Unit: Test Prep Survival Mode

Month of December, 2007 (Week 3)—January, 2008 (Week 2)

	Meta-cognitive 

Thinking
	     I plan to use this time to focus on explicit test preparation instruction as well as to focus on specific high-needs testing skills.  Before this time, I will have given a testing diagnostic, and I will put my efforts into addressing skills that my students struggle in.

     For the week after the ELA Exams, I plan to celebrate the accomplishments with my class, as well as to quickly catch up on any administrative tasks that need to be taken care of quickly (eg, update portfolios, administer another round of running records, etc.)

	
	Reading Lesson
	Independent Reading
	Words Block
	Writing Block

	Objectives and State Standards

Bolded are the Power Standards
	During test-prep season, you will likely be given a great deal of guidance from your school as to how you should approach preparing your kids for their tests.  Here are a few skills that I think are particularly helpful for the test:

· Reading the questions before reading the passage.

· Underlining key information.

· Focusing on negative questions. (Eg. Which of these is not the main idea?)

· Answering from the text, not from opinion.

· Editing for capitalization and ending punctuation.

· Graphic organizer review.
	
	

	Assessments
	Observe students during turn-and-talk.  Check in with students during guided reading sessions.  Have students write about cause and effect in their journals.  Are they distinguishing clearly between causes and effects.
	End-of-week word sort.  With struggling decoders, make sure to assess these examples of sound-letter correspondence during conferencing.


	

	Resources to Refer to:
	Spectrum
Kaplan

Princeton Review Website

NY Coach Books. 
	 
	 


