April 
Reading Unit of Study: Poetry during Shared Reading/ Readers Become Experts about Series They love By Looking Closely at Character Relationships (Read Aloud and Guided Reading)

Writing Unit of Study: Poetry
Week 1

	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	During the next several months it is best to use this time to really reassess and ensure that your are reaching the needs of your students in terms of getting them ready for 3rd Grade. I usually spend the last three months gearing students up by really differentiating my instruction as well as reteaching concepts that student may have not mastered this past year.  Keeping strong data is therefore crucial in order to drive these last three months of instruction. 
This unit lends itself to students being engaged with a different type of reading and writing as they explore the world of poetry.  The poetry unit not only encourages creativity but really ensure that students are focusing on their listening and speaking skills and reading fluently.  Students also explore the art of expression through words.  Be sure to expose students to a variety of different kinds of poetry as that is the key to giving them the tools to be successful noticing the nuances that poetry entails. 

Furthermore during the guided reading and read a-loud I introduce students to the concept of books written in series.  There are a plethora of series for the lower elementary grades including Junie B Jones, Arthur, Little bear books, fox on a job books, Imogene books, Nate the Great.  All of these books are ones that students can easily enjoy and therefore get “hooked” on inspiring them to continue to read books that that series.  

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	Standard 2: 

Recognize difference among the genres of stories, poems, and plays with assistance. 

Use previous reading and life experiences to understand literature with assistance, 

Recognize the value of illustration in literary text
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	SWBAT:  Identify the difference between poetry and other works of fiction. 
SWBAT:  Recognize specific characteristics of poetry including line breaks, rhythm, rhyme, repetition, white space. 

SWBAT:  Understand that poems can be written to express how someone feels. 

SWBAT:  Understand that poems are written to describe a certain place, event or memory. 

SWBAT:  Understand that some poems are written to describe how someone thinks about a particular event place or memory.  


	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).

	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	Objectives will be different depending on reading levels of the groups.  

SWBAT:  define what is a “series” 

SWBAT:  Read a “just right book” in their guided reading books that is a part of a series.  
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS:

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell ____ + not contractions 

(can’t, didn’t, doesn’t, hadn’t, hasn’t, haven’t, needn’t)

	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	SWBAT:  Brainstorm ingredients for a poem by writing a list of topics that they would like to write about. 
SWBAT:  Copy and rewrite already written poems in a way that they believe it should be read paying attention to the structures of white space, stanza and punctuation. 

SWBAT:  Use an observation organizer to brainstorm words to describe a topic that they want to write a poem about using the five sense. 

SWBAT:  Write a list of words to express how they felt about one of the topics.  

SWBAT:  Use a thesaurus to find synonyms of words.  
	
	


Week 2

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	Standard 2: 

Recognize difference among the genres of stories, poems, and plays with assistance. 

Use previous reading and life experiences to understand literature with assistance, 

Recognize the value of illustration in literary text
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	SWBAT:  Identify the difference between poetry and other works of fiction. 

SWBAT:  Recognize specific characteristics of poetry including line breaks, rhythm, rhyme, repetition, white space. 

SWBAT:  Define the role of punctuation in a poem. 

SWBAT:  Connect how the way a poem is written affects the reading of a poem including line breaks, white space, stanza and verse. 

SWBAT:   Describe the importance of word choice in conveying a message in poetry.  
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	Objectives will be different depending on reading levels of the groups.  
	
	

	
	SWBAT:  define what is a “series” 
SWBAT:  Read a “just right book” in their guided reading books that is a part of a series.  
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

B. Blend sounds using knowledge of letter-sound correspondences in order to decode unfamiliar, but decodable, multisyllabic words.

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read, spell and define words with the prefixes re, pre, dis, in, un, over, sub, super,  and under.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	SWBAT:  Draft a descriptive poem using their five sense observation chart. 
SWBAT:  Draft a feeling poem using the synonyms of expressive words to add detail to their poem. 

SWBAT:  Revise their poems thinking carefully about punctuation and structure of the poem recognizing how they would like their poems to read (white space, line breaks, punctuation, stanza, verse). 

SWBAT:  Revise their poems making sure that they are using the best words to express the message that they are trying to convey in the poem.  
	
	


Week 3

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	Standard 2: 

Recognize difference among the genres of stories, poems, and plays with assistance. 

Use previous reading and life experiences to understand literature with assistance, 

Recognize the value of illustration in literary text
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	SWBAT:  Identify the difference between poetry and other works of fiction. 

SWBAT:  Recognize specific characteristics of poetry including line breaks, rhythm, rhyme, repetition, white space. 

SWBAT:  Apply the reading strategy of visualization when listening to a poem.  

SWBAT:  Name all the different kinds of poems including story poem, feeling poems, descriptive poems. 

SWBAT:  Identify words that compare things with the words “like” and “as”. 

SWBAT:  Identify rythym, rhyme and repetition in a poem.  

SWBAT;  identify the author’s purpose in writing a poem.   
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	Objectives will be different depending on reading levels of the groups.  
	
	

	
	SWBAT:  define what is a “series” 
SWBAT:  Read a “just right book” in their guided reading books that is a part of a series.  
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

B. Blend sounds using knowledge of letter-sound correspondences in order to decode unfamiliar, but decodable, multisyllabic words.

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words. 
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read, spell and define words with the suffixes able, -er, -ful, -ish, -less, -ly, -ness, and      -ship.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	SWBAT:  Edit their poems applying the writing traits of conventions
SWBAT:  Publish their finalized poems written in a way that they would like to read. 

SWBAT:  Share their poems with their peers. 
	
	


