November

Reading Unit of Study: Readers Think and Talk About the Characters in Their Books and They Can Become Experts  About Characters in Character Centers

Writing Unit of Study: Writing For Readers: Teaching Skills and Strategies
Week 1

	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	This month, we’re moving into our character study in Reader’s Workshop.  Most of the character study during independent reading time will take place in centers, consisting of browsing bins filled with pre-grouped books.  Depending on the level of my kids, and the resources available to me, these centers can be a few different things.  For my lower readers, there aren’t as many series books, so the centers will focus on characters who share the same problem, or have something in common.  For my higher readers, I’ll want to group series books together in bins.  Starting the second week, the kids will rotate through these centers three times, spending approximately a week at each center, allowing time for study of the specific character with their peers.  I’ll take a bin and use it for all my Read Alouds, modeling the same strategies I want them to use during their independent reading time in the centers.  The last week of the study, the kids will create their own center bins, and have another chance to practice some of the strategies on a new set of texts.  

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.


	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Modeled Character Study: Launch 

Strong Readers Focus on Characters as They Read!

SWBAT identify the main character in a story by answering the question “Who is the story mostly about?”

SWBAT draw a conclusion about a character based on what the character says.

SWBAT draw a conclusion about a character based on what the character does.

SWBAT analyze how new information about a character helps us understand them better. 


	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Connecting

SWBAT identify ways the character in the story reminds them of themselves.

Strategy Link:  Picturing

SWBAT envision the way a character looks using the author’s words and their own imagination.

Strategy Link:  Noticing

SWBAT what a character does, says or thinks to provide clues as to what is important to him or her. 
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.


	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 7 new sight words:  

guess, here, seen, thought, most, been, would

Poem of the Week:  Homework Machine by Shel Silverstein

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams ee, ea and ey (/ē/).

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams oi, and oy (/oi/).
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Planning to Write for Readers

SWBAT identify the qualities of readable and unreadable writing.

SWBAT separate their writing into readable and unreadable writing.

SWBAT identify the characteristics of a Small Moment (REVIEW)

SWBAT plan their story either orally, across their pages, or across their fingers.

SWBAT write unfamiliar words by saying the word slowly and writing each sound they hear. 
	
	


Week 2

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Modeled Character Study with Class Bin (Week 1)

SWBAT identify when a character is acting “out-of-character,” using text support.

SWBAT describe how a character’s change in behavior helps them understand the story better. 

SWBAT describe how a character changes over the course of a story, by using phrases such as “in the beginning…,”  “then…” and “at the end…”.

SWBAT identify inter-text connections by using post-it notes to identify when a character behaves the same way or exemplifies the same trait more than once.

	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Wondering

SWBAT question why a character behaves a certain way.

Strategy Link:  Predicting/Guessing

SWBAT predict how a character will react to another character, problem, or event in the story, using what they already know about the character.


	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Strong Readers Study Characters in Centers! (Week 1)

Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS:

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

D. Decode grade level words using knowledge of word structure (e.g; roots, prefixes, suffixes, verb endings, plurals, contractions and compounds).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 4 new skill specific words and 4 new sight words:  

opened, looked, dripped, flowed (-ed suffix)

that, very, just, said

Poem of the Week:  Rain  by Shel Silverstein

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell words with consonant vowel suffixes –s, -es, -est, -er, -ed, and –ing.


	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Drafting our Writing for Readers

SWBAT leave space between their words when they write.

SWBAT determine whether  or not they have written a small moment.

SWBAT refocus their writing by making sure their story begins and ends in the same place.
	
	


  Week 3

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Modeled Character Study with Class Bin (Week 2)

SWBAT identify and describe ways that characters solve their problems, using text support.  

SWBAT revise their ideas about a character as they read their stories (what to do when we were wrong about a character).
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Connecting

SWBAT compare and contrast the character in their story with characters they’ve read about in other stories.

Strategy Link:  Figuring Out

SWBAT choose one word that best describes a character and explain why this word fits this character.


	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Strong Readers Study Characters in Centers! (Week 2)

Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 7 new sight words:  

about, year, ago, again, before, quite, beyond

Genius Word: unusual
Poem of the Week: My Brother Shaved His Teddy Bear by Jack Prelutsky
Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams oa, oe and ow (/ō/).

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams  ou and ow (/ou/).

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams ou and oo (/ü/).


	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Writing for our Writing Partners

SWBAT read their story with a long term writing partner.

SWBAT listen respectfully while their partner reads to them.

SWBAT offer feedback to their partner in the form of a question.

SWBAT thank their writing partner for their feedback.

SWBAT identify places in their partners writing where the story stops making sense.

Based on their writing partner’s advice, SWBAT fill in the gaps in the story, missing words, etc so that their story makes sense.

SWBAT use their writing partner as a resource to spell unfamiliar words.
	
	


Week 4

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Modeled Character Study:  Review  (Week 3)

SWBAT reorganize and categorize books into browsing bins based on common character traits or common character problems.  

SWBAT identify when a character is acting “out-of-character,” using text support.

SWBAT revise their ideas about a character as they read their stories (what to do when we were wrong about a character)

SWBAT identify inter-text connections by using post-it notes to identify when a character behaves the same way or exemplifies the same trait more than once.
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

A. Read grade-level texts with comprehension and for different purposes.

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

E. Compare and contrast similarities and differences among characters and events across stories.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.


	
	

	
	Strategy Link:  Figuring Out

SWBAT describe how the story might have been different if the character had reacted in a different way.

SWBAT decide whether they would have behaved the same way as the character and why.

SWBAT decide whether the events of the story shaped the character, or whether the character shaped the events of the story.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Strong Readers Study Characters in Centers! (Week 3)

Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

B. Blend sounds using knowledge of letter-sound correspondences in order to decode unfamiliar, but decodable, multisyllabic words.

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

C. Study root words, prefixes,  suffixes, verb endings, plural nouns, contractions, and compound words to learn new grade-level vocabulary.

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.


	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 5 new sight words:

mine, better, than, instead, best

Albuquerque Turkey         (sung to the tune of "Clementine")

Albuquerque is a turkey
And he's feathered and he's fine
And he wobbles and he gobbles
and he's absolutely mine.
He's the best pet that you can get...
Better than a dog or cat.
He's my Albuquerque turkey
And I'm awfully proud of that.
He once told me, very frankly
he preferred to be my pet,
not the main course at my dinner,
and I told him not to fret.
And my Albuquerque turkey
is so happy in his bed,
'Cause for our Thanksgiving dinner...
We had egg foo yong instead.

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams ue and ew (/ū/).

SWBAT read and spell simple multisyllabic words.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

D. Make judgments about relevant and irrelevant content to include in writing.

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Revising and Editing our Writing for Readers

SWBAT identify places where their partner forgot punctuation.  

SWBAT distinguish between readable and unreadable writing.  

SWBAT identify characteristics of readable writing in their own writing. 

SWBAT fancy up their writing by adding a cover which includes an illustration, the author and illustrator’s names and the title.

SWBAT read their Small Moments Stories aloud to their peers during an Author’s Celebration.
	
	


