February

Reading Unit of Study: Nonfiction Reading Strategies:  Readers Can Get Information and Grow Ideas From Non-Fiction Texts
Writing Unit of Study: Non-Fiction Writing:  Procedures (How to)
Week 1
	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	In this unit, we’ll be studying Non-Fiction texts.  It’s important to explicitly teach kids that we use the same six comprehension strategies that we use for fiction with non-fiction texts, but in a different way.  My language around these strategies should remain consistent, even though the genre has changed.  

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:
V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
A. Read grade level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

G. Comprehend and interpret information from a variety of graphic displays including diagrams, charts and graphs.

H.  Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Non-Fiction: Before Reading Strategies

SWBAT get their minds ready to read nonfiction texts by activating prior knowledge, asking themselves the question: “What do I already know about _____?”
SWBAT get their minds ready to read nonfiction texts by taking a nonfiction book walk, using the pictures and nonfiction text features to make predictions about what they are going to learn.

SWBAT get their minds ready to read nonfiction texts by taking a nonfiction book walk, using the pictures and nonfiction text features so they can make a plan for how they’ll read it.

SWBAT identify what they want to know or questions they have to establish a purpose for their reading, asking themselves the question: “What do I want to know about _________?”
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)
Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?
· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:
V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
A. Read grade level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

G. Comprehend and interpret information from a variety of graphic displays including diagrams, charts and graphs.

H.  Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Predicting

SWBAT predict what they will probably learn from the text.

Strategy Link:  Connecting

SWBAT identify what they already know about the topic.

	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:
SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).

	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 
I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  
C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).
III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words
Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.
Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell -igh and -eigh words.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:
III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Planning Our How-To Books

SWBAT distinguish between a purely informational text and a procedural text.

SWBAT (as a class) list topics by brainstorming simple tasks they could teach with few steps.

SWBAT select a topic by determining what skills they are experts at.

*As part of the planning, before students tell their procedures across their pages, they will use their writing partners to work out their steps verbally.  One partner will play director and the other actor.  The director must tell the actor how to complete the task, and the actor isn’t allowed to do anything until the director tells them exactly how to do it.  This forces the kids to get really specific. *

SWBAT direct their writing partner in how to perform their task.

SWBAT act out the task their writing partner describes.   

SWBAT plan their procedures by taking notes as they work with their partners.

SWBAT plan their procedures across their pages by using transition words (ex: first, then, next, last, finally).

SWBAT plan their procedures across their pages by using ordinal words (ex: first, second, third, etc).
	
	


Week 2
	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:
V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
A. Read grade level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

G. Comprehend and interpret information from a variety of graphic displays including diagrams, charts and graphs.

H.  Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Non-Fiction: Determining Purpose for Our Reading
SWBAT identify what they want to know or questions they have to establish a purpose for their reading…and then use nonfiction text features to help them find that information (ex: Table of contents, Index).
SWBAT identify what they want to know or questions they have to establish a purpose for their reading…and then use nonfiction text features to help them find that information (ex: Bold-faced headings).
SWBAT identify what they want to know or questions they have to establish a purpose for their reading…and then use nonfiction text features to help them find that information (ex: captions).
SWBAT identify what they want to know or questions they have to establish a purpose for their reading…and then use nonfiction text features to help them find that information (ex: glossary).

	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)
Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?
· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:
V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
A. Read grade level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

G. Comprehend and interpret information from a variety of graphic displays including diagrams, charts and graphs.

H.  Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Wondering

SWBAT identify questions that this test will probably answer.

SWBAT identify non-fiction text features that help them generate questions.

Strategy Link:  Noticing

SWBAT identify clues  in the way the text is written (non-fiction text features).

	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:
SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).

	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.
III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words
Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.
Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell –tion, -sion and –ture words.


	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:
III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Drafting Our How To Books
SWBAT write their steps across their pages by using transition words (ex: first, then, next, last, finally).

SWBAT write their steps across their pages by using ordinal words (ex: first, second, third, etc).
SWBAT add specific details to their procedures by using strong action verbs (ex:  lift, squeeze, slice, etc) instead of weak verbs (ex: get, take, etc).  
SWBAT illustrate their procedure by including specific drawings of each step of the task.

SWBAT illustrate their procedure by including specific labels in their drawings of each material used.

SWBAT list all equipment needed to execute their task by creating a materials page.

SWBAT order their procedure by creating a Table of Contents.

SWBAT add voice to their How To books by adding cautions, warnings and helpful hints to their captions and steps.


	
	


Week 3
	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:
V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
A. Read grade level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

D. Organize text information by using graphic or semantic organizers.

G. Comprehend and interpret information from a variety of graphic displays including diagrams, charts and graphs.

H.  Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Non-Fiction: During Reading Strategies and Beginning our Research
SWBAT notice when they find the information they were looking for by recording “Aha!” moments, answering the question: “What did I learn?”
SWBAT notice where they find the information they were looking for by recording text evidence, answering the question: “Where did I find it?”
SWBAT notice when they learn something that challenges their prior knowledge by recording “Eureka!” moments, finishing the statement: “I thought… But now I learned…”
Research: 

SWBAT choose a research topic from a teacher-generated list and getting their minds ready to read by activating prior knowledge, answering the question: “What do I already know about _____?”

SWBAT choose resources from a research basket so they can research their topic.  Getting their minds ready to read by taking a nonfiction book walk, using the pictures and nonfiction text features to make predictions about what they are going to learn.
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)
Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?
· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:
V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES
A. Read grade level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

D. Organize text information by using graphic or semantic organizers.

G. Comprehend and interpret information from a variety of graphic displays including diagrams, charts and graphs.

H.  Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Picturing

SWBAT identify details in charts, maps, diagrams, graphs, etc and relate these features to the text.

	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:
SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.
III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words. 
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words
Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.
Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell ____ + are contractions 

(I’m, they’re, you’re, we’re)

	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:
I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.
III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).

	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Revising Our How-To Books
*Students will take turns following each others procedures and give feedback*

SWBAT read their story with a long term writing partner.

SWBAT listen respectfully while their partner reads to them.

SWBAT offer feedback to their partner in the form of a question.

SWBAT thank their writing partner for their feedback.

SWBAT identify places in their partners writing where the procedure stops making sense.

Based on their writing partner’s advice, SWBAT fill in the gaps in their procedure, missing words, etc so that their procedure is as specific as possible.

SWBAT edit their writing by making sure they’ve used correct capitalization.

SWBAT edit their writing by making sure their words are spelled correctly.

SWBAT edit their writing by making sure they’ve used correct punctuation.

SWBAT fancy up their writing by adding a cover which includes an illustration, the author and illustrator’s names and the title.

SWBAT read their How To books aloud to their peers during an Author’s Celebration.
	
	


