3rd Grade ELA

Unit: Non-Fiction Region Study 

Month of November, 2007 (Week 1)

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	      Hopefully students will by now be pumped about reading.  Many of them will come to love the moment you call them to the rug.  Some will sigh when independent reading time has come to an end.  Others will ask to take their books to lunch with them.  

      This is a good time to take their reading to another place entirely by focusing on various forms of non-fiction, primarily by focusing on a country.  Non-fiction reading forms the bulk of the NYS ELA Exam, and for many of our inquisitive third-graders, the non-fiction shelves become their favorite part of the library.  

      I have to remind myself to focus on the features of non-fiction that we often forget about as readers because we don’t think about them.  For example, students need to be taught the word “caption,” and they need to be taught that they must always read captions because they often  contain essential information.  

     This is also a perfect opportunity to create a classroom nonfiction book on a topic of my choosing.  To align everything with the social studies standards, I plan to read all about Caribbean countries during the month and to create a classroom book All About Caribbean Communities.  (This focus is based on my students’ particular experiences of being predominately of recent Caribbean heritage.  What communities could your students write about?)

     Additionally, I have continued the unit into the beginning of December to allow time for more in-depth study of the region and to provide students with a brief, structured foray into functional writing.  During the reading portion of this unit, I plan to spend some time reading recipes and other functional texts about the region under study.  After reading several of these texts, students will write their own recipes, helping them to better understand the structure of how-to writing (which they will definitely see on January’s test).

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Recognize and use organizational 
                 features, such as table of contents, 
                 indexes, page numbers, and chapter 
                 headings/subheadings, to locate 
                 information.

SWBAT:  Summarize main ideas of 
                 informational texts.

Daily objectives:
SWBAT:  Locate a book’s title page, table of 
                 contents, index and glossary.

SWBAT:  Use headings and subheadings to 
                predict a chapter’s or a section’s main 
                idea and will check that prediction 
                 while reading.

SWBAT:  Use tables of contents, glossaries, and 
                indexes to find information necessary 
                to answer questions.

SWBAT:  Increase comprehension by retelling to 
                partners and focusing only on the 
                most important facts and details.

SWBAT:  Identify when understanding breaks 
                down by using post-it notes.
	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce all 
                 letter-sound 
                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Decode by analogy using 
                 knowledge of syllable 
                 patterns to read 
                 unfamiliar words.
Word Parts:

Prefix week 1 (un, re, dis)

R-controlled vowels, 1 per day. (ar, er, ir, or, ur)


	Standard 1
Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and 
                 reports using the 
                 writing process.

SWBAT:  Write in response 
                 to reading of 
                 informational texts.

SWBAT:  Write in a avariety 
                 of formats such as 
                 print and 
                 multimedia.

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Prewrite by 
                brainstorming topics 
                that they consider 
                themselves to be 
                experts on.

SWBAT:  Choose a topic that 
                 is worth developing 
                 and is one that they 
                 can use to teach 
                 others about.

SWBAT:  Find a focus for 
                 their topic (zoom 
                 in)

SWBAT:  Organize their 
                 writing into logical 
                 categories by 
                 creating chapters.



	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Observe students during book “scavenger hunts.”
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	Teaching and Assessing Phonics by Jeanne S. Chall and Helen M. Popp.
	 


Month of November, 2007 (Week 2)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Clarify understanding by asking 
                 critical questions about author’s 
                 purpose.


SWBAT:  Organize text information by using 
                 knowledge of fact and opinion.

SWBAT:  Distinguish between fact and 
                 opinion while reading by using a T-
                 Chart.

SWBAT:  Distinguish between significant and 
                 insignificant facts and details while 
                 reading.

SWBAT:  Identify author’s purpose by asking 
                 questions about who is telling a 
                 story/writing a non-fiction text.

SWBAT:  Agree or disagree with an author’s 
                 opinion by referring to the text and 
                 by connecting the text to other 
                 experiences or texts.
	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce 
                 all letter-sound 
                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Decode by analogy 
                 using knowledge of  

                 syllable patterns to 
                 read unfamiliar 
                 words.

Spelling patterns:

Word endings, part 2 (-tion, -ous, -ment)


	Standard 1

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and reports 
                 using the writing 
                 process.

SWBAT:  Write in response to 
                 reading of informational 
                 texts.

SWBAT:  Write in a avariety of 
                 formats such as print and 
                 multimedia.

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Draft by writing a table of 
                 contents.

SWBAT:  Draft by writing clear 
                paragraphs with relevant 
                information.

SWBAT:  Draft by creating 
                 diagrams with labels.

	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	 http://www.all-about-spelling.com/closed-and-open-syllables-spelling.html
	 


Month of November, 2007 (Week 3)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 2

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Make inferences while reading.

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Explain that sometimes an 
                 author won’t tell us everything 
                 and so a good reader will “read 
                 between the lines”

SWBAT:  Read a paragraph and infer 
                 missing information.

SWBAT:  Identify when they make an 
                 inference by recording their 
                 thoughts on post-it notes.

SWBAT:  Analyze why an author might 
                 only imply certain information.


	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce all 
                 letter-sound 
                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Decode by analogy using 
                 knowledge of syllable 
                 patterns to read unfamiliar 
                 words.
Spelling patterns:
/or/ spelled ore (before, yore)

/n/ spelled kn (know, knee)

/n/ spelled gn (gnat, gnome)

/s/ spelled sc (science, scepter)


	Standard 1
Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and 
                 reports using the 
                 writing process.

SWBAT:  Write in response to 
                 reading of 
                 informational texts.

SWBAT:  Write in a avariety of 
                 formats such as print 
                 and multimedia.

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT revise their work by working with a partner.  

(See earlier revision focuses for objectives that should be in constant review and refinement with your class.

	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Ask inference questions constantly during conferences/observations.  
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	


Month of November, 2007 (Week 4)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Increase comprehension by 
                 visualizing what they read.

SWBAT:  Infer meaning of unknown words 
                 by using context clues.

SWBAT:  Draw their “mind movies” after 
                 hearing text read aloud.

SWBAT:  Explain why an author uses 
                 specific language to help create 
                 vivid mind movies.

SWBAT:  Determine an unknown word’s 
                 positive or negative “charge.”

SWBAT:  Determine the probable meaning 
                 of an uknown word by 
                 underlining nearby clue words.

SWBAT:  Use the dictionary to define 
                 unknown words when context 
                 clues do not suffice. 
	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce all 
                 letter-sound 
                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Decode by analogy using 
                 knowledge of syllable 
                 patterns to read unfamiliar 
                 words.
Spelling patterns:
/wuh/ spelled wo (wonder)

/waw/ spelled wa (as in wander)


	Standard 1
Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and 
                  reports using the 
                  writing process.

SWBAT:  Write in response 
                 to reading of 
                 informational texts.

SWBAT:  Write in a variety 
                 of formats such as 
                 print and 
                 multimedia.

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Edit their work by 
                 using commas in 
                 lists.

SWBAT:  Edit their work by 
                 using commas for 
                 nouns in 
                 apposition.

SWBAT:  Edit their work for 
                 subject-verb 
                 agreement.

	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	


