Strategies for Basics Review or for Re-Teaching

1)  Have a general basics review at the first day of each unit.  Use this time to review concepts that are important for that unit in particular and to assess which students might need extra support over the course of the unit.  For example, a review before the 6th grade measurement unit might include a review of 5th grade measurement concepts that are essential to understanding volume and capacity.  

2)  Systematically diagnose your students’ basic skills at the beginning of the year in all strands or over the course of each unit (the MAP pre- and post- tests are a very solid basic skills diagnostic tool for each grade).  Use these results to target individual or small groups of students who need help with a particular skill prior to using that skill in class.  

3)  Teacher-Assisted Instruction is an excellent program for honing basic skills at any grade level.  I find it effective for middle school because students are at such different places with their basic calculation skills and TAI is very easy to differentiate.  You may find that you need to create more advanced work for students who are already solid on their basic skills during TAI time or provide them with other work once they have mastered all the TAI booklets (this will take some time).  TAI is also an excellent motivational tool for investing students in math class and ensuring that every student is successful. 

4)  Incorporate basic skills review into the Do Now prior to using it in a lesson.  Be careful to select questions that the majority of your class will be able to answer without help.  

5)  Mental Math activities are an excellent tool for helping students to build number sense and estimation skills.  They are fun for students and can also be used to refresh students memory of basic concepts.  Mental math activities are also great sponge activities to fill a few extra minutes at the end of a period.  

Example of a mental math question: Find the number of innings in a baseball game divided by the number of sides of a triangle times the number of states in the US.  

Answer: 9/3 * 50 = 150
6)  Math games like 4 Corners, Math Jeopardy, dice games, multiplication war, etc. are all useful for reinforcing basic skills in a fun way. 


Four Corners: Have four students (or four pairs of students if they want to work in teams) each stand in one corner of the room.  You say a math problem and the first student (or team) to say the correct answer is allowed to take one step.  Each team has the goal of being the first to tag out the team diagonally opposite them.  

Math Jeopardy:  Set up a Jeopardy-style game show in your class with several topics and questions in increasing difficulty (pretty self-explanatory).  

Dice Games: Students compete for points by rolling a pair of dice.  The first student to say the sum (or product) of the two numbers gets a point. 

Multiplication War: Each student starts with half a deck of cards.  Each student puts out one card at the same time (like in war).  The first student to call out the product of the two cards wins and takes the two cards.  The goal is to end up with the entire deck of cards (like in war).

This game can also be played with integers to reinforce integer operations.  Red cards stand for positive numbers and black cards stand for negative numbers.  The first student to call out the sum (or product) of the two integers wins and takes the two cards.  The goal is to end up with the entire deck of cards (like in war). 
7)  Incorporate review questions into homework assignments and at the end of classwork assignments.  You can even add on a few review questions to the end of a quiz or test to see how students are doing with them.  Make sure that students understand the purpose of assigning questions they are not currently studying.  Many textbooks (including Impact) have “mixed review” sections at the end of each set of HW problems that are useful for this. 
