4th Grade ELA

Unit 6 – Social Issues/Personal Essay

Week 1

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	While these two units are not closely intertwined they work nicely together in that students are analyzing personal experiences of others and themselves for both units.  The writing unit goes back to some of the work that was done at the beginning of the year.  Students will be able to activate prior knowledge to assist them in finding topics that they would like to write about.  In this unit it is going to become important for the students to begin to understand what a writer’s voice is and begin to find their own writer’s voice.  

Studying social issues will take a lot of teacher prompting and reinforcing in the beginning. I know that the students are not always able to pick out themes/underlying meanings in stories.  However, by the end of the unit the students will be able to see through ideas and formulate opinions about what the stories say about the world and the people in the stories.  I know that I will want the students to have copies of each of the stories that we are going to be reading (selected passages from Through My Eyes only), so I need to make sure that I have reading packets for every student.  I will also get together a social issues author study (Eve Bunting) so that students can explore other issues that we are not covering explicitly in the lessons.

There are only 2.5 weeks of lessons to account for the week off in February, and to accommodate interim testing.  

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Make inferences and draw 

                 conclusions

SWBAT:  Make textual connections to self, 

                 literature, and world

SWBAT:  Identify cultural influences in texts

SWBAT:  Evaluate literary content

Daily Objectives:

Text 1:  A Chair For My Mother

· Good readers identify what the story is really about

· Good reader identify whose story is being told and what group(s) he/she represents

· Good readers identify what the story says about the world

Text 2:  The Meaning of Algebra

· Good readers identify what the story is really about

· Good readers identify what the author is trying to say


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Capitalization & Punctuation

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Thesaurus Skills


	Power Standard 2 & 3

SWBAT:  Focus on the writing process to begin 

                 writing a Personal Essay

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Know the difference between a story and an 

                 essay

SWBAT:  List topics and jot down ideas about 

                 people/places/things that are important to 

                 them

SWBAT:  Select a seed idea for a personal essay

SWBAT:  Tell their main idea in a sentence or two

SWBAT:  Make categories/sub-ideas using their main 

                 idea



	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

A Chair For My Mother – Vera Williams

The Meaning Of Algebra – Jesus Colon

The Jacket – Gary Soto

Through My Eyes – Ruby Bridges

Response to Literature – The Meaning of Algebra
	
	 Mentor Texts




Unit 6 

Week 2

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Make inferences and draw 

                 conclusions

SWBAT:  Make textual connections to self, 

                 literature, and world

SWBAT:  Identify cultural influences in texts

SWBAT:  Evaluate literary content

Daily Objectives:

· Good readers identify what the story says about the world

Text 3:  The Jacket

· Good readers identify what the story is really about

· Good readers identify what the author is trying to say

· Good readers identify whose story is being told and what group(s) he/she represents

Text 4:  Through My Eyes

· Good readers identify whose story is being told and what group(s) he/she represents


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Capitalization & Punctuation

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Thesaurus Skills


	Power Standard 2 & 3

SWBAT:  Focus on composition

SWBAT:  Find an author’s voice

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Complete an organizer to prepare to draft

SWBAT:  Write a first draft using their graphic 

                 organizer as a guide

SWBAT:  Hook their readers with a strong 

                 introduction

SWBAT:  Revise the body of their essay by adding 

                 more details to the heart of their story

SWBAT:  Tie their essay together by writing a strong 

                 conclusion

	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

A Chair For My Mother – Vera Williams

The Meaning Of Algebra – Jesus Colon

The Jacket – Gary Soto

Through My Eyes – Ruby Bridges

Response to Literature – The Meaning of Algebra
	
	 Mentor Texts




Unit 6 

Week 3

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Make inferences and draw 

                 conclusions

SWBAT:  Make textual connections to self, 

                 literature, and world

SWBAT:  Identify cultural influences in texts

SWBAT:  Evaluate literary content

Daily Objectives:

Text 4:  Through My Eyes

· Good readers identify what the authors wants me to think about these different groups of people

· Good readers identify what the story says about the world
	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Capitalization & Punctuation

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Thesaurus Skills


	Power Standard 2 & 3

SWBAT:  Write a structured 5 paragraph essay

SWBAT:  Produce a literary essay

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Edit their essay using an editing checklist

SWBAT:  Publish and Celebrate



	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

A Chair For My Mother – Vera Williams

The Meaning Of Algebra – Jesus Colon

The Jacket – Gary Soto

Through My Eyes – Ruby Bridges

Response to Literature – The Meaning of Algebra
	
	 Mentor Texts




