Readlng and Wrmng Developmental Stages

The observation checklist can be used to record individual children's. development in readlng and wntmgi'

.bservahon Checklist

B A

over the course of a year. Use the spaces provided fo note benchmark behaviors (e. g 9/16/03 Makes .
horizontal scribbles). This document can be found in the blackhne masters. . , !

Student Teacher
oy o ExpforeWordsa. Date e o
Reading " Plocoment  Obiorved Writing | Examples
Engages in conversations AT Easy f_ Draws t
Participates in Iap readi:ng ————— Scribbles
o I .
Has experience with prmt P . Colors ‘
and books i I Do B
_ _ Al Med { —=—. Produces single “words”
Holds books i ' or pictures
Pages th§6ugh :Iaqoks _ AlHad | Makes honzontaI scribbles
oL . .. . . " . B IO . ) ) e e f . "
Taltks while locking at - f A2 Easy | ——— Forms random letters DATB PFL\W/H
books : R A ,
- A2Med {..__.__ Repeatsshapes . ooz el O
. Appearscomfortable with i -~ "~ - -1 "7 ' ' A
1 books o i ~A2Hard | Draws pictures with letters M/[/W
Telis story using picfures A3 Easy 1} .—.—...-...-...-. Creates mulﬁple pich.l.res . o V
_ . i . _ or “events”
Discriminates wordsin =~ .- ABMd P - " ‘ f 4 dm . . '
a sentence \ e i e« Shows evidence of understanding . A
. R AR logical sequence of events, OQM ' E
Memorizes stories i‘ ) _ _ (e.g., piciures, “words”) . s
Recognizes someletters ° A3Hard |- Copiesletters A f‘ Aty
‘Recognizes some common | A4Easy |- Copies enivironmental print S (b UNA‘LD
words - ‘ ' oo
_ . AdMed |______ Tells stories to go with
General]y connects prmt N representations -
and spoken words l o " (e.g, pictures, “words") __,.- ] — E %
" Ad4Hard ! ___ Understands that letters have
_? " meaning
¢
i
1 !
; |
|
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Observation Checklist
B Kinde(: (COnhnued)

* Readmg and Writing Developmental Stages

Date.:  Pageing i Explore Words " - Date- I N
Observed Readlng .- Placement: - Ob ed wrlhng P, . Exurn_ples_. e
Shows early phonemic i BiEasy’ " _% " Understands that letters represent sounds P '
awareness i ' ' .
' .+ BlMed _.__  Copieswords R
Knows that text does not ] Ao
" change from one reading ~———— Uses letters to communicate - r LIKQM(' -
to the next. ; ‘ © Uses some initial consonants to o ' -
H t of word ; _represerit words
_rias conceptof word 3' R . /V\N/V\
. Shows phonemic " BlHard, Uses initial consonanls regular]y to
awa_reness - : ’ . l‘epresent wofds .‘"' ' )
Knows alphabet letters ! B2Easy . _____ Usesearly phonehc spelﬁng - \P r%
and sounds E .. Shows evidence of sentence structure ' '7 _
Recognizes high- ‘ o . e
S S B2 Med Shows evidence of echtl.ng (e.g., self- /\/‘ / 'ﬁ
ﬁequgncy words corrections, rewriting) VA V .
3};23t;il1;1rc;easmg i i Uses multiple sentences to convey message J
Matches spoken words | B2 Hard 1 Demonstrates in writing a sense Pf story d _l,_ p I('
with text : ' Représents final consonants 1ed ‘KS
. Represents final " B3 Easy ‘Represents some medial consonants -
consonants ;- 5 o
. _ 1 Places spaces between words some ,
.CoTI?xstenﬂy reads own . ; ofthe ime I
writing i i c q T
. . ) B3Med ____ ... Representsvowelsounds = = . Y oo
Perceives patterns in N _ T i -
~print .~ B3Hard ... Places spaces between words regularly I LU’\Q _‘I:
Retells stories in own “Writes” independenﬂy '
words [ l M
' B4Easy ___ Usesboth uppercase and lowercase letters N
Reads aloud to self S 7 y C\h
Lo B¢ Med Uses mvenhve spellmg much of the time
‘Makes predictions about o ' ‘k
stories © . B4 Hard Understands that a sequence of letters \Bd\ | v
P ' represents a sequence of sounds’ .
Notices punciuation i

) '_.__.__.._ Correctly spells some hlgh-frequency

words
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_C- | grode

Recogmzes cause and effect

_—

Self-selects from a vanet'y of gem'es

Recogmzes daaractenstxcs of different genres

_- Reads a variety of sentence structures with

comprehension and ﬂuenc:y‘ .

