  Identify features of a document

SWBAT:  Explain what a primary source is.
SWBAT:  Explain what a secondary source is.
SWBAT:  Compare and contrast primary and 
secondary sources

SWBAT:  Identify the features of DBQ and understand the prewriting strategies needed to answer a DBQ

 SWBAT:  Chunk information in a document in order to gather information.
SWBAT:  Find the main idea of documents by 
looking at the information they have gathered.
SWBAT:  Gather relevant supporting evidence for the main idea that they have identified from their DBQ. 


	Assessments
	Name the parts of a non-fiction book quiz

5 W’s and H quiz
	Running Record:  ECLAS, DRA, TC or Reading A-Z
	Word sort exit slips at the end of the week
	 

	Resources to Refer to:
	Non-Fiction Comprehension Harcourts school supply,

Scholastic.com

Weekly Reader

Time for Kids


	F and P First twenty lesson

TC Workshop Model Reading Workshop Lesson.
	 Month to Month Phonics, Word Study and Phonics by Spectrum, Making words, 240 vocabulary words 5th graders need to know.
	Writer’s Workshop:  

Lucy Caukins, 

6+ Traits of Writing, 

Writing Mini Lessons. 

Non-Fiction Writing for Elementary Students

NYST Social Studies tests 2004-2006 


October Unit 2: 
Reading and Interpreting Non-Fiction texts and responding to Document Based Questions. 
Month of October, 2007  (WK 2)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards: 1 

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Skim material to gain an overview of content or locate specific information. 
SWBAT:  Recognize organizational formats to assist in comprehension of informational texts. 
SWBAT:  State or summarize a main idea and support/elaborate with relevant details. 

SWBAT:  List reasons why people write non-fiction texts and reasons why people read non-fiction texts.

SWBAT:  Skim a text using NF text features in order to gain an overview of the text’s content. 

SWBAT:  Recognize NF text format to assist in identifying the main idea of the text 

SWBAT:  Identify and explain the main idea of a text by using titles 
and subheadings, and creating a new title for the text.

SWBAT:  Identify and explain the main idea of a text by using pictures and their captions.

SWBAT:  Discuss the main idea of a text based on the title, subheadings, and post-its they ask questions on.

SWBAT:  Summarize the main idea of a text using all of the strategies for the week.


	Standard 2:  Literary 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Use a book-log to chart pages and minutes read. 


SWBAT:  Use reading supplies during reader’s workshop (books, post-its, etc.)
SWBAT:  Display friendly book behavior while reading

	Phonics – Using context clues

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Editing Focus: Punctuation

SWBAT:  Follow words that are exclamations with a comma
SWBAT:  Separate phrases with a comma

SWBAT:  Use a comma before and after a word or phrase that renames or gives more information about a noun. 

SWBAT:  Use a comma to separate a direct quotation from the person who is speaking

Vocabulary – Activating prior knowledge to determine meanings of words in NF texts

Social Studies content words
	Standard 3

Power Standard:  
SWBAT:  Use strategies, such as note taking, semantic webbing or mapping, to plan and organize writing. 
SWBAT:  Adopt an organizational format, such as chronological order, that is appropriate for informational writing. 

SWBAT:  Take notes on DBQ documents in order to 
gather relevant data as a 
part of prewriting. 

SWBAT:  Create an essay web, planning page or note  taking page, to help organize the DBQ essay 
response 
SWBAT:  Organize main ideas and supporting details into an essay outline. 

SWBAT:  Paraphrase and 

summarize documents 
SWBAT:  Utilize document writing catch phrases into DBQ essay responses

SWBAT:  Apply their knowledge of finding the main ideas, and gathering supporting  details in order to write a clear and informative 
topic sentence



	Assessments
	
	Running Record:  ECLAS, DRA, TC or Reading A-Z
	Word sort exit slips at the end of the week
	 

	Resources to Refer to:
	Scholastic.com

Weekly Reader

Time for Kids


	F and P First twenty lesson

TC Workshop Model Reading Workshop Lesson.
	 Month to Month Phonics, Word Study and Phonics by Spectrum, Making words, 240 vocabulary words 5th graders need to know.
	Writer’s Workshop:  

Lucy Caukins, 

6+ Traits of Writing, 

Writing Mini Lessons. 

Non-Fiction Writing for Elementary Students

NYST Social Studies tests 2004-2006 


October Unit 2:  Reading and Interpreting Non-Fiction texts and responding to Document Based Questions. 

