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Institute Student Achievement Toolkit 2007

Pre-Kindergarten Reading Comprehension Block: Classroom Newsletter Guidance
Purpose of the Classroom Newsletter
The classroom newsletter is truly a multipurpose activity. Some purposes include:
· A tool to communicate news about the day, the school, future studies, or any other information you want to share with your students.
· A forum for recording news about your students, their families, their home lives, etc.. 
· Reinforcement for objectives from writing, word study, and reading comprehension lessons. 
How to Write Your Newsletter

Follow these guidelines for the format of your newsletter.

· The classroom newsletter takes the form of a letter from you to your students. You should always write the date, greeting, body, and closing as if you were writing a regular letter.

· Use a consistent format and repetitive wording. The newsletter is a great opportunity for students to learn high-frequency words.

· Write the beginning of the newsletter in preparation for the lesson, and then write the ending part with students as part of the lesson. 

· Write your classroom newsletter on lined chart paper, using markers so that it is easy to read. 
· Write clearly and leave clear spaces between words. 
· As much as possible, use picture icons (just hand-drawn, no need to print them out) to represent key nouns or words that students do not know. 
· Encourage students to read along with you or to guess words as you are reading- the icons and repetitive wording will help them do so.
See the sample newsletter below for more information.

Target Objectives & Activities
Here are some examples of activities and their target objectives you could use during the newsletter time. This list is by no means comprehensive, and you should feel free to target other objectives and use other activities.
· Letter identification: Students come to the chart paper to circle all instances of the letter of the day.

· Letter-sound correspondence: Students raise their hands to give examples of things that start with the letter of the day (letter-sound connections).

· Name writing, Forms of print, Directionality: Teacher poses a question: “Who is going to take the bus home from school today?” and students come to the paper to write their names in a list.

· Science objectives, Beginning sound identification, Letter-sound correspondence: Teacher poses a question: “What are some animals that live in our neighborhood?” and students raise hands to give ideas. Teacher exaggerates beginning sounds of animal names (“mmmonkey”) and thinks out loud about what letter that animal’s name must start with. 

You should choose only one or two objectives for your newsletter time. For instance, you could target letter identification and sound/symbol correspondence for Bb by having students circle all of the letter Bbs in the newsletter, and you could also together write a list of words that start with Bb. 

Managing the Newsletter Time

This time should be managed as an interactive writing time. See page 141 in the Elementary Literacy text for an example of an interactive writing lesson. Students should be sitting on the carpet, able to see the newsletter on the wall in front of them. While you will lead the time, students will be engaged in giving you ideas, sharing the pen, and engaging in other activities. 

Planning for the Newsletter

You will not write a whole lesson plan for the newsletter, but it is helpful to plan ahead for your newsletter so that you can be purposeful in your choice of activities. You will need to look at the calendar and unit plans to find compatible objectives, or perhaps talk with collaborative members about what they are teaching in other subjects. At the same time, it is important to be open to spontaneity. If something noteworthy happens during the day that you feel should be included in the shared writing portion of the newsletter, you should include it. 
Sample Classroom Newsletter
On lined chart paper:
	June 11
Dear friends,

Today is Monday. We will go to recess today! We are learning about the letter Bb. What starts with Bb?

bike, ball, bear, balloon, boat

Love, 

Ms. Halgren


Notes on the Sample:
· Black text is written the night or morning before, so students see it when they first walk in.

· Blue text is written while students are there, from their ideas for what starts with Bb.

· Underlined text stays consistent each time, with updates as needed for the date and day of the week. You would not underline the text in your real newsletter. (You may choose different wording, but keep it consistent from day to day throughout institute.)

· For simplicity in the sample, a picture icon is not included with each word. You would see icons for friends, recess, bike, ball, bear, balloon, and boat. The position of the heart indicates a good location for most picture icons- above and to the right of the word.




