Unit 1 – Readers Build Good Habits

Time: 6 weeks

	Meta-Cognitive Thinking
	Readers Build Good Habits: In order for students to begin building their comprehension skills, they must be able to understand that literature has meaning d purpose in day to day life. I chose making “book to life connections” for the first unit of the school year because doing so requires students to pay close attention to books’ pictures and text in order to find information that is meaningful (to them). It also introduces students the vocabulary through which they can talk about books in a deeper manner than simply retelling their events. I chose to focus on concepts of print for this unit because they introduce students to the technicalities of reading independently and lay the foundation for all forthcoming reading skills. Similarly, I chose this set of phonics and phonemic/phonological awareness skills because they focus on the basic letter and word knowledge that will allow students to fairly quickly delve into strong reading and writing habits. For example, learning how to identify rhyming words early in Kindergarten will lead students into reading and writing rhyming words as well. Finally, I aligned the writing block’s components to those of word study block in order to make them more meaningful and present in the students’ first days of school. The objectives also lay the foundation for the processes and skills students will use every day in writing for the rest of the year. I also focused on the early writing behaviors outlined in the K “Breakthrough to Literacy” Reading and Writing Developmental Stages Observation Checklist as I wanted to ensure that while strategies and skills being taught are ambitious, they are also developmentally appropriate and realistic.


	Stage 1: Desired Results

	Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings
	Essential Questions

	1. Books transmit information to their readers through pictures and print, both of which carry meaning. 

2. Print carries meaning which we can get through the act of reading. 

3. We can relate the information and stories in books to our own lives to enhance our understanding.
	1. What does it mean and look like to read a book for enjoyment? To learn something? 

2. What skills and procedures are important to becoming a great reader?

	Essential Skills
	Vocabulary

	1. SWBAT read with proper directionality.

2. SWBAT properly identify and differentiate between a letter and a word.

3. SWBAT read with one-to-one correspondence (i.e. one spoken word matches one printed word).

4. SWBAT read by using structural cues (i.e. asking themselves, “Does this sound right/make sense?”)

5. SWBAT use picture clues when reading difficult words.

6. SWBAT write their own name.

7. SWBAT read and write a small, growing body of sight words with automaticity.

8. SWBAT write their name.

9. SWBAT count or clap the number of syllables in a word.

10. SWBAT identify rhyming words.

11. SWBAT produce rhyming words.

12. SWBAT match a picture to the correct letter which has the same (beginning) sound.

13. SWBAT identify and state the names of the letters taught thus far.
	1. Front cover

2. Back cover

3. Left

4. Right

5. Prediction

6. Picture

7. Print/Text

8. Title

9. Begin/Beginning (in terms of where to begin reading)

10. Letter

11. Word
	12. Period

13. Reading strategies

14. First (in terms of first letter of a word)

15. Uppercase

16. Lowercase

17. Sight Word

18. Rhyme

19. Syllable

20. Sound

21. Word family


	Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks

	Pre Assessment: These can mirror the unit assessments and serve as a gauge of where knowledge is at the beginning of the unit, as well as progress that has been made. 

Weekly Assessments: These can be created from the assessment bank and align with only one standard at a time, as they are found on the LTP. 

Unit Assessment: A more comprehensive assessment that involves both oral assessments given by the teacher (during one on one conferences between the teacher and a student) and pencil and paper activities which are included in the Unit 1 assessment.


	Stage 3:  Learning Experiences

	Week 1
	Shared/Independent Reading: 

SWBAT: Identify front and back of book.
SWBAT: Turn the pages from left to right.

Word Study:

SWBAT read their first name and locate them in a sentence.
SWBAT: Notice and discuss differences in different names.

Letters of the Week: D, J

	Week 2
	Shared/Independent Reading:
SWBAT: Make predictions based on the cover of a book.

SWBAT:  Locate pictures in a text.

SWBAT: Use pictures to “think through” what happens in the text.

Word Study:

SWBAT: Build and write their first name.

SWBAT: Say the names of the letters in their first name.

SWBAT: Read the sight words a and I with automaticity.

Letters of the Week: B, F

	Week 3
	Shared Reading:
SWBAT: Identify the title of book.

SWBAT : Make predictions based on the title.

SWBAT : Identify where to begin reading. 

SWBAT : Identify the print in a book.  

Word Study:

SWBAT: Say the names of letters in their names.

SWBAT: Notice and talk about the similarities and differences among different letters. 

SWBAT: Read the sight words is and the with automaticity.

Letters of the Week: P, M

	Week 4
	Shared/Independent Reading:
SWBAT: Employ left to right directionality when reading. 

SWBAT: Identify a letter (i.e. articulate the characteristics of a letter in print [in comparison to a space, a word, etc.].

SWBAT: Identify and correctly use of a period.

Word Study:

SWBAT:  Use finger counting to count the different words in sentences. 
SWBAT: hear and identify rhyming words.

SWBAT: Read the sight words and and my with automaticity.

Letters of the Week: A, N

	Week 5
	Shared/Independent Reading:
SWBAT:  Using meaning (picture) cues to make text predictions (i.e. does that match the picture?).

SWBAT: Point to one word at a time as it is being read aloud.

SWBAT: Employ left to right directionality when reading.

SWBAT: Identify a word

Word Study:

SWBAT: Hear and count syllables in a word.

SWBAT: Match the beginning sound of a spoken word with a corresponding picture with the same sound (i.e. student hears “monkey” and matches that to the picture of a map)

Sight Words: Read the sight words it, of and was with automaticity.

Word Family: Create –at word family in spoken word and then on paper.

Letters of the Week: L, C

	Week 6
	Shared/Independent Reading;
SWBAT: Using structural cues to make text predictions (does that make sense?)

SWBAT: Employ the return sweep

SWBAT: Point to one word at a time as it is being read aloud.

SWBAT: Identify the first letter of a word.

Word Study:

SWBAT: Hear, say and clap syllables in a word.

SWBAT: Blend beginning sound (onset) with ending sound (rime) to form known words in rhyming word families.

SWBAT: Read the sight words me, in and that with automaticity.

Word Family: Review –at word family.

Letters of the Week: G, E


