October

Reading Unit of Study: Readers Use Strategies to Figure Out Words and to Understand their Stories

Writing Unit of Study: Small Moments:  Personal Narrative Writing
Week 1
	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	This month focuses on self-awareness when reading.  For early readers, its vital that they not only recognize when they’re reading stops making sense, but have a toolbox of skills and strategies to pull from to self-correct at the point of confusion.  If they can’t do this, their comprehension ultimately breaks down and they start to lose sense of the story.  This reading unit not only continues to introduce the next three major comprehension strategies, but starts teaching the strategies kids need to deal with confusion, and unfamiliar words or phrases in texts.  We’re continuing to build our independent reading stamina in 1 minute intervals, hopefully achieving the goal of 30 minutes.  We’re continuing to review first grade phonics concepts, so that by the end of the month, we can start moving into new glued sounds.  We’re also continuing to add 5-8 new Word Wall words a week, grounding our work in a Shared Reading Poem of the Week.  I’m also introducing the Genius Word Wall, to stimulate vocabulary development.  The words that go on here are adjectives and verbs that pop up in higher-level texts and picture books, that my kids may not have been exposed to. In Writing, now that we’ve spent the last two weeks studying famous author’s Small Moments stories, we’re ready to write our own.

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

E. Check accuracy of decoding using context to monitor and self-correct.

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

E.  Learn new words indirectly from reading books and other print sources.

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Habits:  Strong Readers have tools for dealing with tricky words!

SWBAT identify when they’re confused as they read.

SWBAT read tricky words part by part, from left to right.

SWBAT play with tricky words in their mouth until they sound right. 

SWBAT ask the question “what makes sense here?”  , using what they know about other words in the sentence to help figure out a tricky word.


	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy:  Predicting/Guessing

SWBAT make a prediction about what will happen in the story based on cover illustration and title when reading or being read to.

SWBAT make a prediction about what will happen in the story by taking a picture walk when reading or being read to.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 25 minutes (Monday).

SWBAT read silently for 26 minutes (Tuesday).

SWBAT read silently for 27 minutes (Wednesday).

SWBAT read silently for 28 minutes (Thursday).

SWBAT read silently for 29 minutes (Friday).
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 8 new sight words:  

in, October, I’ll, be, to, them, once, twice 
Poem of the Week:  October by Maurice Sendak

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW: 

· the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels

·  keyword and sound for the digraphs sh, ch, ck, wh, and  th.

· the keyword and sound for glued sounds all, am and an.
· the keyword and sound for glued sounds ang, ing, ong and ung.
SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for glued sounds ank, ink, onk and unk.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Planning Our Small Moments Stories

SWBAT identify the four characteristics of a Small Moments story (true story, happened to the author, one time, one place).

SWBAT distinguish between pizza story ideas (many moments or bed to bed stories) and slice story ideas (one small moment).

SWBAT plan their Small Moments story by orally telling their story to a writing partner.

SWBAT plan their Small Moments story by telling their story across their fingers, using the transition words: first, then, next, and then, finally, etc.

SWBAT plan their Small Moments story, selecting their paper, by telling their story across their pages using the transition words: first, then, next, and then, finally, etc.
	
	


Week 2
	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

E. Check accuracy of decoding using context to monitor and self-correct.

IV. BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

E.  Learn new words indirectly from reading books and other print sources.

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Habits:  Strong Readers are curious about new words and phrases, and want to know what they mean!

SWBAT reread to help figure out a tricky word or phrase.

SWBAT read ahead to help figure out a tricky word or phrase.

SWBAT replace unfamiliar words with a synonym to help make sense of the word or phrase.
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy:  Noticing

SWBAT identify important events that might matter in the story.

SWBAT identify clues the author gives me as to what might happen in the story.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 5 new sight words:  

goes, outside, why,  says, because
Poem of the Week:  Mommies Do  by Nikki Giovanni

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW: 

· the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels

·  keyword and sound for the digraphs sh, ch, ck, wh, and  th.

· the keyword and sound for glued sounds all, am and an.
· the keyword and sound for glued sounds ang, ing, ong and ung.
· the keyword and sound for glued sounds ank, ink, onk and unk.

SWBAT read and spell words with the bonus letters ff, ll, ss and zz.

SWBAT read and spell a-consonant-e words (sneaky e words).


	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Drafting Our Small Moments Stories

SWBAT write their small moment across many pages using transition words: first, then, next, and then, finally, etc.

SWBAT write unfamiliar words by saying the word slowly and writing each sound they hear. 

SWBAT write hard to spell words by looking in books to see how an author expert spells it. 

SWBAT add detail to their stories by writing down what people said (adding dialogue).

SWBAT begin and end their story in the same setting.
	
	


Week 3
	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

J. Summarize main ideas and supporting details from imaginative and informational texts, both orally and in writing.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Habits:  Strong Readers monitor for meaning throughout a story!

SWBAT retell the story as they read, to check for understanding.

SWBAT retell their story across their fingers using first, then, next and last.

SWBAT touch each page of their story and retell what happened on each page.

SWBAT use illustrations as anchors to help them remember what happened in the story as they retell.

SWBAT skim each page, looking for key words that remind them what happened on that page.


	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text.

