3rd Grade ELA

Unit: Character Development​–Fiction

Month of October (Week 1)

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	      I love to focus on fiction early in the school year because students get excited about reading it.  I am not exaggerating when I say that reading Charlotte’s Web to my class has been one of the most meaningful experiences of my life so far.   

     Additionally, fiction helps us to focus on some of the most important strategies we use as good readers which are predicting, understanding story elements, sequencing, understanding cause and effect, identifying themes, and making connections.   You can see how these strategies become power standards in the weeks below.

    In writing, students will write their own fiction.  Writing fiction during this time helps to cement the reading strategies that I will discuss with students first thing in the morning by having students imagine their readings doing the same thing.  For example, after having students write their introductions, you can ask them what sorts of predictions they think their readers will be making.

   When planning for this time of the year, I assume that most of my students have become at least somewhat invested in our literacy routine and that they are beginning to hone in on reading for love and for understanding.  I am beginning now to try to get their minds to become more active while they are actually engaged in the process of reading.

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	 Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards

SWBAT:  Make predictions and confirm the 

                 accuracy of their predictions.

SWBAT:  Increase comprehension by 
                 understanding the four basic story 
                 elements of fiction: characters, 
                 conflict, setting, plot.

Daily objectives:

SWBAT:  Identify the terms characters, 
                 conflict, setting, and plot.

SWBAT:  Retell fiction to their partners by 

                 focusing on these four elements.

SWBAT:  Make predictions by asking what 
                 would happen in the real world.

SWBAT:  Make predictions by considering 
                 how a conflict might potentially be 
                 resolved.

SWBAT:  Confirm their predictions by writing 
                 the page number where they knew 
                 their predictions were or were not 
                correct.


	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce 
                 all letter-sound 

                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Blend sounds when 

                 reading unfamiliar, 
                 but decodable, 
                 grade-level words.

Spelling patterns:
/l/ spelled _le (apple)

/m/ spelled /mb/ (aplomb)

/sk/ spelled sch (school)


	Standard 2
Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and 

                 reports using the 

                 writing process.

SWBAT:  Write in response to 

                 reading of 

                 imaginative texts.

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Prewrite by listing several
                 problems they see in their 

                 everyday lives and will 
                 choose the most 
                 compelling idea from this 
                 list.

SWBAT:  Prewrite by creating a 
                story map that identifies 
                main characters, conflict, 
                plot, and resolution.

SWBAT:  Use quotation marks for 

                dialogue.

SWBAT:  Appropriately place 
                 punctuation marks inside 

                 quotation marks.

	Assessments
	Students can respond to read alouds and independent reading using the above-mentioned graphic organizers.  I begin at this point encouraging students to supplement their reading response writing with graphic organizers.

Continue conferencing daily and monitoring journals.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	Portfolio

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	 Month by Month Phonics, Elementary Literacy Institute Text, 240 Words Every 3rd Grader Should Know
	 


Month of October, 2007 (Week 2)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards

SWBAT:  Increase comprehension by considering 

                 a plot’s sequence.

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Use sequence clue words such as first, 

                 then, next, finally, etc. to identify the 

                 steps of a process.

SWBAT:  List the main events of a story in order.

SWBAT:  Tell their partners the most important 

                 elements of a text’s beginning, middle, 

                 and end.

SWBAT:  Relate the sequencing of a story to the 

                 basic elements of fiction.

SWBAT:  Make predictions about text by 

                 explaining a probable sequence of 

                 events.


	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce 

                 all letter-sound 

                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Blend sounds when 

                 reading unfamiliar, 

                 but decodable, grade-

                 level words.
Spelling patterns:
Word Endings Week 1 (--ed, -ing, -s, -ful, -er, -ly, -tion), etc.


	Standard 2
Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and 

                 reports using the 

                 writing process.

SWBAT:  Write in response 

                 to reading of 

                 imaginative texts.

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Draft by writing 
                 independently for a 
                 specified period of 
                 time.

SWBAT:  Give voice to their 
                 narration.