‘Recognizes 70% of the common high-.
frequency words: - .-

:Extends or modifies stories ...

5 Identifies basm story elements

Articulates new mformahon gamed

" from reading and connects to personal
experience and other text

[ RO

|
i
i
i
H

! ﬁedmb;ates Eegi'_ri_nihgrand‘ subsequent

. Uses silent e rule more frequently )

Cate ' H Explore Words : Date A -
Observed Readmg . Plocement Observed erflﬂg L

Consistently recognizes patterns in print - C1 'Easy. ‘ ' + Uses full inventive spelling consisienﬂy

Uses a variety of strategies to decode .. C1Med . ‘Demonstrates a developing understand:ng of

unknown words i : spelling pattems (e g., double letters, vowel

i ClHard
: . _combinations} '

Recogmzes 50% of the common hlgh i ‘ : _ ) ,

- frequency words: - : , _ Spells many high-frequency words correctly

Recognizes regularly spelled one- and [ ﬁep.i'esents‘ _ii'aiéal ]j'lehd'é., N

two- syllable words : , - T
L : Begins fo adjust own rules to speﬂmg
Generally uses punctuahon in readmg for ' : eonvenhons
meaning and w:th inflection : T LTI R
. _ C2 Easy Uses some puncmaﬁnn o
Recognizes whether words make sense in : ‘ T
context _ K C2 Med .~ Writes many sentences (some may be run-on)
Uses know]edge of spe]lmg and context to | , _ (2 Hard ’ - Shows evidence of self-correction
A e : ; :
| decode chfﬁcu words : : Spells decodable words
Checks attempts to décode words agaifist ' Elb ideas in vrrifin
knowledge of sound-symbol relah'on_ships C S . aborates on ideas in wntmg L
i H .
Considers whether decoded words make ! C3 Easy Uses more convenhonal sentence structures 7
sense in t’ne pnnt context © C3Med . Uses capxtahzatxon
Reads own and others wntmg and suggests C3 Hard : Begms' Yo tise vowel with
revisions and echts . . : : .
. i T ; Writes in'di
" Retells with accurate details and sequence i i rites in'different genres .
: ' ‘Uses silent ¢ rul i '

" Generally reads and understands complex 2.._._"_ - seepTem e occasmp.all y e i
ﬂsentence struciure - C4 Easy Uses different types of sentence structures -
. . Makes predmnons when “—‘ade - C4 Med Spells decodable two-syllable words r:on'ecﬂy _

g C4 Hard sometimes

Usee; personal .expeﬁenc‘e_sl and imagination to

convey ideas

events in stories-

Elaborates on ideas

Bk .'f&w*“‘ s‘"‘t"':-;‘-s'a;::'.:‘ TRy
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k‘.,,. . - ) . , D :JZWW ) . N ';.‘;é?.

“Date PR o - : Explore Words™ *. Date "yt -
bserved Readlng . “Placement Observed erilng }
Independently réads aloud unfamiliar, . ‘D1 Easy _ Uses some conventional spelling patterns
p developmentally appropriate text with ' N
s ~ accuracy and comprehension DiMed ~ ___- _ Edits with increased frequency
, DlHard  ____ Writeson different toplcs

Connects the meaning between earlier and

Jater parts of a given text Demonstrates early paragraphing skilis

Recognizes when interpretation of text does
not make sense and rereads’

|

| — Usessilent e rule consistently A

P Sequences ideas logiéaliy

Reads a variety of topics

Compares different orgamzahonal structures L T Uses r. and.s_k_ﬂfnf:ls
in text . D2Easy . Uses initial three-letter blends
—. Tracks c_haracters' 5 jmat.ion§ a_nd actions 'oD2Med o Represents plurals with s and es
across time and events, in fiction and Lo ‘ "L
nonfiction t D2Hard ,l Writes coherently on topic e
- Discusses authors’ differing styles, devices, _ Uses hard and soft c and g appropriately '
and voice - : : . o
o : " Uses vowel diphthongs (e.g., of, oy, ou, ow)
Identifies literary qualities {e.g., beginnings, : . i : :
endings, theme development, plot, character) ! .} ———— Spells some digraphs correctly
Recognizes 85% of the common high- —— Spells r-controlled vowels correctly -
frequency words tgi
: : Uses capltahzatlon rules 3
Recognizes multisyllable words Fr— g R ey
. D3 Easy | Uses punctuatlon regularly hry
Consistently uses punctuation in reading ! i . B
for meaning and with inflection , D3Med . Uses longer, more grammatical sentences -
Demonstrates ability to read and interpret D3Hard  ______ Generalizes suffixes (e.g., -¢d, -¢s, -ing) ‘Sd
different grammatical styles i e Spells ma.ﬁy vowel digraphs correctly i3
. T [ L,
L)

