4th Grade ELA

Unit 5 – Close Reading of Short Text

Week 1

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	While the students have had a test prep unit in December these units accompany ELA test preparation.  I have built in an extra few days in case there are additional test prep lessons that the students need before the ELA test – which is why there are no specific lessons for the fourth week.  There are days missed due to the ELA test in the second week as well.  However, allowing extra time in the fourth week allows me to either devote more time to test prep at the beginning and push the rest of the lessons back, or to reassess student concept mastery at the end of the month.  I chose these units because part of January still incorporates test prep and these units will help students gain new skills in writing about literature and to prepare them for the types of texts they will see on the ELA exam.  By forming ideas about short texts and studying different comprehension strategies that relate to short texts students are reinforcing what they have learned throughout the year and building their confidence for the ELA exam.  I also know that the students will need a significant amount of teacher assistance to select one main idea to form an essay around.  Giving students options for topics will enhance students writing and decrease student frustration levels.  For reading it will be important for me to make sure that every student has short texts on their reading level.  I will have to prepare a folder for each student that has short texts on a variety of topics in a variety of genres for each student.

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Solidify test related reading 

                strategies

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Identify main idea of a short text

SWBAT:  Identify cause & Effect in a short text

SWBAT:  Draw conclusions based on text evidence

SWBAT:  Make inferences based on text 

events

SWBAT:  Locate and use context clues


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Subjects & Verbs

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Dictionary Skills


	Power Standard 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Support ideas using textual evidence

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Be introduced to a literary essay

SWBAT:  Begin writing by studying short texts and jotting down thoughts

SWBAT:  Study a poem and jot down thoughts

SWBAT:  Study another short text and jot down thoughts

SWBAT:  Study another poem and jot down thoughts

	Assessments
	· DRA
· State ELA Exam
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· State ELA Exam
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Articles of various genres/lengths from Time For Kids, National Geographic for Kids, Scholastic Readers, etc.
	
	 Mentor Texts




Week 2

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Solidify test related reading 

                 strategies

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Identify Author’s purpose

SWBAT:  Make notes in the margin


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Subjects & Verbs

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Dictionary Skills


	Power Standard 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Support ideas using textual evidence

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Select text and main idea/topic for their essay

SWBAT:  Plan and draft two sub ideas to support their main idea



	Assessments
	· DRA
· State ELA Exam
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· State ELA Exam
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Articles of various genres/lengths from Time For Kids, National Geographic for Kids, Scholastic Readers, etc.
	
	 Mentor Texts




Week 3

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Develop and practice 

                 comprehension strategies

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Identify genre of a short text

SWBAT:  Skim a short text for details

SWBAT:  Reread to gain clarity

SWBAT:  Stop periodically to monitor for meaning

SWBAT:  Underline context clues
	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Subjects & Verbs

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Dictionary Skills


	Power Standard 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Support ideas using textual evidence

SWBAT:  Write a Literary Essay

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Collect information, idea and opinions to support the main idea

SWBAT:  Use a T chart to organize ideas

SWBAT:  Draft an essay by starting with the body of  the essay

SWBAT:  Draft the introduction

SWBAT:  Draft the conclusion

	Assessments
	· DRA
· State ELA Exam
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· State ELA Exam
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Articles of various genres/lengths from Time For Kids, National Geographic for Kids, Scholastic Readers, etc.
	
	 Mentor Texts




Unit 5

Week 4

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Subjects & Verbs

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Dictionary Skills


	Power Standard 1 & 3

SWBAT:  Focus on English and Grammar

SWBAT:  Write a Literary Essay

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Revise their essay

SWBAT:  Self and peer edit their essay

SWBAT:  Publish their essay



	Assessments
	· DRA
· State ELA Exam
· Reading Skills Conferences


	
	· Writing Conferences
· State ELA Exam
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Articles of various genres/lengths from Time For Kids, National Geographic for Kids, Scholastic Readers, etc.
	
	 Mentor Texts