SWBAT:  Write complex 
                 sentences by using 
                 the conjunctions 
                 and, or, but, and so.

SWBAT:  Use adjectives to 
                 spice up their 
                 writing.



	Assessments
	Daily conferences and monitoring of reading response journals.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	 Month by Month Phonics, Elementary Literacy Institute Text, 240 Words Every 3rd Grader Should Know
	 


Month of October, 2007 (Week 3)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards 

SWBAT:  Identify cause and effect while 
                 reading.


SWBAT:  Define a cause as the reason that an 
                 event occurs.

SWBAT:  Describe the difference between 
                 effects and sequence.

SWBAT:  Identify cause and effect by asking 
                 why questions.

SWBAT:  Retell moments of cause and effect 
                 from stories they are reading by using 
                 words such as because and for this 
                reason. 

SWBAT:  Relate to characters by considering 
                 what motivates their actions.
	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce all 
                 letter-sound 
                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Decode by analogy using 
                 knowledge of syllable 
                 patterns to read 
                 unfamiliar words.
Spelling patterns:
Open and Closed Syllables.  Take the full week for this, because students find it quite confusing (perhaps this is a weakness in my teaching and you will convey it more quickly).

Vowel dipthongs and digraphs revisited (make sure to include examples of these in multisyllabic words)


	Standard 2
Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and 
                 reports using the 
                 writing process.

SWBAT:  Write in response 
                 to reading of 
                 imaginative texts.

SWBAT:  Write sentences in 
                 logical order and 
                 use paragraphs to 
                 organize topics.

Daily Objectives:
SWBAT:  Revise their work by 
                 checking that 
                 everything occurs in 
                 an appropriate 
                 order.

SWBAT:  Revise their work by 
                 checking for 
                 effective leads and 
                 endings.

SWBAT:  Revise their work by 
                 developing more 
                 complex settings.

SWBAT:  Revise their work by 
                 adding action. 



	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.
	

	Resources to Refer to:
	
	 http://www.all-about-spelling.com/closed-and-open-syllables-spelling.html
	 


Month of October, 2007 (Week 4)

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	      The Power Standard for this week’s reading comes close to colliding with author’s purpose (which will come next week), but I think that it serves as a nice precursor by encouraging the students’ thinking about text as having a purpose in their lives.  

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	Standards 1 & 2

Power Standards 

SWBAT:   Infer underlying theme or 
                  message of written text. (i.e. 
                  moral in a fable,)

SWBAT:   Apply the reading strategy of 
                  making connections also 
                  another power standard here? 


SWBAT:  Explain that text often has a 
                 lesson, such as in fables.

SWBAT:  Empathize with characters in a 
                 story by making text-to-self 
                 connections.

SWBAT:  Identify a lesson that characters 
                 have learned in a story.

SWBAT:  Explain how that lesson could 
                 be applied to their own lives.


	 Standard 1, 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Identify and produce 
                 all letter-sound 
                 correspondences.

SWBAT:  Decode by analogy 
                 using knowledge of 
                 syllable patterns to 
                 read unfamiliar words.

Spelling patterns:

Change y to i, add ending.  Spend 1 day on plurals (puppies), 3 days on comparatives/superlatives (pretty, prettier, prettiest), and 1 day on review/assessment.
	Standard 2

Power Standards:

SWBAT:  Write stories and 
                 reports using the 
                 writing process.

SWBAT:  Write in response to 
                 reading of imaginative 
                 texts.

SWBAT:  Review work 
                 independently for 
                 spelling and conventional
                 capitalization and 
                 punctuation.

Daily Objectives:

SWBAT:  Revise their work by 
                 adding more dialogue.

SWBAT:  Revise their work by 
                 swapping pieces with a 
                 partner.

SWBAT:  Edit their work by checking
                 for appropriate 
                 capitalization (beginning of 
                 sentences,  proper nouse)

SWBAT:  Edit their work by checking 
                 for appropriate  
                 capitalization (moths, 
                 days, states, titles)

SWBAT:  Publish their work by 
                 adding pictures with 
                 captions.

	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	