Consistently reads and understands complex

word and sentence stru cture- E Spells prefixes and suffixes correctly

Makes most sentences flow and separates

Synthesizes information frpm text - ST with correct punctuation
Increases comprehension of text through - Writes stories thh abe ing, middle,
questioning and discussion y ' " and end g
. Begins to analyze nonfiction authors’ ' ' : X . S
purpose, intention, and credibility ' . T E;i::;ﬁ?:ﬁimem ofideas into
Recognizes 100% of the commen high- ‘
frequency words SRR ,..._?E.elli‘.’off ! é}ﬂhﬁ:}g_s_correcﬂy e
' . DaEasy | . Usesspelling rules and generalizes to
T mulhsyllab:c words
D4 Med

D4 Hard I . Understands that each syllable has a vowel

Uses spelling patterns with vowels regularly .
(e.g., silent g, digraphs)

- Uses different genres appropriately
Spells most high-frequency words correctly o

Spells words with irregularities correctly
{e.g., -le, silent letters)

Writes with focus and clarity in presenting
" ideas

RN AR A R R R N R Y R R R R T S R A A I
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Reqdmg and Writing Developmenial Stages

.bservqﬂ.n

The o’bServatlon checklist cait be used to record md:wdua] chzldren s development in readmg and: wnbng
~ over the coutsé of a year. Use the spaces prov:ded to note:benchmark behaviors (e. g., 2[1 [Qa Makes
: honzontal scnbbles) Tlus document can be found in the black]me masters. ) C e

checklist

3 .J‘_ -
LA
I N

et

Student _ R Teacher
A Prz;
" Explore Words : Dcrle

Readmg ockmont | Ob Wrmng
Engagesinconversations - Al Easy ! Draws
Partlcxpates in lap readmg ; _ Scn'bbles
Has experience thh pnnt : ‘ : Colors

" and books R T S A Sy

Al Med. |rom.n Produces smgle ”words"

I-Ioldsbooks a0 _or plctures
Pages through books | _l 5 Al Hard ?___ Makes honzontal sm’bbies : . ‘

) o AR ” R Yt fv AL -

_Talkswh:le lookmg at . AZEasy B __.;_.._.. Forms random letters o DNI E)PFL\Wm
books* .'3 R R : ¢ A

o : A2 Med i Repeats shapes , . ROR _‘44{,’ &

Appears comfortablé-with x mp TR : A A AA
books L ] AZHerd — Draws pictures wnth Ietters

X Te]_[s StOI'Y usi_ng Pic[ures A3 Easy o e — Creates mulhp]e PICtUIES
S - . | : or "events” L
Discriminates wordsin <.+ B "

- asdentence o A3 Med Shows evnclence of understandmg

C el o “} R L :I logical sequerice of évents, :
Memorizes stories l_' _ [ (e B piclu:es, “words”) . L e
Recogni_zes some letters ‘f A3 Haid j —— Copxes letters S A A 70"4‘*‘}"

_____‘ ~Recégmzes some common ] Al Easy

n Cop:esenwronmmfalprmt MCI’UNA‘LD

words
. A4 Med : Tel]s stories tQ.go w:th ‘ . i
. Genera!ly connects pnht - fepresentations - .
and spoken words } T {egy pxctures “words") ' e E"'%}
T AaHEd© 1 Understands that letters have : /L' ,
) meaning : '
; .
i
A
I
|
t
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Readmg and erﬂng Develepmenial Steg L
Observation Checklist -
B i nder (contmued) R | , _..,.Hu___m__w,,T,;,__,#_,ﬁ_i“.__?

