3rd Grade ELA Long Term Plan

	Unit

#
	Unit
	Dates
	Reading Focus
	Writing Focus
	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	1
	How do I become a Good Reader? Stamina, Fluency, Engagement, Meaning, and Attention to Print
	September
	Routines, Procedures, Culture
	Personal Narrative
	· How do I become a good reader?

· How do I make reading more interesting

· How do I connect with what I’m reading?
	· Good readers make personal connections with what they read.

· Good readers always have their brains turned on.

· Good readers recognize the people who created a book.

· Good readers know the parts of a book.

· Good readers use tools to understand a book.

· Good readers always look for meaning.

	2
	Character Development—Fiction
	October
	Fiction
	Fiction
	· What makes a good story?

· How do I connect with fiction.
	· Stories have common structures.

· I can use story structures in my own writing.

· Stories are told in a certain order.

· Stories have messages and themes.

	3
	Non-fiction 

	November-December
	Non-Fiction, various genres (biography, recipes, All About Books, etc.)
	All About Books (4 weeks)

Recipe Book (3 weeks)
	· How can reading help me learn about the world?

· How do authors present the world? 

· How can information be presented other than in writing?

· How does literature affect my choices?
	· An author’s position affects her writing.

· Opinions should be supported with facts.

· Good readers visualize texts. 

· Good readers ask questions while reading.

· Good writers support their opinions with facts.

· My own experiences and understandings help me to understand what I read.

	4
	Region Study
Test Prep Survival
	Late December-January
	Test Prep
	Editing
	
	

	5
	African American History and Literature
	January-February
	African American Literature
	Non-Fiction in Content Area (4 weeks)

Poetry (2 weeks)
	· How do texts affect communities?

· What do stories sound like?
	· Good readers make and monitor predictions while reading.

· Good readers check their own understanding while reading.

	6
	China
	March
	Non-Fiction
	Persuasive
	· How can writing affect people’s actions?

· How does the literature I know connect with literature from other cultures?
	· Good readers make connections between texts while reading.

· Writers can change other people’s opinions by making a solid, fact-based argument.

· Stories from other languages have some of the same elements as stories written in English.

	7
	Author Study: Beverly Cleary
	April
	Fiction and Biography
	How-To Writing
	· What is a career?


	· Authors sometimes write series.

· Authors can use the same characters in different books.

· Authors have  points of view.

	8
	Author Study: Roald Dahl
	May
	Fiction and Biography
	Student Choice 
	
	

	9
	Wrap it up!
	June
	Student Choice
	Reflections on the year
	
	


Note on the LTP

1) Power Standards for the year are outlined in this document.  These are the specific standards that you should track throughout the year.  

2) The 3rd Grade ELA exam is usually in the month of January.  Knowing this be sure to reference the state exam from last year to get a feel for what needs to be taught pre-January and to get students ready for the exam.  

The last two units of the year have purposefully been left blank as it will greatly vary depending on where your students are in terms of reaching their goals.  I have therefore just left the templates for you to fill in.  

3) My thoughts as I created this Long Term Plan:
In my current teaching position, my own long term plans have had to be greatly altered to fit in with strict regional guidelines.  Chances are that when you get to your assignment, you will find that your administration has some guidelines for how they want you to model your year.  Even within these guidelines—as strict as they might be—there is room and need for your own planning.  What I’ve laid out below is an overview of the year with detailed specifics early on that will help us all to make sure that we are teaching to the New York State standards.


Each week outlines “power standards” for reading comprehension, word study, and writing.  The power standards are fundamental concepts that the students must grasp in order to become grade level readers.  These standards are pulled directly from the New York State Performance Indicators and Literacy Competencies for third grade.  

Under the power standards earlier on in the year, I have also listed daily objectives that will help your students master each standard.   The objectives are skill-based.  You should be able to assess students daily on their mastery of the particular objective, and you should be able to assess them weekly on mastery of the power standards.  Again specific skills and strategies spiral throughout the year and revisited again as many of these things are not one shot deals and there needs to be constant exposure and referencing back to these skills as you build upon them.  

As the year progresses, I have not included specific daily objectives.  At this point in the year, I will be deciding daily objectives and even weekly power standards based on what my data shows as strengths and weaknesses in my class.  You should do the same in your class, although I have included a brief outline for the power standards through the end of May.  For example, are the students able to identify and discuss author’s purpose but still struggling to infer unwritten information?  If so, I won’t be reteaching author’s purpose in May, but will instead spend a great amount of time spiraling back to inferencing.
