December

Reading Unit of Study: Careful Readers Build Comprehension by Reading With Fluency, and Paying Attention to Story Elements (Character, Setting, Problem, Solution, Story Mountain)/Careful Readers Monitor for Reading As They Read
Writing Unit of Study: The Craft of Revision
Week 1

	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	This month is interesting in terms of Reader’s Workshop because Teacher’s College pairs Story Elements with a Fluency study, which with some creative maneuvering, can be done concurrently.  This month, we’ll review story elements (character, setting, problem and solution), plus introduce the more complex element of time change in books.  As independent texts get more sophisticated, time becomes less explicit in the stories they read, making a study on this sort of noticing and inferencing crucial.  In independent reading, we’re maintaining our stamina of 30 minutes of silent sustained reading.  In phonics, we’re working on suffixes and reviewing all of the major concepts we’ve covered thus far.  With Winter Break looming on the horizon, I want to send my kids off with a solid foundation in the skills we’ve covered thus far.  In Writing, we’re focusing on Revision, creating a “new vision” of our published writing pieces.  Many of the mini-lessons are previously taught lessons, since repetition in exposure to new techniques improves their independent practice over time.

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.

SPEAKING

E. Speak with expression, volume, pace, and facial or body gestures appropriate to the purpose of communication, topic and audience.


	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Story elements:  Reviewing Character and Setting

SWBAT identify the main character in a story by answering the questions “Who is the story mostly about?”

SWBAT identify supporting characters in a story by answering the question “Who are the people who interact with the main character?”

SWBAT identify setting(s) in a story by answering the question “Where is the story happening?”

SWBAT notice when the setting changes, and how this affects the story.

Fluency: Reading Like a Storyteller


SWBAT make their reading voice match the feelings and personalities of the characters as they read aloud.
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.

K. Support point of view with text information.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link: Connecting

SWBAT compare and contrast settings in the story to places they know.

SWBAT decide whether or not they’d like to visit the setting in the story and why.

Strategy Link:  Picturing

SWBAT picture the setting of the story, including the small details, using all their senses to get a clear idea of where the story takes place.


	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell words with the suffixes   -ness, -less, -ment, and –ful
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Revising:  Revisiting our “Finished”  Work

*make sure you’ve photocopied all their published pieces, as they will be working on revising the photocopies*

SWBAT define “revision” as creating a “new vision” of a piece of writing.

SWBAT add to the middle of the text of their piece by adding a flap.

SWBAT add details to their stories by adding dialogue.

SWBAT add specificity to their stories by using specific dialogue words like real authors do (whispered, shouted, cried, etc).

SWBAT add a strong lead to their story that establishes the scene for the reader.
	
	


Week 2

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.

K. Support point of view with text information.

SPEAKING

E. Speak with expression, volume, pace, and facial or body gestures appropriate to the purpose of communication, topic and audience.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Story Elements:  Time Change

SWBAT identify when events in the story happened in the past or in the present (noticing –ed endings on verbs).

SWBAT notice when time has passed in a story, by looking for clues in the text (ex: after dinner, the next day, later that week…)

SWBAT notice when time has passed in a story by looking for clues in the illustrations (ex:  did the time of day change? Did the seasons change?)

SWBAT notice when time has passed in a story by looking for changes in setting (ex: they were at the store, now they’re watching TV, characters are wearing different clothes).

Fluency: Reading like a Storyteller

SWBAT use their reading voice to paint a picture of the setting as they read aloud.

SWBAT use their reading voice to point out when time changes as they read aloud.


	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.

K. Support point of view with text information.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Figuring Out

SWBAT figure out how the story would have been different were it set somewhere else.

Strategy Link:  Noticing

SWBAT notice whether the setting is an integral part of the story, or whether the story could have taken place anywhere.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

Add 5-8 new words to the Word Wall, anchoring study in a Poem of the Week.

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell words with the suffixes  –able, -ish and –en.

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams au and aw (/ό/).
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).


	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Crafting our New Vision

SWBAT revise by taking away unnecessary or confusing information from the middle of our stories.

SWBAT add details by showing and not telling events and emotions.

SWBAT revise by ending their story in the same place they began (circular endings).

SWBAT revise by ending their stories with a reflection (close to your heart endings).
	
	


Week 3

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.

K. Support point of view with text information.

SPEAKING

E. Speak with expression, volume, pace, and facial or body gestures appropriate to the purpose of communication, topic and audience.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Story Elements:  Problems and Solutions

SWBAT identify the point of conflict in a story by looking for places where the main character has some sort of negative feelings, such as anger, frustration, worry, upset, fear, concern, etc.

SWBAT mark the place where the problem is identified with a post-it.

SWBAT identify the point where the conflict is resolved by looking for places where the main character feels relieved, happy or learns a lesson.

SWBAT mark the place where the problem is solved with a post-it.

Fluency: Reading like a Storyteller

SWBAT make their reading voice match the tone or mood of the story.

SWBAT use punctuation marks for guidance as they read aloud (ex: pausing at commas, taking a breath at periods, inflecting their voice up at a question mark, sounding excited at an exclamation point).
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.

K. Support point of view with text information.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Predicting/Guessing

SWBAT predict how characters will use the setting to solve their problem, or how the setting will make it difficult for them to solve their problem.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

B. Blend sounds using knowledge of letter-sound correspondences in order to decode unfamiliar, but decodable, multisyllabic words.

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 7  new sight words:

eight, seven, six, five, four, three, two

Poem of the Week:
Call Rudolph

Eight little reindeer pulling Santa's sled
One fell down and bumped his head.
The elves called Santa and Sant said,
"Can seven little reindeer pull my sled?"
count down the same way until 
you get to one little reindeer
One little reindeer pulling Santa's sled,
He fell down and bumped his head.
The elves called Santa and Santa said,
"Call Rudolph!"
Decoding/Phonics:

MASSIVE PHONICS REVIEW OF ALL PREVIOUS OBJECTIVES/CATCH-UP TIME (

	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Revising with our Writing Partners:

SWBAT read their story with a long term writing partner.

SWBAT listen respectfully while their partner reads to them.

SWBAT offer feedback to their partner in the form of a question.

SWBAT thank their writing partner for their feedback.

SWBAT identify places in their partners writing where the story stops making sense.

Based on their writing partner’s advice, SWBAT fill in the gaps in the story, missing words, etc so that their story makes sense.

SWBAT fancy up their writing by adding a cover which includes an illustration, the author and illustrator’s names and the title.

SWBAT read their Small Moments Stories aloud to their peers during an Author’s Celebration.
	
	


