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	Unit #
	Unit
	Unit Length
	Dates
	Essential Understandings
	Essential Questions. 

	1
	Reader’s Read with Stamina, Fluency, Engagement, Meaning, and Attention to Print
	19 days
	September 4th - 28
	Reading: Students should be able to recognize the readings strategies that good readers use to become better readers. Students should comprehend that reading is an essential skill that must be used by all people in order to learn and grow.  Students will start to explore different genres of books and begin instilling good independent reading habits. 

Writing: Students should be able to recognize how writers use a formative process to create written work. Students should comprehend that writing is an essential skill used by all people to express feelings, thoughts, opinions, creativity etc. Students will be able to identify a moment in their life to retell in a narrative voice.
	How do I push myself to become a better reader and writer?
What skills can I learn now that will make me a lifelong reader and writer?

How does following the writing process prepare students to become life long writers?



	2
	Reading and Interpreting Non-Fiction texts and responding to Document Based Questions
	20-22 days
	October 1 – 31
	Reading: Students will explore the genre of non-fiction and recognize the features of a non-fiction text

Writing: Students will be able to analyze documents and answer questions about the documents in both short answer and essay form.
	How does the study of United States history shape our ability to perceive the world around us?

	3
	Character Study
	20 days
	Nov. 1 – 30
	Reading: Students will be able identify character traits, and how characters contribute to fiction stories

Writing: Students will be able to write fiction stories that focus on the development of characters.
	How do physical characteristics and personality traits affect a person’s life?



	4
	Test Sophistication

	20-25 days
	Dec. 3- Jan. 11 (or up until the ELA test)
	Reading: Students will refine their reading comprehension skills and apply them to test-like situations.

Writing: Students will focus on writing short and long answer responses to short texts.
	How does the interpretation of literature, through the expression of thoughts and opinions, expand a students mind and allow them to become more engaged in the act of reading? 



	5
	Social Issues and Writing to Make a Difference
	20-25 days
	Jan. 21 – Feb. 22
	Reading: Students will read a combination of realistic/historical fiction and non-fiction articles that focus on social issues that are prevalent in our world communities.  They will revisit non-fiction strategies as well as apply their text connections skills in order to become acquainted with how issues affect the world around us.

Writing: Students will use their knowledge of social issues to formulate opinions on an issue that they feel strongly about.  They will use these opinions, supported by facts, to write a persuasive writing piece.  
	What causes us to believe and form opinions about things? Are people more persuaded by scientific fact or strong, emotional opinion? Why? What can we do to become more aware of social issues and how can we make an impact in the world around us?

	6
	Fairy Tale and Fiction Story Writing
	20 days
	March. 2 – 28
	Reading: Students will immerse themselves in fairy tale by exploring the characteristics of fairy tale (metaphor/simile, personification, rule of 3, magic etc.)

Writing:  Students will write their own fairy tale story or an adaptation of a fairy tale story by adding fairy tale elements to their fiction story. 
	Why do people tell stories?

Why are stories an affective way to teach a lesson?  

Example: in school, we teach many concepts by reading, as a class, about a similar situation, or a character who has experienced something we can connect to (class studies of Felita, There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom, to teach various academic objectives, as well as social skills like tolerance and 

Why do societies and cultures choose certain stories to pass down from generation to generation?  What do those stories tell us about the people and culture they represent?

Why are stories so appealing?  Why do we enjoy narratives so much?



	7
	Poetry
	25 days
	Apr. 14 – May 16 
	Reading: Students will read various types of poetry in order to recognize specific poetry forms, as well, as use reading comprehension skills to interpret the meaning of poems.

Writing: Students will create many different forms of poetry and recognize certain poetic elements that are used in poetry writing. Students will also understand that writing poetry is a way to express emotion.
	Why are poems written? What makes a good poem? What can we do to understand poetry?



	8
	Biography
	20- 25 days
	May 19 – June 20
	Reading: Readers will be able to read the stories of people in order to learn from the lives lived before you.

Writing: Writers will be able to write a biography of a famous person in order to learn more about their lives, as well as, be able to retell in their own writing the important life events and accomplishments of the person they are studying. 
	How do people’s lives affect the way we live our lives today?  What lessons can we learn from the lives lived before us?


Extra Notes:

I allotted an extra 2 weeks at the end of the year to accommodate any time that may have been lost or units that are behind schedule due to testing, holidays etc. If the class stays on track for the school year, the extra time at the end of the year can be used for portfolio preparation, review of skills and revisiting a favorite writing piece. 
