4th Grade ELA

December Writing Unit 4 – Test Preparation Unit

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	This month is a really good opportunity to prepare for the ELA exam. There are 30 test preparation lessons that the city has prepared.  Since I don’t have time to do all 30 I chose the 15 that I think are the best ones for the students to have.  Obviously this will depend on your students and their level.  The writing that has to be done on the ELA exam is different than the writing that is done in Writer’s Workshop so I want to have multiple opportunities to go over the format of the writing and how to use the planning page.  This unit will help students successfully write answers to ELA test questions by incorporating strategies they have already learned and using specific formatting that will be taught. This unit enables students to achieve success on the state exam.  

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, & 3

SWBAT:  Develop and practice comprehension strategies

SWBAT:  Develop and practice test related reading strategies

SWBAT:  Study a variety of genres

Daily Objectives

SWBAT:  Identify strategies to feel more confident as test takers

SWBAT:  Notice and identify the structure and features of the 

                 ELA test

SWBAT:  Go back to the passage to find evidence for their 

                 answer choices 

SWBAT:  Create images in our minds when we read a passage

SWBAT:  Identify the author’s purpose in writing a passage
	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Vocabulary – Vocabulary Acquisition


	Power Standard 1, 2, & 3

SWBAT:  Prepare for ELA test 

                 requirements

SWBAT:   Structure their use of the 

                 Planning Page

SWBAT:   Structure the Extended 

                 Response 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Practice Day 2 strategies – 

                 Spaghetti

SWBAT:  Take good notes and use them 

                 to fill in a graphic organizer

SWBAT:  Analyze a short response 

                question and use their notes to 

                complete the short response

SWBAT:  Analyze the extended response 

                questions and use the planning 

                 page to organize the 

                 information in the bullets

SWBAT:  Use the planning page to write 

                 the extended response

SWBAT:  Finish writing their extended 

                 response essay

	Assessments
	· Mastery Quizzes 
	
	

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts


	
	 Mentor Texts

Type & Number of Publications

3 Extended Response Qualifications


(Week 2) 
	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, & 3

SWBAT:  Develop and practice comprehension strategies

SWBAT:  Develop and practice test related reading strategies

Daily Objectives

SWBAT:  Identify the types of questions found on the ELA test

SWBAT:  Use chunking to identify big ideas in the texts

SWBAT:  Use the story elements to identify a story’s theme

SWBAT:  Identify the main idea and details in an article


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Vocabulary – Vocabulary Acquisition


	Power Standard 1, 2, & 3

SWBAT:  Prepare for ELA test 

                 requirements

SWBAT:  Structure their use of the 

                 Planning Page

SWBAT:  Structure the Extended 

                Response 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Practice Day 2 strategies – 

                 Madame Rhinoceros

SWBAT:  Take good notes and use them to 

                 fill in a graphic organizer

SWBAT:  Analyze a short response question 

                 and use their notes to complete 

                 the short response

SWBAT:  Analyze the extended response 

                questions and use the planning 

                 page to organize the information 

                 in the bullets

SWBAT:  Use the planning page to write 

                 the extended response

SWBAT:  Finish writing their extended 

                 response essay

	Assessments
	· Mastery Quizzes 
	
	

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts


	
	 Mentor Texts

Type & Number of Publications

3 Extended Response Qualifications


(Week 3) 
	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, & 3

SWBAT:  Develop and practice test related reading strategies

SWBAT:  Study a variety of genres

Daily Objectives

SWBAT:  Identify realistic fiction passages

SWBAT:  Become familiar with poetry including format

SWBAT:  Become familiar with and identify poetic language, 

                 including similes and metaphors

SWBAT:  Use strategies to eliminate wrong answers

SWBAT:  Review final test taking tips


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Grammar – Sentence Structure

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Vocabulary – Vocabulary Acquisition


	Power Standard 1, 2, & 3

SWBAT:  Prepare for ELA test 

                 requirements

SWBAT:  Structure their use of the 

                 Planning Page

SWBAT:   Structure the Extended 

                 Response 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Practice Day 3 Strategies – 

                Bats in the Ballpark

SWBAT:  Interact with the text they 

                 are reading and use the 

                 text to complete a short 

                response

SWBAT:  Interact with the text and 

                 use the text to fill in a 

                 graphic organizer

SWBAT:  Analyze the extended 

                 response question and use 

                 the planning page to 

                 organize the information 

                 in the bullets (Use info. 

                 from both passages in the 

                 essay)

SWBAT:  Use the planning page to 

                 write the extended 

                 response

SWBAT:  Finish writing their 

                 extended response

	Assessments
	· Mastery Quizzes 
	
	

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts


	
	 Mentor Texts

Type & Number of Publications

3 Extended Response Qualifications


