4th Grade ELA

Unit: Launching the Reading Workshop/Launching the Writing Workshop

Month of September, 2007
	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	For the first unit I want the students to really understand what Reading and Writing Workshop are, and how the time is blocked off for the separate components.  In addition to knowing the layout I want the student’s to have the procedures down so that as time goes on no time will be wasted in transitioning between the blocks.  So students should have no questions regarding how to use the library, how to keep books, or what a notebook entry looks like after the completion of the first unit.  

In Writing it is important to start by learning different ways to generate entries that students will have to draw upon as they begin to write their pieces.  It also starts to build stamina for independent writing – building up to 15 or 20 minutes by the end of the unit.  

Similarly with reading it is important to build stamina while logging, retelling, and determining the meaning of unfamiliar words.  These are all essential skills to begin to grasp.


	Stage 1:  Desired Results

	Big Ideas / Enduring Understandings
	Essential Questions

	1. Good readers can function independently to set themselves up for reading success.

2. There are six steps in the writing process.
	1. What do I need to do to be a successful independent reader?

2. What are the 6 steps of the writing process?

3. How do the steps of the writing process enable me to write a better essay?

	Essential Skills
	Vocabulary

	Students will be able to…
	1. Independently select books at their just right reading level.

2. Use a reading notebook and a reading log to keep track of reading.
3. Read independently for 20 minutes and use a tool (i.e. bookmark) to keep their place.

4. Summarize what was read by drawing on key points from a text.  

5. Write independently to develop stamina.  

6. Use a writer’s notebook correctly.

7. Know and follow the 6 steps of the Writing Process.
	Reading:
Summarize

Plot

Characters

Setting

Retell

Independent Reading

Sharing


	Writing:

Writing Process

Personal Narrative

Supporting Details

Adjectives




	Stage 2:  Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks

	End of Unit Assessment in Reading – Testing ability to pull out key facts from a text.
Running Record – Should be performed during the first week of school to make sure that all students are matched to their just right level immediately. 

DRA – Begin performing the DRA assessment once you have finished the quick running records assessment.  The DRA is a long assessment but will provide a stronger picture of the student’s reading abilities.

Writing Piece – Quick Publish on Summer Vacation.


	Stage 3:  Learning Experiences

	Week 2
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Independently select books

SWBAT:  Use a reading notebook and a reading log

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Understand library procedures (i.e. 

                 how to check out a book and keep 

                 books in book baggies)

SWBAT:  Get to know themselves as readers

SWBAT:  Choose a just right reading book

SWBAT:  Fill out a reading log

SWBAT:  Use the reading notebook


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Blends (Which blends to teach are informed by word study diagnostic)

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Identifying and Using Root Words


	Power Standard 1 & 2

SWBAT:  Understand what the Writer’s Workshop is 

                 and how it works

SWBAT:  Understand what a Writer’s Notebook is 

                 and how it is used

SWBAT:  Write independently to develop stamina

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Understand what a writer’s notebook is and 

                 how to use it

SWBAT:  Generate entries by sketching a memory

SWBAT:  Generate entries by looking at something and 

                 letting it spark a memory

SWBAT:  Generate entries by making a list of small 

                 moments that matter

SWBAT:  Create a ‘heart’ graphic organizer about 

                 people/places/things that are important to 

                 them

	Assessments
	· Running Records (Quick Assessment)
· Begin administering DRA to be completed by end of month
· Reading Skills Conferences


	· Word Study Diagnostic
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Scarecrow by Cynthia Rylant

All the Living Things by Cynthia Rylant
	
	 Mentor Texts

The Relatives Came
Type & Number of Publications

1. Quick Publish on Summer Vacation 

Date of Celebration:  Last day of the month


Month of September, 2007 
	Week 3
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 2

SWBAT:  Be matched to their just right levels

SWBAT:  Read independently and silently for 

                 20 minutes 

SWBAT:  Use a reading tool e.g. bookmark to 

                keep place

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Use a book mark to hold a place in 

                 the book

SWBAT:  Reread to recall where we left off

SWBAT:  Reread to regain focus

SWBAT:  Push ourselves to read more to 

                 increase reading stamina

SWBAT:  Identify genres (briefly) and have 

                 expectations of them


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Blends (Which blends to teach are informed by word study diagnostic)

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Identifying and Using Root Words


	Power Standard 1 & 2

SWBAT:  Understand and follow the writing process

SWBAT:  Write independently to develop stamina
Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Choose a seed idea to write an entry about

SWBAT:  Grow a seed idea by thinking about the 

                 beginning

SWBAT:  Grow a seed idea by thinking about the middle

SWBAT:  Grow a seed idea by thinking about the end

SWBAT:  Use a timeline to organize ideas

	Assessments
	· Running Records
· Reading Conference notes (formative assessment)

	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Scarecrow by Cynthia Rylant

All the Living Things by Cynthia Rylant
	
	 Mentor Texts

The Relatives Came
Type & Number of Publications

1. Quick Publish on Summer Vacation 

Date of Celebration:  Last day of the month


Month of September, 2007 
	Week 4
	Reading Block
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Power Standards 1, 2, & 3

SWBAT:  Retell what they have read

Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Use post its to record ideas and events

SWBAT:  Identify story elements

SWBAT:  Make connections to the story 

                 elements

SWBAT:  Summarize what was read

SWBAT:  Use context clues to identify meanings 

                of unfamiliar words


	Power Standard: 

Phonics – Blends (Which blends to teach are informed by word study diagnostic)

Fluency – Sight reading of high-frequency words (list them)

Vocabulary – Identifying and Using Root Words


	Power Standard 1 & 2

SWBAT:  Understand and follow the writing process

SWBAT:  Write independently to develop stamina
Daily Objectives: 

SWBAT:  Draft by using transition words (first, then, 

                 finally)

SWBAT:  Revise by adding more details, thoughts and   

                 feelings

SWBAT:  Revise by adding thoughts and feelings

SWBAT:  Self edit by making sure that every sentence 

                 ends with a period, question mark, capital 

                 letters or exclamation point using a checklist

SWBAT:  Peer edit using a checklist

SWBAT:  Recognize what a published piece looks like and 

                 publish their drafts



	Assessments
	· Completed DRA 

	
	· Writing Conferences
· Reading & Writing Notebook Entries

	Resources to Refer to:
	Read Aloud Texts

Scarecrow by Cynthia Rylant

All the Living Things by Cynthia Rylant 


	
	Mentor Texts

The Relatives Came
Type & Number of Publications

1. Quick Publish on Summer Vacation 

Date of Celebration:  Last day of the month


