4th Grade ELA

Unit: Story/Fiction

Month of October, 2007 (Week 1)

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	Students should now be comfortable with the rules, procedures, and expectations surrounding the balanced literacy program.  Knowing this I wanted to focus on the writing process more extensively – including the use of a chart/board where students move themselves through the process as they write.  By the end of this unit students should understand the writing process, and where each part of the writing takes place.  For example, gathering entries takes place in the notebook, but drafting is done on yellow paper.  This familiarity will ensure that students are able to function during the writing workshop when they have completed one step and are ready to move on to the next.  In reading students begin to study a character in depth.  Character analysis is done early in the year so that students can develop their analytical and critical thinking skills.  They need to be able to pick out the main characters and determine why they act they way they do.  Upon the completion of the unit students should be starting to cite the text to back up their ideas.  

Remediation:  Student should be able to identify major and minor characters in a story first and then begin to develop what their traits are by identifying what they do, say and think.  

Extension: Student could extend this idea of character analysis by describing character motivations as well predict what characters would do based on their analysis of characters in a story.

	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, 2, & 3

SWBAT:  Express opinions, formulate & support ideas

SWBAT:  Make and Confirm predications about a story. 

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Make Predictions about what will happen next. 

SWBAT:  Make predictions about what will happen in a story 

                 by referencing text features (title, pictures, chapter 

                 headings etc…) 

SWBAT:  Confirm predictions with evidence from the text. 

SWBAT:  Develop their ideas about books by discussing with a 

                 permanent partner


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – decoding strategies (content informed by September Word Study Diagnostic)

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words 

Vocabulary – Prefixes & Suffixes 


	Power Standard 2

SWBAT:  Collect small moments 

                 to write with focus and 

                  a sense of audience
SWBAT:  Understand the writing 

                 process

Daily Objectives: (one objective can last for about 1-2 days)

SWBAT:  List small moments

SWBAT:  Write about small 

                 moments from their 

                 lives

SWBAT:  Stretch moments by 

                 studying mentor 

                 authors

SWBAT:  Discuss their ideas with 

                 others

SWBAT:  Tell stories across their 

                 fingers (Beginning

	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Conference notes (formative assessment)

	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	Making words:  Prefixes and Suffixes by Patricia Cunningham. 
	 


(Week 2)
	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, 2, & 3

SWBAT:  Identify Character Traits. 

SWBAT:  Express opinions, formulate & support ideas

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Get to know the main character and describe the 
                 main character

SWBAT:  Get to know the main character by analyzing the 
                 characters actions in one chapter

SWBAT:  Retell the “big” things the character is doing by 
                 making a post it timeline

SWBAT:  Jot down how the characters react in certain situations

SWBAT:  Identify the characters feelings by paying attention to 
                 the text


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – decoding strategies (content informed by September Word Study Diagnostic)

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Prefixes & Suffixes (which ones?)


	Power Standard 2

SWBAT:  Angle stories to show not 
                 tell
SWBAT:  Apply the writing process
Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Tell stories across their 
                 fingers (Beginning, 
                 Middle, End) 

SWBAT:  Select and develop seed 
                 idea

SWBAT:  Choose seed sized story as 
                 opposed to watermelon 
                 sized story

SWBAT:  Zoom in on the most 
                 important part of the 
                 story to add details

SWBAT:  Continue to grow seed 
                 idea by adding more 
                 details about the setting

SWBAT:   Write first draft


	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Conference notes (formative assessment)

	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries


(Week 3)
	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, 2, & 3

SWBAT:  Make Connections about characters and their 
                 relationships in a story.  

SWBAT:  Establish Partnerships and share connections made 
                 with each other.

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Identify the characters relationships

SWBAT:  Make text to self connections to character 
                 relationships.

SWBAT:  Noticing the problems characters face and how they 
                 react.


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – decoding strategies (content informed by September Word Study Diagnostic)

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Prefixes & Suffixes (which ones?)


	Goals/Purpose/Standard 2

SWBAT:  Use mentor text to improve 
                 quality of writing
SWBAT:  Apply the writing process
Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Revise by developing dialogue

SWBAT:  Revise by working on good 
                 beginnings

SWBAT:  Revise b writing good endings 
                 for our stories

SWBAT:  Peer Editing

SWBAT:  Publish



	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Conference notes (formative assessment)

	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing

Response to Literature based on Read Aloud


	
	 Mentor Texts

Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge

Going Home – Eve Bunting

Type & Number of Publications

1. Personal Narrative 

Date of Celebration:  Last day of the month


(Week 4)
	
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 3

SWBAT:  Identify text features of different literary genres (I.e. 
                 fables, fairy tales, and folk tales). 

SWBAT:   Apply the skills of compare and contrast.  

Daily Objectives

SWBAT:  Use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast 
                 characters and literary genres. 

SWBAT:  Know what to expect when reading particular genres.

SWBAT:  To compare and contrast similarities and differences 
                 between different genres. 


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – decoding strategies (content informed by September Word Study Diagnostic)

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Prefixes & Suffixes (which ones?)


	Goals/Purpose/Standard 2

SWBAT:  Use mentor text to improve 

                 quality of writing
SWBAT:  Apply the writing process
Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Revise by developing dialogue

SWBAT:  Revise by working on good 

                 beginnings

SWBAT:  Revise b writing good endings 

                 for our stories

SWBAT:  Peer Editing

SWBAT:  Publish



	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Conference notes (formative assessment)

	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries


