Reading Unit of Study: Launching the Reading Workshop

Writing Unit of Study: Launching the Writing Workshop
September:
Week 1

	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	During the first week of school, setting up routines is my main focus.  The standards I try to hit this week should be review standards from first grade.  I selected these specific standards because they help establish a feeling of success (since they’re review) and they also help lay the groundwork for the work we’ll be doing later in the month, as the focus shifts away from routines, procedures, systems and structures.  The mini-lessons are short, because the kids are still adjusting to being back in school, and they simply cannot sit on the rug or in their independent reading spot for a long period of time.  I want to try to use this first week to establish behavioral norms and to start to build stamina, clearly laying out my expectations in a way they can find success easily.  When I’m teaching behaviors of Good Readers, I use community building texts, since the focus of the read aloud is on a particular behavior or pre-reading skill.  I then use the share time to teach procedures like turn and talk and my checks for understanding, since we’ll read these texts many times for the lessons they teach us about how we interact with our community.  For the comprehension block, I try to use one of the 4-6 books I’ll be using as mentor texts for the next few reading and writing units.  During the Word Block, I want to teach the systems we’ll use to add words to the Word Wall, plus introduce and practice the Fundations routine we’ll use for phonics until I break them up into their Reading Groups at the end of the month.   In Writing, before I start doing any sort of instruction, I want to baseline the kids, so I know what skills to focus on during the coming months.

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	Power Standards

I. LISTENING 

A. Listen attentively to spoken language, including grade-level books read aloud

C. Listen respectfully without interrupting when others speak.

II. PRINT AWARENESS: 

A. Identify book parts and their purposes, including identification of author, illustrator, title page, table of contents, index and chapter headings.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Routines:

SWBAT walk to the rug for Reading Workshop silently and sit on their rug spot.

SWBAT state the rug norms (criss-cross applesauce; hands in your lap, eyes on the speaker; ears open, mouth closed; if you have something to share, your hand goes in the air) and WHY they’re important.

Behaviors: (Good readers can…)

SWBAT identify (point to) the author, illustrator, cover illustration, title and title page in/on a book (II. A)
	Reading:

· daily checks for understanding

· spot calling on students

· listening in on turn and talks

· Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral checklist:
· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).


	Behavioral/Community 

Building Read Alouds:

Miss Nelson is Missing by James Marshall

Sneetches by Dr. Seuss

Elmer by David McKee

Comprehension Read Alouds:  

Rollercoaster by Marla Frazee

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

Julius The Baby of the World by Kevin Henkes
Teacher Resources: 

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	Power Standard

I. LISTENING 

A. Listen attentively to spoken language, including grade-level books read aloud

C. Listen respectfully without interrupting when others speak.
V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES: 

B. Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading and to clarify meaning of text.
	
	

	
	Comprehension:

SWBAT define metacognitive as thinking about your own thinking.

SWBAT name the six things that good readers do: connect, picture, notice, figure out, guess, question/wonder.


	
	

	Independent Reading
	VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.


	
	

	
	Independent Reading: 

SWBAT select their independent reading spot.

SWBAT select a book from the browsing bins for independent reading.

SWBAT return their book to its home when they’re finished with it.

SWBAT either reread their text or choose a new text when they think they’re “done.”

SWBAT read silently for 5 minutes (Monday).

SWBAT read silently for 6 minutes (Tuesday).

SWBAT read silently for 7 minutes (Wednesday).

SWBAT read silently for 8 minutes (Thursday).

SWBAT read silently for 9 minutes (Friday). 
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)

~ECLAS (ongoing)

	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 5 new sight words:  

for, while, will, down, with

Poem of the Week:  September from Maurice Sendak’s Chicken Soup with Rice
Decoding/Phonics:

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS:

III. COMPOSITION

C. Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing)
	~6 + 1 trait developmental checklist with finished piece
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar



	
	BASELINE Writing Assessment:

SWBAT independently generate a story idea.

SWBAT write a story to convey an idea.

SWBAT illustrate their story.

SWBAT revise their story to improve their writing.

SWBAT edit their story to improve their writing.

Day 1: Tell the students they can write about whatever they want; do not prompt the topic.

Day 2:  Tell the students to (using a different color pencil or pen) add to their writing the best way they know how.

Day 3:  Tell the students this is their last day to make their story the best it can be, and using yet another color pen/pencil, they are to revise and edit it the best way they know how.
	
	


Week 2
	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	Last week, I focused more on routines and procedures, acclimating the kids to the structure of the Reading and Writing Workshops.  I also exposed them to the comprehension terminology we will be using for the rest of the year.  This week, I will continue to practice and reinforce the routines and structures of the Workshops, while continuing to build their confidence in their ability to succeed academically.  The Word Wall Words are still review from first grade,  the decoding skills are also review,  and the Independent Reading block is still becoming incrementally longer to build their stamina.   This week, I’ve chosen to highlight the comprehension strategy of “connecting,” one children often find the most success with.  I want to not only teach into what a connection is, but how making connections helps us understand what we read.  I’ll do a lot of modeled thinking aloud as I present this strategy, and let the children participate more and more toward the end of the week as they become more independent with the strategy.  In Writing Workshop, we officially launch this week.  Emphasis will be place on generating ideas and how we tell our stories.  Again, this should be a review from first grade, so students should find success.

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

I. LISTENING 

A. Listen attentively to spoken language, including grade-level books read aloud

C. Listen respectfully without interrupting when others speak.
	Assessments
	Resources to 

Refer To

	
	Behaviors: practice, review and reinforce systems and structures from last week.  
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Behavioral/Community 

Building Read Alouds:

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes

It’s Mine by Leo Lionni

The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper

Comprehension Read Alouds:  

Ish by Peter Reynolds

Big Mama’s by Donald Crews

Shortcut by Donald Crews
Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	 POWER STANDARDS:

I. LISTENING 

A. Listen attentively to spoken language, including grade-level books read aloud

C. Listen respectfully without interrupting when others speak.

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES: 

B. Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading and to clarify meaning of text.
	· 
	

	
	Strategy: Connecting

SWBAT state CONNECTIONS between themselves and their experiences and the characters and their experiences.

SWBAT state CONNECTIONS between the book they’re reading and other books they’ve read.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.


	
	

	
	Independent Reading: 

SWBAT use a whisper voice when reading (rationale:  if they’re speaking regularly, it’s hard for others to concentrate.

SWBAT read the entire book without stopping a few pages in, giving our books a chance to be loved.

SWBAT read the whole time (strategies: if I think I’m done, I can reread, look for a favorite part, read another book, etc)

SWBAT read silently for 10 minutes (Monday).

SWBAT read silently for 11 minutes (Tuesday).

SWBAT read silently for 12 minutes (Wednesday).

SWBAT read silently for 13 minutes (Thursday).

SWBAT read silently for 14 minutes (Friday). 
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: READING

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)

~ECLAS (ongoing)
	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 6 new sight words:  

all, out, by, but, and, has

Poem of the Week:  The Moon by Robert Louis Stevenson
Decoding/Phonics:

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels.

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for the digraphs sh, ch, ck, wh, and  th.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS: WRITING

III. COMPOSITION

C.  Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing)
I. Participate in conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

A.  Write voluntarily to communicate emotions and ideas to a variety of audiences. 

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an authors’ circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences


	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar



	
	SWBAT define the purpose of Writing Workshop.

SWBAT generate an idea for their story.

SWBAT tell their story across their pages as they plan to write.

SWBAT use their illustrations to tell their stories, even if the ideas are hard to express (try your best and move on).

SWBAT use their pictures and their words to tell their stories, just like famous authors.

Procedural: 

SWBAT locate Writing Workshop supplies in classroom and use each supply when appropriate (Writing Folders, pens, red pens, markers, paper, stapler, etc).

SWBAT describe the job of “Author of the Day.”

SWBAT to define PQP as “Praise, Question and Polish.”

(all pertaining to the Share)
	
	


Week 3
	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	The third week of school is for really solidifying the routines, procedures, systems and structures that have been introduced and practices during the first two weeks.  The third week is also where I start getting into the real meat of what we’re going to work on this year.  In the next two weeks, students will start writing Small Moments in the Writing block.  During part of my reading block, I want to take the time to immerse them in Small Moments stories by our Mentor Authors, so they’ve been immersed in the structure of what they’re going to be writing a good two weeks before they’re expected to do it themselves.  The Small Moment structure should be a review from first grade, so the texts might be familiar and student understanding and success with the concepts should be high.  I’m also continuing to break down each comprehension strategy individually, this week focusing on picturing.   We’re gradually adding more Word Wall Words to our Word Wall, increasing the number we’re responsible for this week, and also reviewing some glued sounds in decoding.  In Writing Workshop, we’re getting to the meat of our stories, and focusing on mid-writing revision techniques, such as adding details.  The structure and expectations for the writing conferences are also laid out this week.

	Habits and Craft

(Read Alouds)
	POWER STANDARDS:

POWER STANDARDS: READING

II. PRINT AWARENESS: 

A. Identify book parts and their purposes, including identification of author, illustrator, title page, table of contents, index and chapter headings.

