1st Grade ELA Long Term Plan
	Unit #
	Reading Unit
	Dates
	Unit Length
	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	1


	Learning and Reading through Routines  
	September 4 – 27 
	 15-17 days 
	How will reading help me? 
Why does reading matter? 

What role do I have in the classroom? 
	Understand why readers read. 
Know routines for workshops. 
Identify roles and expectations in classroom. 

	2 
	Learning to Read Print 
	October 2 – 26 
	17-18 days 
	How do I get started when I read? 

	Understand there are strategies for decoding. 
Know what good readers do and focus on the print when they read. 

	3
	Reading for Comprehension 
	October 29- November 30
	17-18 days 
	Why is it important to understand what I read? 
	Understand that reading is essentially to comprehend. 
Know that good readers recognize when they lost comprehension. 

	4
	Learning and Reading through Non-Fiction 
	December  3 – January 4 
	18-19 days 
	What is an informational text? 
Why do we read informational text? 
	Understand purpose of non-fiction text. 

Identify non-fiction features. 
Know how to use non-fiction features. 

	5
	Acting for Fluency  
	January 7 – February 1   
	13-14 days 
	How do good readers sound when they read? 
Why is reading with fluency important? 
	Know how to read for meaning instead of decoding. 
Recognize what fluency sounds like. 

	6
	Poetry 

	February 4 – February 29 
	14-15 days 
	Why is poetry important? 
How is poetry different from other genres? 
	Know the features of poetry. 

Identify different types of poetry. 

Identify descriptive language. 

	7
	Word Power 
	March 3 – March 28 
	19-20  days 
	How can we understand new and difficult words? 
Why do we need to stop to give meaning to hard or difficult words? 
	Recognize that good readers stop at difficult words. 
Understand that comprehension is the core to reading. 

	8
	Non-Fiction Research 
	April 9 – May  2 
	17-18 days 
	How do I read to learn about information? 

	Understand purpose of research. 
Identify book features used for research. 

Know how to paraphrase / synthesize information. 

	9
	Character Study

	May 5 – May 30 
	18 – 19 days 
	Why are characters important? 
What are the features of a story? 
	Understand how a character changes or develops in a story. 

Identify components of a story. 

	10
	Summer Plans 

	June 2 – June 25?  
	17-18 days 
	How did we grow as readers? 
What can we do now to continue to grow? 
	Understand that readers are always growing. 
Know that reading needs to continue over the break. 


Note: Scroll down for the writing overview

	Unit #
	Writing Unit 
	Dates
	Unit Length
	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	1


	Writing for Many     Purposes
	September 4 – 27 
	 15-17 days 
	Why do writers write? 
What does a good writer look like? 
	Understand writing has many purposes. 

Know that writing is a process (brainstorms, draft, revise, edit, publish).  

Understand writing is a form of communication. 

	2
	Personal Narrative 
	October 2 – 26 
	17-18 days 
	Can we write about our lives? 
How can we use writing to share our narratives? 
	Understand writers have many stories to tell and share. 

	3
	All About Book 
	October 29- November 30
	17-18 days 
	How can we write about one topic? 

	 Know the difference between a fact and an opinion. 

Understand the idea of audience.  

	4
	Craft of Revision 
	December  3 – January 4 
	18-19 days 
	How can we make our writing better after we revisit it? 
	Know how revision is a tool to make writing better. 
Identify and apply revising and editing skills.

	5
	Instructional Writing  
	January 7 – February 1   
	13-14 days 
	How can we teach our reader how to do something? 
	Know writing has many purposes. 

Identify how-to writing.

	6
	Poetry Writing 
	February 4 – February 29 
	14-15 days 
	How can we express ourselves through poetry?
	Know how to use poetry to express feelings, moods, and emotions. 



	7
	Book Recommendations 
	March 3 – March 28 
	19-20  days 
	How can we use writing to share our favorite books? 
	Know that writing is way to share an opinion. 

	8
	Research Reports
	April 9 – May  2 
	17-18 days 
	How can I write to teach my reader information? 
	Understand informational text is researched based. 
Identify facts vs. opinion. 

Identify non-fiction vs. fiction. 

	9
	Realistic Fiction Writing 
	May 5 – May 30 
	18 – 19 days 
	Why are characters important? 
	Know how to develop a character in a story. 
Identify features of a story. 

	10
	Reflections 
	June 2 – June 25?  
	17-18 days 
	What did we learn as writers? 
How did we grow as writers? 
	Know that writing is an ongoing process that improves with practice. 


Notes: 

September – Asses students in writing, reading, and math 

November 12 – ½ day, early dismissal for elementary school students 
January – Mid-year assessment  

February – Mid-Winter Break - 5 days off 

March 19 – ½ day, early dismissal for elementary school students

March / April – Spring Break – 7 days off 

June – 3 ½ days this month, early dismissal for elementary school students 

Veronica Tadeo 1st grade 

What were you thinking when you created this Long Term Plan? 

The structure of this LTP assumes the Reading and Writing Workshop model. When creating this LTP I kept asking myself, what is the best way to logically set up the reading and writing units so they build on each other and correlate according to the monthly units? There are so many skills and concepts that students need to master according to the NYS and NYC standards by the end of the school year, so it is crucial to have clear and detailed power standards to ensure mastery. 
As I wrote up the LTP I kept thinking back to my own classroom saying “I must include all the small details that nobody tells a new teacher when they start in September!” I remember my first year teaching that it was so frustrating trying to figure out how to break down an objective, find standards that I HAD to meet, and create lessons for the entire literacy block. In creating this tool, I tried to keep it as simple as possible but not without the necessary components for a successful literacy component. I wanted this LTP to be set-up so anyone can pick it up to use it monthly, weekly, or by units. It is an ongoing document, meaning it is a guide not a script that can be modified, challenged, or used in parts. 
In all, this is a big picture of a sample literacy block for a first grade classroom. As I created this LTP I kept thinking asking myself “what will make the most sense and be practical for the classroom that will move students?”  
