Notes on Using the Resource CD: 

1)  The unit plans do not leave very much time for basics review.  Here are some strategies for incorporating basics review.  These strategies may also be used for re-teaching concepts that students may not have mastered the first time.  

2)  Some of the unit tests are very long because so many standards are being tested in one unit.  I included every standard in order to be comprehensive about what students may encounter on the statewide test, however many students will not have the stamina to sit through such long tests, especially at the beginning of the year.  Here are a few suggestions for addressing this:  

(i) Break up each unit (or the longer units) into two sections and give two separate unit tests (I think this is the easiest solution).

(ii) Eliminate standards that you think are unnecessary or that you may not have time to teach.

(iii) Find alternate methods of assessing certain standards.  

3)  The unit tests are organized by objective to make tracking as each as possible.  One thing that I find helpful is to jot the percentage of questions that a student got right separately for each standard as I am grading the test.  This way you can just type these numbers directly into your tracking sheets.  

Another idea (which can help to reinforce fraction(decimal(percent conversions) is to have students do this themselves.  This is a sample student tracking sheet that I used last year.  It can be easily modified to just fill in the objectives for your current unit.  When they receive a test back, students can just go through and fill in the percentage of questions they got correct for each objective.  When they get over 80% on an objective, I usually tell them to highlight it or check it off to show they have mastered that.  The columns that say “Mastery Date 2” and “Mastery Date 3” are in case they don’t get over 80% on the first try, they can fill in their new percentages once they do master that objective.  

4)  Here are some links to last year’s statewide tests and to last year’s sample tests.  I find past tests to be one of the best resources for preparing my students for the exams.  

2006 Sample Tests 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/3-8/math-sample/home.htm
2006 Actual State Tests

http://www.nysedregents.org/testing/mathei/06exams/home.htm
5)  Here is a sample lesson plan template that I use daily.  It’s very similar to the TFA template, but has a bit more space if you like to handwrite lesson plans.  I also like it because it includes a space for conferences which my assistant principal had requested I include on every lesson plan.  It’s easily adaptable if there are other things like this you need to add in.  

 6)  Here are some other helpful lesson planning websites I have used in the past.  

Illuminations: A searchable database of standards-based lesson plans from the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.  In particular, I have found some great inquiry-based lesson ideas on this website. 

http://illuminations.nctm.org
Marco Polo: Marco Polo is a searchable collection of lesson plans and other resources for K-12 teachers of all content areas.  The second website (nyiteez.org) aligns the same lesson plans found in Marco Polo to the New York State Learning Standards for each grade. 

http://www.marcopolo-education.org/home.aspx
http://www.nyiteez.org/MarcoPoloNY/alignment.php
PBS TeacherLine and TeacherSource:  TeacherSource is a searchable collection of lesson plans, while TeacherLine is a professional development website for math teachers.  It also has a collection of interactive applets that can be used for demonstrations if you have computer access in your classroom. 

http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/math.htm
http://teacherline.pbs.org/teacherline/resources/math.cfm
Thirteen.org:  United Streaming, or EdVideo Online, is a collection of educational video clips and more related to every content area.  Some videos simply teach students a new topic while others are effective for demonstrating real life application of math concepts.  You do need a User ID and password to be able to access and download United Streaming content.  During the 2005-06 school year, all NYC public school teachers were able to create free passwords.  United Streaming is currently in the process of reaching a new agreement for the 2006-07 school year.  Check their website for the latest information on how to access this resource. 

http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/edvideo/