© 1 Explore Words - BRI
Oberved Reﬂdlng B o' Placement: - Observad ,;_wnhns R e 7 o Exqu'ﬂF;_-w-u
Shows early phonemic I . BiEasy- " '___...__ Understands that fetters represent sounds P e
awareness i , :
B ' , ., BiIMed ______ Copleswords o ‘ _ -
o Knows that textdoes not - > L
" change from one reading . T — Uses let-ters to communicate . r '_I}{QM( b
to the next - o : : ; o .‘ Uses s mmal coisomagisto R :
Has concept of word 1 . .- - . represeritwords .
. Shows phonemic , - Bl Hﬂfd A A, Uses n'uhal consonanls regular]y to
- awaremess- - o B representﬂwords
__.. Iénows a]phabet letters ! B2Easy . _..__ Uses early phonehc spellmg . _' _ \P I’c:l
‘a.ndsounds - i ' Lo :
| ) _......__ " Bhows evidence of sentence slructure _
' g:c?f;mswh;f;‘s B2Med " Shows evidence of echtmg (e g, self-- A/\ / _ﬁ
ey o e " corrections, rewriting)

Shows i increasing
L vocabulary [

~ Uses muihp]e sentences to convey message

B2 Hard Demonstrates in wnhng a sense of story

s i'edTPK&

— 'Repmsents final’ ‘ BSEasy .__.___ Represents some medial consonants -

" Maiches spoken words j

- withtext Represents ﬁna] consonants

- -_.consonants i 4 -
. § 1 betw "
Co tly reads own E - gfat{;:;s hslpna;ces een words -sor.rAle
wnhng A o Lq‘r
. " B3IMed Represents vowelsounds . . . -
: Percewaspattemsm e P |
o pnnt Tosel : BSHard NI Places spaces between words regular]y U'\Q T
Retil: stories in own. 1 ST l i "Wntes” mdependentl}’
words | R ey
R B4 Easy - Usesbothu pen:ase and 1owercase letters N T p
Reads aloud to self R asy P My d‘h : :
' © ‘B&Med _;___ Uses mventwe spelhng much of the time N
— -Makes pred:ctlons about e
" stories ° ‘B4 Hard : - Undérstands that a sequence of Jetters - \BQ‘ J\N
_— . .. represents a sequence of sounds '
- Notices Pi!ﬂetualion T :
T N Correctly spells some hxgh-frequency
N Words'
i
; i
. L
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unknown words

e e e B -

Recogmzes 50% of the common }ugh
frequency words: - Sl

Recognizes regularly: spelled one- and -
hvo-syllable words

IR B

B L Generally uses punctuahon in readmg for
e meaning and with inflectidri-

Recognizes whather: iﬁvords friake sense in
oontext .

W

Uses knowledge of spelhng and context to
decode dxfﬁcult words -

" Cheds attempts 16 décods words‘sgaiﬁSt. ‘
.. knowledge of sound-symbo} relationships

Considers whether decoded words make
sense in the pnnt context
. revxsmns and' edlts

! -'i__'___._..i; Retells with : accurate deta:ls and sequence

Generally reads and understands complex.

}_s sentence struchue

""5\-

Makes pre:hchonsrwhen readmg
Recog;mzes cause ‘."_.anﬁed .
Self selects from a variety of genres o
Recogmzes charactenshcs ofdxﬁemnt gen.res

___.._..__u -Reads, avariety. of sentence. structures with,
‘ comprehensmn and ﬂuencr

:“Recognizes 70%:-of the common 1ugh
 frequency aierds: - AL

- ‘Extenids:or shodifies storigs- ;...
O Idenhﬁes basmstory elements RUR

Articulates new mformatzon gamed
~ from’ readmg and connects:16 personal
experience and other text -~

Reads own and others' wnh.ng and suggests -

-2

u'

aa——— e e e

) im Cl Har do.. ;__"____‘_~_~spelh.ng patterns (e g., double  letters, vowel

Cate . o B ,:,'-rf* Explore Words " : Dale A plel .
Chresd Readmg e AT T ocement Qbsemd Wrmng . B )
... Consistently recognizes patterns in print = Y 'Easyr.' e +Uses fulI mvenhve spe]hng conszstently= .
Uses a variety of strategies'to decode + Gl Med Demonstrates a developmg understandmg of ¢

: 'combmetlons)
SpeHs rnany hlgh-frequency words corxectly _ ‘
‘ Represents unt:al biends - !
i Begins to ad;ust own rules to spelhng | :
S _F?.‘.‘"e““"“s 2 C o e

Uses some punctuahon

W:;tes ma,ny sentences (some may be run-on)

Shows ewdence of seIf-con’ethon
Spells decodable words

‘Elaborates on ideas ify vmt:‘ng .

