4th Grade ELA

Unit 8 – Historical Fiction/Content Area Writing Social Studies

Week 1

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	In Reading Workshop students will begin studying Historical Fiction as a genre.  Students have probably not had a lot of experience with this genre so it will be necessary to spend a few days discussing what historical fiction is and what features historical fiction has.  Once students have a clear understanding of historical fiction I want them to discover books that interest them.  Therefore I want to have a variety of books on different events/time periods in history for students to choose from.  I also am going to want to encourage students to read as much as possible about whatever topic they choose to write on in the writing piece.

In the Writer’s Workshop the students are writing a report of information. The students have already learned how to create report style writing so the process shouldn’t be the focus.  I will want to focus on the content.  This is an opportunity for students to choose something that they want to learn more about, research that topic and inform their classmates.  I am going to want to contain the choices to the current unit we are studying in social studies that way I can provide them with articles from various sources to use in their research.  In addition I am going to have a shared writing piece to explicitly model the concept of content area writing to the students.

April is a short month due to the spring break.  So there are about 2.5 weeks worth of lessons here to allow time to accommodate the break and allow students to give presentations of their topics.

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Study a genre

SWBAT:  Identify literary elements

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Define fiction

SWBAT:  List, define and recognize elements 

                 of Historical Fiction

SWBAT:  Read and evaluate Historical 

                 Fiction pieces using story elements 

	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure – Avoiding Fragments & Run-On’s

Fluency – Reading with Expression

Vocabulary – Using a dictionary and thesaurus to assist in writing compositions


	Power Standard 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Use ideas from multiple sources to draw 

                 conclusions

SWBAT:  Express opinions and judgments about a 

                 particular historical topic

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Know what a report of information is

SWBAT:  Choose one topic to explore from the Social 

                 Studies Unit

SWBAT:  Research their ideas using at least 3 articles

SWBAT:  Locate important ideas using a highlighter

SWBAT:  Take notes using highlighted segments

	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Island of the Blue Dolphins – Scott O’Dell

Number the Stars – Lois Lowry


	
	 Mentor Texts




Unit 8 

Week 2

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Compare & Contrast Information

SWBAT:  Collect and interpret information 

                 from different sources

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Read and evaluate two different 

                 Historical Fiction accounts of the 

                 same event using a Venn Diagram

SWBAT:  Read and evaluate HF using a story 

                 map


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure– Avoiding Fragments & Run-On’s

Fluency – Reading with Expression

Vocabulary – Using a dictionary and thesaurus to assist in writing compositions


	Power Standard 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Use ideas from multiple sources to draw 

                 conclusions

SWBAT:  Express opinions and judgments about a 

                 particular historical topic

SWBAT:  Produce a structured report of information

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Create a graphic organizer to organize their 

                 ideas (T-Chart with opinions/evidence for 

                 three arguments)

SWBAT:  Begin to draft starting with the body – 2nd 

                 paragraph

SWBAT:  Draft starting with the body – 3rd paragraph

SWBAT:  Draft starting with the body – 4th paragraph

SWBAT:  Draft - Introduction


	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Island of the Blue Dolphins – Scott O’Dell

Number the Stars – Lois Lowry


	
	 Mentor Texts




Unit 8 

Week 3

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Practice comprehension strategies

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Make inferences about HF pieces

SWBAT:  Make predictions about HF pieces

SWBAT:  Visualize settings in HF stories

SWBAT:  Sequence events in HF stories
	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure – Avoiding Fragments & Run-On’s

Fluency – Reading with Expression

Vocabulary – Using a dictionary and thesaurus to assist in writing compositions


	Power Standard 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Produce a content piece based on current 

                 social studies unit

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Draft – Conclusion

SWBAT:  Revise by asking if my main idea is clear

SWBAT:  Edit

SWBAT:  Publish & Celebrate



	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Island of the Blue Dolphins – Scott O’Dell

Number the Stars – Lois Lowry


	
	 Mentor Texts




