[image: image1.jpg]TEACH AMERICA



Student Achievement Toolkit 2006

Special Education

We have compiled the following resources to support you in achieving significant gains with your students.  Because you will teach students on varying grade levels and content areas, you may want to consider the resources here together with resources in the sections of this toolkit specifically focused on your grade level or teaching area.
Standards

It will be important for you to familiarize yourself with the grade level standards for your students regardless of the students’ functioning level.  We recommend reviewing all the relevant state standards for your grade level or content area, which can be found on the grade level or content area specific folders of this toolkit. 

Big Goals & Long Term Plans

Integral to your achievement of significant gains with your students will be the development of big goals and plans to attain these goals.  We have compiled some sample documents from corps members & alumni that may act as a guide as you plan for your classroom.

	Big Goals

	Sample Big Goals

	planning

	Sample Daily Plans
(addresses use of grouping and role of para professional)

Individual Student Goals
· blank template
· sample plan
Sample Writing Long-Term and Unit Plan 

· differentiated for Special Education students 

· includes monitoring forms


Assessments and Tracking

	Diagnostics:

· Six Quick Word-Identification Assessments
· Phonemic Awareness Inventory
· Reading Record
· Spelling 

Student Schedule Tracking and Calendar (how to keep track of when each child will be in and out of class for different Special Education services, i.e. occupational therapy, coaching)

· Sample Daily Plan that Accounts for Student Schedules
· IEP Goals Sequencing
· IEP Goals for ELA
· IEP Tracking
Differentiated Writing Assessments

· G1 & G2
· G3
· Sample ELA Tracking 1
· Sample ELA Tracking 2
Differentiated Math Assessments

· G1
· G2
· Math Mastery Chart
· Everyday Math Tracking
· Sample Math Tracking
Social Studies Tracking
Follow Kevin! – See how tracking plays out by following the progress of one student.




NOTE ON the IEP Process

1. Diagnose and determine ambitious IEPs. 
a. Review student’s previous IEP to gauge where your student ended the previous year.  

b. Administer diagnostics
 in all subjects for which your student receives services to gain a better understanding of his/her current level of functioning.  

c. Using the information gleaned from your diagnostics, review the IEP goals to determine whether or not they are ambitious.  (Ambitious goals are aligned with the grade-appropriate state standards and reflect a balance between reach and realistic.)

2. Assess and track students’ progress towards IEP goals.  The goal is for students to demonstrate mastery of IEP goals at 80% or higher.  

3. Evaluate progress at end of year.  Use the body of evidence collected over the course of the year and through summative end-of-year assessments to determine whether students have mastered individual IEP goals and what percentage of their total number of goals they have mastered.  

Additional Resources

Corps members and alumni have also found the following resources helpful in planning their instruction effectively.

	WRITING AMBITIOUS IEP GOALS

	· Checklist for Before You Conduct the 1st IEP Annual Review
· Guidelines for Drafting IEP Goals
· Tips for Writing Ambitious IEP Goals
· Rewriting IEP Goals
· IEP Character Traits
· IEP Goals and Objectives (30 pages of examples on how to translate standards into measurable IEP goals)

	Modifications and Accommodations

	· General Sample Modifications and Accommodations
· Sample Literacy Accommodations
· Sample Math Accommodations

	valuable resource lists

	· Tools for Supporting Special Educators
· Frequently Asked Questions
· Question to Ask a Special Education Teacher  (to ask yourself or teachers you observe)
· Teach For America’s Special Education National Network


� You may find that you have access to diagnostics that are specifically intended to assess achievement levels as a part of the IEP review process.  Be careful not to use these too often as they may lose their validity, (most tests require 3 years in between each administration).  You can use the same diagnostics that your colleagues teaching general education are using.


� You may find that your students’ annual IEP reviews are not due until much later in the year.  If your students are able to master their current goals before their annual date, you should call an IEP meeting to re-write a new set of ambitious goals. 