Month of October, 2007  (WK 3)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard: 

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Distinguish fact from opinion
SWBAT:  Use establish criteria to analyze the quality of information of a text 

SWBAT:  Identify facts and opinions in a text by looking for clue words for each.
SWBAT:  Identify facts and opinions in a text by looking for clue words for each.

SWBAT:  Analyze whether an article is trustworthy by the amount of facts or opinions, asking questions about the author’s statements.
SWBAT:  Define bias, and locate bias in an article by looking for more facts than opinions

SWBAT:  Choose reliable non-fiction texts that aid with their non-fiction writing based on an established criteria. 
	Standard 2:  Literary 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Use a book- log to chart 
pages and minutes read. 


SWBAT:  Use reading supplies 
during reader’s 
workshop  (books, post- its, etc.)

SWBAT:  Display 
friendly book 
behavior while reading

	Phonics – Using context clues

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Editing Focus: Punctuation

SWBAT:  End the greeting and closing of a letter with 
a comma

SWBAT:  Use a comma to 
separate the date from the year, cities from states, cities from countries
SWBAT:  Separate three or more words in a series with a comma
SWBAT:  Separate two or more adjectives used in a 
Row
SWBAT:  Use a comma and a connecting word to put two sentences together

Vocabulary – Activating prior knowledge to determine meanings of words in NF texts

Social Study Content words
	Standard 1

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Use at least three sources of information in writing a report, with assistance.. 

SWBAT:  Write an introduction paragraph that includes a clear topic sentence and outlines the three main topics that will be discussed in the DBQ essay 

SWBAT:  Write three body paragraphs that cite and reference document sources in order to answer DBQ’s  (2-3 days)

SWBAT:  Compose a conclusion paragraph that restates the main idea of the DBQ essay

 

	Assessments
	
	Running Record:  ECLAS, DRA, TC or Reading A-Z
	Word sort exit slips at the end of the week
	 

	Resources to Refer to:
	Scholastic.com

Weekly Reader

Time for Kids


	F and P First twenty lesson

TC Workshop Model Reading Workshop Lesson.
	 Month to Month Phonics, Word Study and Phonics by Spectrum, Making words, 240 vocabulary words 5th graders need to know.
	Writer’s Workshop:  

Lucy Caukins, 

6+ Traits of Writing, 

Writing Mini Lessons. 

Non-Fiction Writing for Elementary Students

NYST Social Studies tests 2004-2006 


October Unit 2:  
Reading and Interpreting Non-Fiction texts and responding to Document Based Questions. 

Month of October, 2007  (WK 4)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard: 1

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Read to collect and interpret data, facts, and ideas from multiple sources. 

SWBAT:  Use various non-fiction sources to get general information about a subject.

SWBAT:  Use non-fiction sources to get specific information about a subject. 
SWBAT:  Complete a short assessment on fact and opinion and bias in non-fiction texts. 
	Standard 2:  Literary 


	Phonics – Using context clues

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Editing Focus: Punctuation

SWBAT:  Use an apostrophe to form a contraction

SWBAT:  Add an apostrophe plus an “s”  to show possession

SWBAT:  Put an apostrophe after the letter s when showing that more than one person owns something
SWBAT:  Use quotation marks before and after a direct quote and  place the end mark inside the quotation mark

Vocabulary – Activating prior knowledge to determine meanings of words in NF texts

Social Study Content words
	Standard 3

Power Standard: 
SWBAT:  Use precise vocabulary in writing analysis and evaluation, with assistance

SWBAT:  Maintain a writing portfolio that includes informational  writing

SWBAT:  Revise writing piece to check or precise vocabulary that is used in the DBQ essay.

SWBAT:  Edit their DBQ essay response for proper capitalization, punctuation, and grammar and check that all sources are referenced and cited.  

SWBAT:  Publish their DBQ essays and celebrate the completion of their second writing piece.

SWBAT:  Place their publish informational writing piece into their writing portfolio

	Assessments
	
	Running Record:  ECLAS, DRA, TC or Reading A-Z
	Word sort exit slips at the end of the week
	Final published writing piece

	Resources to Refer to:
	Non-Fiction Comprehension Harcourts school supply,

Scholastic.com

Weekly Reader

Time for Kids


	F and P First twenty lesson

TC Workshop Model Reading Workshop Lesson.
	 Month to Month Phonics, Word Study and Phonics by Spectrum, Making words, 240 vocabulary words 5th graders need to know.
	Writer’s Workshop:  

Lucy Caukins, 

6+ Traits of Writing, 

Writing Mini Lessons. 

Non-Fiction Writing for Elementary Students

NYST Social Studies tests 2004-2006 