L _,;:. U b n“uore conventlonai sentence structures

Uses cap:tahzatxon

Begms tb tise-vowel w:th T

; *;. Writes i different genres _: .

r .

. ‘Uses silent ¢ rule occasionally

._.q fa

=}

2

Uses dLEferent types of sentence structures

Spells decodable two-syllable words correctly
' sometimes . ,

| Uses persona] expenences a.nd unagmahon to

convey ideas -

Im:orporates beglnmng and subsequent :
EREEEA eventsm ebones" T -

f— Elaborates on ldeas

e — Uses sﬂent e ruIe more frequently o

Grads' 1-Level Il Breckihrough toiLitefacy®
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D=2"9mde . &

el ST . ' : Explore Words. . Date - s . , : . y
Reading . ‘Plocement - Observed Wﬂhl_"lg : ’ : b
Independently réads aloud unfamiliar, . D1 Easy - - Uses some conventional spelling patterns -

" developmentally appropriate text with

accuracy and comprehension - o ‘D1 Med - Edits'with increased fl‘equem‘:y-

Connects the meaning between earlier and D1Bad - ___;___ Writes on dlfferent top:cs
. later parts of a given text ‘

Dernnnstrates early paragraphmg skills |

A —_— Récagm'zes when interpxetaﬁon of text does | : -

= not make sense and rereads i » T Qses.sﬂent ¢ rale conssstemly

: 'Reads a vari ety of b oi:i cs' : | | ! .._..__._ Sequences ideas log'icalIy

: Compares dlfferent orgamzauonal structures R — Uses I and.s-l_:vnlfads

~ o in text o - D2Easy w Uses initial three-letter blends _

- . 'Tracks charédérs situations and actions' ! D2Med i Represents plurals with s and es .

= _a:rosshmeandevents,mﬁchonand ) o s T o : :
i nonficien - _ o D2 Hard ! —_ Writes coherently on topic. . e
: Discusses authors dlffermg styles, dewces, : _ — . Uses i\ard and soft ¢ and g appropriately |

- and voice _ _ : : R S :

- i, Uses 'iréwel diphthongs (e.g., of, oy, ou, ow)
Sl Idenhﬁes llterary qual:l:es (e g., beginnings, : - P

- endings, theme development, piot, character) b L i Spells some dlgraphs r:orrect]y

- 'Recogmzes 85% of the. common }ugh~ N ' i ____ Spe]ls r—controlled vowe]s correctly . o

. frequency words ) o _ g':l
> : _ : Uses capxtahzatlon gqules - iR
-~ . Recognizes multisyllable words . - A : T Ry
- T g ‘ 4 , D3 Easy f Uses punct,uatlon regularly - - :H
- Consistently uses punctuation in reading | D3 Med | e T . o &
-~ for meaning and with inﬂection - Bt € i Uses longer, more grammahcal sentences g
: R Demonstrates ab:hty to read and mterpret D3 Hard — Generahzes sufﬁxes (e.g., ¢d, -es, '"’3) i
- different grammatical 5‘3’1“35 - i —- Spells many vowel dxgraphs correctly if
- _ : 7 R
! _Consistently reads and understands complex ! _

- T word i an d'seritence stru ctum . | } Spel]s preﬁxes and sufﬁxes correctly Q
- : Synmesmes information from text . T Tna:le:onr::: ;f:::s;c:;;:w fmd SEpara’tes

» Increases eomprehenslon of text through

- queshonmg and d1scussnon ' ‘ zr;tzi;topes‘ with a begmnm g. middle; - :
- ’ i
- ____ . Beginsto analyze nonhctlon authors’ . N
~ - . : Integrates developmenit of ideas into

- purpose, intention, and credibility - . f : paragraphing skills )

~ Recognizes 100% of the common high- '

~ frequency words : A S fge.l”lsvoy? ﬂﬂl_ﬁlﬁfgs’correcﬂy e

- : C ) D4 Easy - | e Uses'spelling rules and generalizes to -

~ | A - mulhsyllabu: words '

- © D4Med | .

- D4 Hard T Understands that each syllable hasa vowel ”7
- ' Uses spelling pattems with vowels regularly =
— _ ; {e.g. silent g, digraphs)
- ! i . .
; ' ; - - Uses different genres approps:-ately e
- : Spells most high-frequency words correctly
A .
; Spells words with irregularities correctly

- (e.g., -le, silent letters)
- S

- Writes with focus and clarity in presenting
- . ideas. _ X . .
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