4th Grade ELA

Unit:  Persuasive Essay & Nonfiction Reading

Month of November 2007 (Week 1) 
	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	The month of November will be shorter due to the Thanksgiving break, and administration of interim assessments and mock ELA testing.  Therefore there is a lot of information to cover in a short period of time.  It is important to focus on the features of Non-Fiction texts because they are going to be expected to create meaning from these text features.  I like to allow each student to have their own packet of Non Fiction texts that I collected from various magazines and readers.  This way each student has a leveled folder of texts with which to practice the comprehension strategies that are being taught.

The persuasive essay is going to be a new type of writing for the students.  I know that I will have to do a lot of modeling and teacher assisting through the research process.  It will help me to make sure that I can have a shared writing piece for the class to work on to make the concepts learned through writing a persuasive essay clear before the students work independently.  It is essential that students understand how to do research upon completion of this unit as they will need that skill to write other pieces later in the year.  

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, & 3

SWBAT:  Use text structure to locate information in the text

SWBAT:  Identify the text structures and features of 

                 Nonfiction Texts

SWBAT:  Use illustrative portions of text

Daily Objectives

SWBAT:  Identify what NF books are

SWBAT:  Use what they know to select appropriate NF texts

SWBAT:  Use text specific features to determine what a text is 

                 about

SWBAT:  Look at structures of NF texts – captions, charts, 

                 tables, and graphs

SWBAT:  Look at the structures of NF texts – headings, titles, 

                 and sub-headings 


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Using context clues

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Vocabulary – Activating prior knowledge to determine meanings of words in NF texts


	Power Standard 2

SWBAT:  Make links between their own 

                 opinions and research to 

                 support ideas

SWBAT:  Develop ways to organize 

                 ideas
Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Know what a persuasive essay is

SWBAT:  Generate a list of topics to 

                 persuade people about

SWBAT:  Choose one topic to explore

SWBAT:  Research their ideas using at 

                 least 2 articles

SWBAT:  Locate important ideas using a 

                 highlighter 

	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading conferences 
	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

· Looking at student work samples for trends

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Non fiction book related to Social Studies (Most likely Native American content related)

Response to Literature based on read aloud book
	
	 Mentor Texts

Time For Kids

Type & Number of Publications

1 Persuasive Essay

Date of Celebration:  Last day of the month




(Week 2)

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, & 3

SWBAT:  Use text structure to locate information in the text

SWBAT:  Identify the text structures and features of   

                Nonfiction Texts

Daily Objectives

SWBAT:  Use organizational features of NF texts – table of 

                 contents, indexes, glossaries

SWBAT:  Acquire information in a NF text

SWBAT:  Locate information in a NF text

SWBAT:  Sequence information using the text

SWBAT:  Identify fact and opinion in non fiction texts
	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Using context clues

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Vocabulary – Activating prior knowledge to determine meanings of words in NF texts


	Power Standard 2

SWBAT:  Write a structured 5 paragraph 

                 essay 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Take notes by using highlighted 

                 segments

SWBAT:  Create a graphic organizer to 

                 organize their ideas (T-Chart 

                 with opinions/evidence for three 

                 arguments)

SWBAT:  Begin to draft starting with the 

                 body – 2nd paragraph

SWBAT:  Draft starting with the body – 3rd 

                 paragraph

SWBAT:  Draft starting with the body – 4th 

                 paragraph

	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading conferences 
	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

· Looking at student work samples for trends

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Non fiction book related to Social Studies (Most likely Native American content related)

Response to Literature based on read aloud book
	
	 Mentor Texts

Time For Kids

Type & Number of Publications

1 Persuasive Essay

Date of Celebration:  Last day of the month


(Week 3) .

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, & 3

SWBAT:  Compare & Contrast across texts

SWBAT:  Use words in context

Daily Objectives

SWBAT:  Compare and contrast information on one topic from 

                 two different sources

SWBAT:  Use context clues to determine meaning of unfamiliar 

                 words
	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Using context clues

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words

Vocabulary – Activating prior knowledge to determine meanings of words in NF texts


	Power Standard 2

SWBAT:  Write a structured 5 paragraph 

                 essay 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Drafting – Introduction

SWBAT:  Drafting – Conclusion

SWBAT:  Revise by asking if my main idea 

                 is clear

SWBAT:  Self & Peer Edit

SWBAT:  Publish

	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading conferences 
	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

· Looking at student work samples for trends

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Non fiction book related to Social Studies (Most likely Native American content related)

Response to Literature based on read aloud book
	
	 Mentor Texts

Time For Kids

Type & Number of Publications

1 Persuasive Essay

Date of Celebration:  Last day of the month


. 

. 

