Name _________________________



          Date_______________
Unit 1 Success
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I’m on my way to being a reading super star!  Here’s what I learned.
	I learned how to…
	Questions
	Score

	Story Elements / Parts of a Story

Character and Plot
	1,2,3,6,7,8
	___/6

	Summarize
	4, 5,9
	___/4


Name: _________________________ Date: _________________________
Read this story and then answer the questions that follow.

 

What do you think of this color, Mom? Delci asked. She held up a paint chip for her mother to see. Delci was excited to be looking for paint. She and her mother were going to decorate her new bedroom. She had always shared with her sister, but now she was going to have a room of her own.

 

Im not sure that would match your bedspread, Delci. But its a pretty color. Why dont we look for a similar color that would match, her mother said as she came over.

 

Delci and her mother selected a light shade of blue. While they waited for the paint to be mixed, they got a hot dog from a vendor. 

 

Thanks for letting me help with my room, Mom, Delci said to her mother. I know its going to be beautiful.

 

Its your room, Delci. I want you to like it. Besides, I need help with all of the work, her mother said as they went to pick up their paint.

 

Delci smiled as she and her mother drove home that afternoon. Her mother loved to paint. She would have no trouble painting Delcis room, but she wanted Delci to help. Delci was as happy about spending time with her mother as she was excited about having a new bedroom.
 

Answer the following questions:

 

1. Name the main character or characters from the selection.

____________________________________________________________

 

2. Name the main event or events from the selection. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

 

3. What is the conclusion of the story?

____________________________________________________________
 

4. In a few sentences, write a summary of the story (2pts)
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Read this story and then answer the questions below. 

After Jose finished his pancakes, he asked got up from the table and went to brush his teeth. Then he hurried to change out of his pajamas and said that he was ready to go. 

 

Jose was excited! His father was taking him to the pet store to pick out a puppy. Jose put on his coat and waited next to the table. His father chuckled and stood up without finishing his coffee. Well be back soon, he said, as Jose pulled him out the door. 

Now answer the following questions about the story: 
5.  What should the title of this story be? 

6. Who are the two main characters?

____________________________________________________________

 

7. What is the main event? 

____________________________________________________________

 

8. What is the ending? 

____________________________________________________________

 

 

9. Based on your answers to questions 5, 6, and 7, circle the summary that best explains the story. 

 

A. Jose finished his pancakes. He pulled his father out the door. 

 

B. Jose and his father eat pancakes. Jose puts on his coat. 

 

C. Jose hurries to get ready. He and his father leave to go get his new puppy. 

 

Unit 1 Assessment – Answer Key 

1. Name the main character or characters from the selection.

Delci and her mother are the main characters.
It is important that the student realizes that not everyone mentioned is a main character – mentioning the sister in the answer signals that the student isn’t taking note of the most important information in the story.

 

2. Name the main event or events from the selection. 

Delci and her mother look for paint for Delcis new bedroom. They select a color. They get a hot dog while they wait for the paint to be mixed. Delcis mother tells Delci that she wants her help. 
In this response the student will start to pick out only the important details from the story.  After Unit 1 students should really be able to pick out the major ideas from a story.  That is what this questions focuses on – for example instead of mentioning that Delci and her mom pick out a color the student may give too much information (i.e., they chose a light blue color of paint to match her bedspread).  An answer with too much information indicates that the student does not understand how to pull out the main points of a story and will have difficult time summarizing information.

 

3. What is the conclusion of the story?

Delci realizes how glad she is to be spending time with her mother.
Again, this question simply asks for the ending of the story.  It is another opportunity to make sure that the student is only pulling out the key information as opposed to telling the entire ending over. 

 

4. In a few sentences, write a summary of the story.

Delci and her mother shop for paint for Delcis new bedroom. They select a color. While they wait for the paint to be mixed, they get a hot dog. Delcis mother tells Delci she wants her help with the decorating. Delci knows her mother could decorate alone, but is glad that her mother wants to spend time with her.
In the summary the students should have gone back to question 2 to look at the important events.  They should have then rewritten those important events in the context of a summery – using complete sentences and adding in a few more key ideas.  If the student was able to correctly pull out the important information in #2, but unable to write the summary you can see that the student isn’t connecting the concept of using a story’s key events to write a summary.  

5. Who are the two main characters?

Jose and his father 
 
6. What is the main event? 

Jose hurries to get ready.
 

7. What is the ending? 

Jose and his father leave to go to the pet store.
 

 

Based on your answers to questions 6, 7, and 8, circle the summary that best explains the story. 

 

A. Jose finished his pancakes. He pulled his father out the door. 

 

B. Jose and his father eat pancakes. Jose puts on his coat. 

 

C. Jose hurries to get ready. He and his father leave to go get his new puppy. 

 

 

The answer is C. C is correct because it is the only answer choice that includes all three parts of a summary: The main characters, the main events, and the ending. 