I. LISTENING 

A. Listen attentively to spoken language, including grade-level books read aloud

C. Listen respectfully without interrupting when others speak.
	Assessments
	Resources to 

Refer To

	
	Small Moments Immersion:

SWBAT identify Small Moments stories as true stories that happened to the author (test: could this have really happened? Where is the author in the story?)

SWBAT identify Small Moments stories as true stories, about the author that happened at one time.  (as you reread the first Mentor text, model how this book took place not over years, not over weeks, but in a few minutes).

SWBAT identify Small Moments stories as true stories, about the author that happened at one time and in one place.  (as you reread the first Mentor text, look at the illustrations to reinforce that the setting does not change).

Behaviors: practice, review and reinforce systems and structures from last week.  


	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Comprehension Read Alouds:

Chester’s Way by Kevin Henkes

Owl Babies by Martin Waddell
Unlovable by Dan Yaccarino

Small Moments Read Alouds:

Big Mama’s by Donald Crews

Shortcut by Donald Crews

Rollercoaster by Marla Frazee

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

Teacher Resources: 

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read Alouds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS:

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES: 

B. Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading and to clarify meaning of text.
	
	

	
	Strategy: Picturing

SWBAT create a picture in their mind as they read or are read to.

SWBAT describe the picture in their mind as they read or are read to.

SWBAT connect the picture they’ve created in their mind to how it helps them understand text.
	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS:

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading: 

SWBAT select their just right books by finding a book about something they love (strategy link: look at the cover, picture walk, etc)

SWBAT  select their just right books by reading the first page and counting the words they don’t know (do I know all the words?  Is it too easy? are there more than a few words I don’t know and have a hard time figuring out?)
SWBAT select their just right books by looking for familiar authors and familiar characters.

SWBAT read silently for 15 minutes (Monday).

SWBAT read silently for 16 minutes (Tuesday).

SWBAT read silently for 17 minutes (Wednesday).

SWBAT read silently for 18 minutes (Thursday).

SWBAT read silently for 19 minutes (Friday). 
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: READING

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)

~ECLAS (ongoing)
	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 7 new sight words:  

Into, through, near, onto, their, like, then

Poem of the Week:  Leaf Soup by Pat Mora

Decoding/Phonics:

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels.

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for the digraphs sh, ch, ck, wh, and  th.

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for glued sounds all, am and an.

	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS: WRITING

III. COMPOSITION

C.  Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing)
I. Participate in conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

A.  Write voluntarily to communicate emotions and ideas to a variety of audiences. 

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an authors’ circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar



	
	Launching:

SWBAT conference with the teacher about their writing (research, compliment, interactive, independent).

SWBAT use their Writing folder independently (green side for In Progress and red side for Finished).

SWBAT write even hard to spell words by stretching them out to hear all of their sounds. 

SWBAT use the Word Wall as a reminder of how to spell the words we know.

SWBAT spell hard words the best they can and move on.

SWBAT add juicy details to their stories by reading over their writing, and filling in what else they remember.  


	
	


Week 4
	Meta-Cognitive 

Thinking
	As we move into the fourth week, the emphasis keeps moving away from review and more toward building the foundation for the next units of study.  In the Reading Workshop, we’re continuing to support and practice the same routines as established the first weeks of school.  In the Word Block, we’re gradually adding more sight words and rebuilding our decoding skills from last year.  In comprehension, we’re tackling questioning this week, and how we ask questions to help our understanding of what we read.  In the Writing block, we’re publishing our Launching piece and getting reading to write our own Small Moments by engaging in a whole class shares writing of a story.  

	Habits & Behaviors

(Read A-louds)
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. LISTENING 

A. Listen attentively to spoken language, including grade-level books read aloud

C. Listen respectfully without interrupting when others speak.

II. PRINT AWARENESS: 

A. Identify book parts and their purposes, including identification of author, illustrator, title page, table of contents, index and chapter headings.
	Assessments
	Resources to Refer To

	
	Small Moments Immersion:

SWBAT identify Small Moments stories as true stories that happened to the author (test: could this have really happened? Where is the author in the story?)

SWBAT identify Small Moments stories as true stories, about the author that happened at one time.  (as you reread the first Mentor text, model how this book took place not over years, not over weeks, but in a few minutes).

SWBAT identify Small Moments stories as true stories, about the author that happened at one time and in one place.  (as you reread the first Mentor text, look at the illustrations to reinforce that the setting does not change).

