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Institute Student Achievement Toolkit 2007

Pre-Kindergarten: 
Community Building Activities Guidance
Purpose of Community Building Activities
Pre-kindergarteners are new to the school environment, and you are a new person to them! Even if they have been with the same class all year, they are still at an age where continuous reinforcement of social skills and community values is necessary for their positive development as learners. Social-emotional skills are part of state and district standards, and are critical components of your institute instruction. You should search online for the specific social-emotional standards for your institute, and design activities to target them. Here are some “generic” objectives that can be targeted during community-building time: 
· Developing students’ concept of their “self” as part of the class,
· Developing all students’ sense of what it means to work together towards a goal,
· Developing students’ abilities to interact positively with other students and teachers, including taking turns, sharing, and listening, and
· Fostering pride in individual and group accomplishments, and a supportive atmosphere in times of failure.
Planning for Community Building Time 

Community building should be responsive to the needs of your students on that day or week. In the beginning of Institute, you will want to plan general activities to learn names, reinforce classroom expectations, and begin building interaction skills. You will also want to establish dates for individual and group recognition of progress. As Institute progresses and you observe your students, you and your collaborative will be able to generate purposeful community building activities each day. Please confer with your CMA as well to design a plan for this time.
Examples of Community Building Activities
You will need to work with your collaborative to determine the goals and objectives for Community Building Time. You will have only 10 minutes each morning, so you will need to be purposeful in your choices. Here are some example activities that target the objectives listed above:
· Fostering pride in individual accomplishments: Hand out certificates to students who have mastered a specific skill they have been attempting, such as completing an ABC pattern or learning the sound that the letter M makes. This only takes a few minutes, but calling students individually and recognizing them for working hard sets a positive tone for the entire class. You may consider developing some special celebration (e.g., a “round” of applause- clapping in a circle) for when students receive their certificates.

· Fostering pride in group accomplishments: As the entire class makes progress toward the Summer Achievement Goal, community time is the perfect opportunity to update students on their progress. Emphasize that everyone learning together and supporting each other is what makes this progress possible. The specific form that this recognition will take depends on the student-centered tracking systems that you employ in your classroom. For instance, if you have a visual tracking system on a bulletin board, you could update the visual (post new letters/symbols- whatever corresponds) when you tell the class how they are doing.

· Developing students’ abilities to interact positively with other students and teachers, including taking turns, sharing, and listening: There are numerous songs that emphasize social skills such as politely saying “please” and “thank you.” Also consider that songs/games to learn other students’ names fall into this category, as certainly addressing someone familiarly and by their name is a component of a positive interaction! 

· Developing students’ abilities to interact positively with other students and teachers, including taking turns, sharing, and listening: Asking students a simple question and going around the circle, popcorn-style, with a ball or similar “speaker identifier” will reinforce the concept that only one person talks at once, and we all listen to the one person who is talking. Examples of questions include: “What did you do at recess today?” “What are you going to do this weekend?” “What is your favorite food?” Be sure not to spend too much time on this type of activity – as our young students are only developing their attention spans/ability to listen to each other.
· Developing students’ abilities to interact positively with other students and teachers, including taking turns, sharing, and listening: Community time is a great opportunity to address (or pre-empt) any issues that you may be facing in your classroom that fall into the realm of social interactions. Such instances could include: students are consistently having trouble sharing at the blocks center; students are pushing in the line; students are running in the classroom. In each of these situations, there is a way to demonstrate the “correct” behavior, and the “incorrect” behavior. Young students love drama and pantomime. You can bring the situation to life for your students by acting out (in an exaggerated fashion, of course) what it’s like to run around the classroom, bump into desks and students, and fall down and hurt yourself so you can’t go out and play, and then acting out walking slowly around the classroom and not bumping into anyone/anything and going out to play.. If you have some especially mature kids, you may consider bringing them into your skits. These dramatizations can drive home a point that no amount saying of “Walk in the classroom!” will be able to do. A valuable reinforcement is to go out of your way to point out students’ correct use of the focus behavior throughout the day. 

Community Building Materials
You will most likely not need many materials for this time! If you do have songs on CD, a CD player would be useful. Otherwise, sitting in a simple circle on the rug will suffice.
Managing Community Building Time

Students should be seated in a circle on the carpet during community time, even if they normally sit in rows on the carpet. It is an important element of this time that everyone be able to see and hear one another. You should set some initial ground rules for the time, just as you would with any whole-group activity, and repeat them each morning. Such guidelines could include:
· We listen and pay attention to our friends when they are talking.

· We always follow the teacher’s directions.

·  We raise our hand if we have something to say.

Sample Plan for Community Building Time

This is a sample sequence and group of activities that you could use in your classroom. 

· Sing “Who stole the cookie from the cookie jar?” as a way to learn names (5 min)
· Post a new letter on the class mastery bulletin board- celebrate that 80% of students recognize letter name & sound (2 min)
· Introduce class graph of the day (favorite fruit- choice of apple, banana, or orange). Students post their vote on the graph on their way to their math-lit hour group. (Discuss results during Calendar time.) (3 min)



