4th Grade ELA LTP 

	Unit #
	Unit
	Unit Length
	Dates
	Enduring Understandings
	Essential Questions

	1
	Launching The Writing Workshop/
Launching the Reading Workshop

	3 Weeks
	3/10/07 – 3/28/07
	· Good readers can function independently.

· There are six steps in the writing process. 
	· What do I need to do to be a successful independent reader?
· How do the steps of the writing process enable me to write a better essay?

	2
	Story/Fiction
	4 Weeks
	10/1/07 – 10/31/07
	· Good readers make text to self connections and analyze characters to develop comprehension skills.
· Good writers internalize the writing process to produce published pieces.
	· What kinds of connections can I make with the texts I read?

· What are common character traits?

· How do I improve the quality of my writing?

	3
	Persuasive Essay & Nonfiction Reading
	3 Weeks
	11/1/07 – 11/21/07
11/26/07 – 11/30/07
	· Good readers use the text structure to make meaning of the text.
· Good understand the research process and how to format a research paper.
	· What are common features of nonfiction texts?
· How can structure and features of text help me to create meaning?

· What is the format for a research paper?

	4
	Test Preparation
	3 Weeks
	12/3/07 – 12/21/07
	· Good readers always refer to the text when answering questions on exams.
· Good readers understand all the different ways a question is asked.

· Good writers use the same format to answer all questions on the state exam.
	· What are the different ways a question can be asked?
· When do I need to look back at the passage?

· How do I answer extended response and short answer questions?



	5
	Close Reading of Short Texts
	4 Weeks
	1/2/08 – 1/31/08
	· Short texts are in a variety of genres.
· Using various comprehension strategies helps make meaning of short texts.

· Good writers use textual evidence to support their writing and ideas about texts.
	· What strategies do I use to make meaning of short texts?
· How do I support my ideas about books/texts?

	6
	Social Issues/Personal Essay
	3 Weeks
	2/1/08 – 2/28/08 (1 Week is Vacation)
	· Good readers identify cultural influences in texts.  Good readers analyze and make connections between the social issues that are brought up in texts.
· Good writers hook their readers with a strong introduction and use a conclusion to tie up their writing.
	· What types of connections can I make to texts?
· What are some strategies to hook my reader?

· How can my conclusion and introduction work together to strengthen my essay?

	7
	Series Book Clubs/Edge of the Seat Stories
	4 Weeks
	3/3/08 – 3/31/08
	· Good readers use strategies they have learned to discuss books with a partner.
· Good readers make connections across book series.

· Good writers use the element of suspense in their writing.
	· How do I have successful book talks?
· What are the similarities and differences between books within the same series?

· What is the element of suspense and how do I use it in my writing?

	8
	Historical Fiction/Content Area Writing Social Studies
	3 Weeks
	4/1/08 – 4/30/08 (1.5 Weeks of Vacation)
	· Good readers can learn about historical events and time periods from fiction books.
· Good writers combine information from various sources to produce a report of information.
	· How do I know what is real and what is fiction when I read a historical fiction book?
· What types of sources do I need to have a complete report of information?

	9
	Poetry
	3 Weeks
	5/1/08 – 5/30/08
	· Poetry doesn’t have just one style; poems come in all different shapes, sizes, and topics.
	· What are some common forms of poetry?
· What are the ingredients for writing a good poem?

	10
	Autobiography/

Realistic Fiction

	3 Weeks
	6/1/08 – 6/24/08
	· Good readers activate prior knowledge when reading.
· Good writers draw on personal experiences when writing and use their own voice to write.
	· How do I determine what is important and what to leave out when writing about my personal experiences?