Behaviors: practice, review and reinforce systems and structures from last week.  
	Reading:

~daily checks for understanding

~spot calling on students

~listening in on turn and talks

~Running Records (ongoing)

Behavioral Checklist:

· Does the student stay in their reading spot?

· Does the student read for the prescribed amount of time?

· When the student is done reading, what do they do? (do they talk to a neighbor, read the book again, get another book, etc).
	Comprehension:

Chester’s Way by Kevin Henkes

Ish by Peter Reynolds

Elmer by David McKee

Small Moments:

Big Mama’s by Donald Crews

Shortcut by Donald Crews

Rollercoaster by Marla Frazee

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

Teacher Resources:

Growing Readers by Kathy Collins

Constructing Meaning Through Kid-Friendly Strategy Instruction by Nancy Bowles

	Comprehension

(Read A-louds and Guided Reading)
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. LISTENING 

A. Listen attentively to spoken language, including grade-level books read aloud

C. Listen respectfully without interrupting when others speak.

V. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES: 

B. Use comprehension strategies to monitor own reading and to clarify meaning of text.
	
	

	
	Strategy: Questioning/Wondering

SWBAT notice when they are confused as they read or are read to.

SWBAT ask questions as they read or are read to.

SWBAT notice when those questions are answered as they read or are read to.


	
	

	Independent Reading
	POWER STANDARDS: 

VI. MOTIVATION TO READ

D. Read independently and silently.
	
	

	
	Independent Reading/Partner Reading:

SWBAT share their just right books by reading to a reading buddy. 

 SWBAT sit hip to hip when they read with their reading buddy, one holding the book and turning the pages, the other pointing and reading.

SWBAT turn knee to knee to talk about their books with their reading buddy.

SWBAT respect their reading buddy’s life as a reader.  (practice with reading buddies/show me how you sit/we’re interested in what our buddy is reading/model with a kid)

SWBAT read silently for 20 minutes (Monday).

SWBAT read silently for 21 minutes (Tuesday).

SWBAT read silently for 22 minutes (Wednesday).

SWBAT read silently for 23 minutes (Thursday).

SWBAT read silently for 24 minutes (Friday). 
	
	

	Words Block
	POWER STANDARDS: 

I. DECODING INCLUDING PHONICS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.  Identify and produce all letter-sound correspondences, including consonant blends and diagraphs, and vowel diagraphs and diphthongs.  

III. FLUENCY 

A. Sight-read automatically grade-level common (sight) and high frequency words.
	~Word Master Challenge (spelling test) on Friday

~phonics assessments (individual)

~ECLAS (ongoing)
	Dolch Sight Word List

Teacher’s College List of High Frequency Words

ECLAS list of Sight Words

Fundations Level 2 Teacher’s Guide (From Wilson)

	
	Fluency/Shared Reading:

SWBAT read and spell 8 new sight words:  

from, this, inside, here, which, too, it’s, these

Poem of the Week:  It’s Dark in Here by Shel Silverstein

Decoding/Phonics:

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for each letter of the alphabet, including vowels.

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for the digraphs sh, ch, ck, wh, and  th.

SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for glued sounds all, am and an.
SWBAT identify the keyword and sound for glued sounds ang, ing, ong and ung.
	
	

	Writing
	POWER STANDARDS: 

III. COMPOSITION

C.  Write original text using the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, editing)
I. Participate in conferences with teachers and peers to improve own writing and that of others.

IV. MOTIVATION TO WRITE

A.  Write voluntarily to communicate emotions and ideas to a variety of audiences. 

C. Share writing with others (e.g., participate in an authors’ circle).
	~Individual Conferences

~Table Conferences
	Teacher’s College Writing Calendar



	
	Launching:  Revision

SWBAT edit their work for misspelled words.

SWBAT edit their work for capitalization.

SWBAT identify places where their writing doesn’t make sense.

SWBAT add details to their writing to help their stories make sense.

SWBAT make a cover for their writing like a real book, including a title, author name, illustrator name and cover illustration.

SWBAT share their work with their peers at a publishing party.

Shared Writing: Small Moments Immersion (HEAVY TEACHER MODELING)

SWBAT generate ideas for a class Small Moment story.

SWBAT help select one moment from a series of moments for our Shared Small Moment.

SWBAT help orally retell selected Small Moment 

SWBAT  help plan the class Small Moment stories across the pages

SWBAT help sketch the Small Moment story across pages

SWBAT direct the teacher to add details to the pictures 

SWBAT determine whether or not our class Story is a Small Moment (is it true?  Did it happen to us? One time? One place?)
	
	


