ASSESSMENT META-COGNITIVE
All play in the Pre-K setting is a child’s way of learning, developing, practicing skills learned, experimenting with new ideas and preparing themselves for their future as a student. Everything that occurs in the early childhood classroom is a precursor to something they will do in elementary school. Scribbles develop a child’s ability to manipulate a writing instrument and soon they take form – forms that will become shapes, letters, numbers and illustrations. Block building reaches into math, language, science, social and emotional development, physical development, creative expression          /aesthetic development and even social studies. Manipulatives or “table-top” toys build a child’s spatial, mathematic and fine motor abilities. Dancing, outdoor play and other movement games build gross motor and coordination/balance strengths. Circle time or meeting time, builds a child’s skills at listening, communicating, thinking, evaluating, sharing, focusing, memorizing, and internalizing routines. 

Teachers must be active in the classroom as well. A teacher should float around during choice time or center play in order to evaluate where students are. During circle time it important for the teacher to listen and watch the students carefully to understand how they are receiving information. Whenever I read a book, I ask questions and invite the children to make lots of inquires and statements. There should be an equal amount of communication not only between students but between adults and children as well.

When it comes to recording information it can be as simple as keeping a small notebook close to me at all times and writing down what I see and hear. I can also write down my interpretations of what I saw, although I should keep this in some way separated from the objective form of my observations. Questions that I should be asking when I record include:
1. Who is involved? What are the names of the children present in the area that I am examining?

2. What time of day is it? What is today’s date?

3. What activity are the children engaged in? What are the rest of the children in the class doing?

4. What area of the classroom are the children involved in their activity?
5. What do I see them doing?

6. What do I hear them doing?
I need to remember to remain unbiased when I initially record the data. I want to create a very concise picture of what has happened so that I can go back and review these things. Such data can be very useful when I am trying to determine the developmental abilities of my students. For example, if I am trying to determine if one of my students “participates and plans in individual/group activities” (PK.CEA.7.2) and I have observations of that student playing in the block area with his/her friends, creating a tower, then I have proof of their capabilities. 

Often it can be difficult to write during the day because the classroom can be such an active place. However, if I can do it during my planning time or after school then it will be very helpful to me in knowing where my students are at. That way, I can know where they need to be challenged and where they need more help. 

