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THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

	Carmen Fariña,  Deputy Chancellor for Teaching and Learning 

	Elise Abegg, Director of Social Studies
52 Chambers Street  New York, New York 10007

(212) 374-7843

eabegg@nycboe.net


September 2005

Dear Social Studies Teachers and Administrators,

Welcome to a new school year. I hope you all took time over the summer to reflect on your practice and also to relax and spend time with your friends and families. We had an overwhelming response to our summer professional development introducing units of study and plan to help regions and schools continue this work. I invite you to visit our website, www.nycsocialstudies.org, for additional information and resources.
Many of you received the letter I sent out in June summarizing our progress in the teaching of social studies and outlining our expectations. Much of that letter is reproduced here to emphasize the goals of the New York City Department of Education in regard to the teaching of social studies.

As you know, we support an inquiry-based model of learning that engages all students. We expect teachers to be purposeful in their instruction, planning lessons with the needs, interests, and experiences of their students in mind. Both student mastery and retention are enhanced when student voices are part of the vibrant class discussion every day.
Social studies teaching should support the development of the skills and knowledge students will need to prepare them for life in the truly global 21st century. We expect the following:
· Lessons are planned around student needs.
· Lessons are scaffolded such that students increase skills and information in order to approach more challenging work independently.
· Teachers are guides, mediators, and facilitators.
· Teachers model the processes historians use in conducting research: locating, analyzing, and evaluating primary and secondary sources, artifacts, and images.
· Structures are created for students to engage in accountable talk. 

· Instruction is inquiry-based with genuine questioning.
· Units of study are planned around essential questions, problems posed by teachers, and questions posed by students.
· Student work is designed around authentic, research-based projects.
· Units of study include field trips whenever possible as an integral component of student research.
· Students are active participants in their own learning.
· The classroom contains a variety of reading materials, including assorted genres and reading levels.
· Assessment reflects what students know, not just what they do not know.
· Students are assessed formally and informally, through tasks, journals, tests, projects, conferences, and discussions.
· Students are engaged in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
· Critical thinking skills are embedded in instruction.
Thank you again for all that you do for our children. Have a great school year!

Sincerely,
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Elise Abegg

c. 
Carmen Fariña

Laura Kotch

Read Elise Abegg’s letter from September 2005.  By yourself, select FIVE important points and write them down in the left column.  With a partner, share your five selections and then come to an agreement on THREE really important points and record them in the center column.  Now, as a table, share your selections and come to consensus on the ONE single most important point about the teaching and learning of Social Studies.  Get ready to share your table’s most important point.

	FIVE (on your own)
	THREE (with a partner)
	ONE (as a table)

	1.

2.

3.
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