H. Ask questions when listening to or reading texts.

I. Answer literal, inferential, and critical/application questions after listening to or reading imaginative and information texts.
	
	

	
	Strategy:  Figuring Out

SWBAT decide whether the story they’re about to read will be difficult or easy.

SWBAT decide whether the story they’re about to read should be read fast or slow.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS:

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 7 new sight words:  

you, should, an one, whole, of, ever
Poem of the Week:  Instructions  by Shel Silverstein

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW: 

· the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels

·  keyword and sound for the digraphs sh, ch, ck, wh, and  th.

· the keyword and sound for glued sounds all, am and an.
· the keyword and sound for glued sounds ang, ing, ong and ung.
· the keyword and sound for glued sounds ank, ink, onk and unk.

·  read and spell words with the bonus letters ff, ll, ss and zz.
· read and spell a-consonant-e words (sneaky e words).

SWBAT read and spell i-consonant-e, o-consonant-e and u-consonant-e words (sneaky e words).
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Mid-Drafting Revision of our Small Moments pieces

SWBAT write an opening for their story that establishes setting (when, where, who, what).

SWBAT add details to their stories by showing how they felt instead of telling how they felt (“my face lit up” instead of “I felt happy”).

SWBAT add details to their stories by including internal thinking.

SWBAT add details to their writing by adding sensory details (what I tasted, touched, heard, saw, smelled).
	
	


Week 4
	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

J. Summarize main ideas and supporting details from imaginative and informational texts, both orally and in writing.
	
	

	
	Comprehension:  Strong Readers create a movie in their mind as they read! (Strategy: Envisioning)

SWBAT create a picture in their mind of the characters, setting, actions and sounds of the scene they’re reading. 

SWBAT use all the clues the author gives you (illustrations, chapter titles, cover illustrations, etc) to formulate the picture in their minds as they read.

SWBAT reread when they notice that they’ve lost part of their mental picture.


	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).


	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS:

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.


	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 6 new sight words:  

does,  what, maybe, or, up

Genius Word: deferred
Poem of the Week:  Harlem: A Dream Deferred  by Langston Hughes

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW: 

· the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels

·  keyword and sound for the digraphs sh, ch, ck, wh, and  th.

· the keyword and sound for glued sounds all, am and an.
· the keyword and sound for glued sounds ang, ing, ong and ung.
· the keyword and sound for glued sounds ank, ink, onk and unk.

·  read and spell words with the bonus letters ff, ll, ss and zz.
· read and spell vowel-consonant-e words (sneaky e words).

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for glued sounds ild, ind, old, olt,  and ost.


	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).


	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Revising and Editing Our Small Moments Stories 

SWBAT read their story aloud to a Writing Partner. 

SWBAT identify when they’re confused when reading a partner’s story.

SWBAT fill in whatever is missing to make their stories make sense (ex: missing words, forgetting key details, telling the story out of order, etc).

SWBAT use a post-it note to take notes about what they want to change in their writing.  
	
	


Week 5
	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

B.  Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading (e.g., predict/confirm, reread, self-correct) to clarify meaning of text. 

J. Summarize main ideas and supporting details from imaginative and informational texts, both orally and in writing.
	
	

	
	Comprehension:  Strong Readers make guesses based on clues the author gives, or gaps the author leaves to avoid confusion!  (Strategy:  Inferencing)

SWBAT identify the best clues the author gave and explain how those clues helped them understand the text.

SWBAT summarize and explain the events in the story to someone who has never read it before.

SWBAT identify where in the text they we able to say “Aha! Now I get it!” and the strategy they used to solve their problem.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT apply strategies from the mini-lesson to their own “just-right” text.

SWBAT read silently for 30 minutes (Monday - Friday).
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

C. Decode by analogy using knowledge of known words in word families to read unfamiliar grade-level words (e.g., given the known word boat, read coat, moat, goat, etc).

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)


	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 7 new sight words:  

Left, right, give, little, around, want, never

Poem of the Week:  

Penguin Shuffle

Penguins shuffle shuffle to the
left left left
Penguins shuffle shuffle shuffle to the
right right right
Give a little wiggle
Give a little hop
Waddle around the iceberg
Never want to stop!

Decoding/Phonics:

REVIEW PREVIOUS MATERIAL DAILY

SWBAT read and spell words with the vowel teams ai and ay (/ā/).
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

I.  SPELLING

A. Spell correctly previously studied words (e.g., grade-level multisyllabic, decodable words; irregularly spelled words; high frequency words) in writing.

C.  Represent all the sounds in a word when spelling independently.

III. COMPOSITION 

B. Write a variety of compositions with assistance using different organizational patterns (e.g., informational reports such as compare/contrast, and sequence of events; correspondence and imaginative stories).

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing).

E. Write sentences in logical order and use paragraphs to organize topics.

F. Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling rules to produce final products. 

I.  Participate in writing conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an Author’s Circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar

	
	Revising and Editing Our Small Moments Stories/Publishing

SWBAT edit their writing by checking to make sure the first word in each sentence and proper nouns are capitalized.

SWBAT edit their writing by checking to make sure each sentence ends with a punctuation mark.  

SWBAT fancy up their writing by adding a cover which includes an illustration, the author and illustrator’s names and the title.

SWBAT read their Small Moments Stories aloud to their peers during an Author’s Celebration.
	
	


