3rd Grade ELA

Unit: China

Month of March, 2008 (Week 1)
	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	      The 3rd grade social studies standards prompt us to study communities around the world.  In line with this, all NYC public schools have been provided a great number of grade level books on China.  See if you can find these books in your school because they make for a wonderful unit.

     Also, this is a great time to get students to begin writing persuasively.  A fun task for students is to have them write in various formats convincing people to go to China (make a brochure, write a friendly letter, ask the principal for a field trip).  Have the other class write persuasive texts about visiting the United States.  To ensure that students are going through the writing process I have organized that performance indicators outlined in the core curriculum that go through the writing process of writing informational text.  

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Use knowledge of structure of imaginative text to identify and interpret plot, characters, and events

Daily Objectives:


	Data-focused instruction.

	Standard 1 
SWBAT:  Use at least two sources of information in writing a report. 

SWBAT:  Take notes to record data, facts, and ideas, following teacher directions. 



	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	Pre-writing Template of all of the notes/facts about their particular topic.


Unit: China

Month of March, 2008 (Week 2)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standard 1 

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Ask questions to clarify understanding

Daily Objectives:


	 Data-focused instruction.

	Standard 1
SWBAT:  Use organizational patterns such as compare/contrast and time/order for expository writing. 

SWBAT:  state the main idea and support it with facts and details. 

SWBAT:  Connect Personal experiences to new information from school subject area.  



	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	Outline and 1st draft of the informational writing piece that they are doing for a particular country. 


Unit: China

Month of March, 2008 (Week 3)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Summarize main ideas of informational text and details of imaginative text

Daily Objectives:


	 Data-focused instruction.

	Standard 1: 
SWBAT:  Use a variety of resources to support spelling, such as dictionaries and spell-check tools in word processing programs. 



	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	Editing and Revising checklists and pieces of their final product. 


Unit: China

Month of March, 2008 (Week 4)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Support a point of view with text-based details.

Daily Objectives:


	 Data-focused instruction.

	Standard 1

SWBAT:  Produce clear well-organized reports and accounts that demonstrate understanding of a topic.
SWBAT:  Maintain a portfolio that includes informational writing as a method of reviewing work with teachers and parents/caregivers. 

	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	Published letter/persuasive essay that they have written to put into the portfolio. 


