Explanation of Secondary Social Studies Standards









Each Standard listed below has specific components that comprise the overall standard itself. The standards are vague and therefore can be easily incorporated into your lesson plans. Most lessons will have elements of more than one standard within them. 
Standard 1: U.S. History and New York History

Any time that your lesson has to do with the United States in general you can attack standard 1 to your list of standards for that lesson. In a lesson plan leave an area to designate the standards utilized and then cite them in the space provided on the lesson plan. For example, if I was creating a lesson on how the US became involved in World War I, I would more than likely talk about the US (Standard 1), What the sides of the war were and who was on what side (Standard 2), Where the countries of these alliances were located (Standard 3), and how the President/Congress decided to become involved in the war (Standard 5). I would simply list the standards on my lesson plan as follows: 

Standards Used: 1,2,3,5
Keep it simple. Make the standards visible in the lesson plan and on your board for administrative purposes. 
Standards 2: World History

Any time you incorporate a foreign countries, their history, their leaders, or their influences you can include standard 2 in your lesson plan. Just think to yourself, am I discussing world history outside of the United States, if yes, then incorporate standard 2 into your plan just as described above. 
Standard 3: Geography

Any time you utilize maps, map skills, geographic features, landforms, or location you should add standard 3 into your lesson plan description. Ask yourself, am I going to show a map of what countries were involved in NATO? If yes, then include standard 3. Are you talking about the ancient civilizations and their river valleys? Standard 3 should be listed in your plan as well. 
Standard 4: Economics
You should include standard 4 any time economic changes, decisions, or policies are discussed. If you are talking about styles of economies, economic problems, depressions, inflation, trade, factors of production, the industrial revolution components, goods and services, and consumption you can include standard 4 in the lesson. 
Standard 5: Civics, Politics, and Government
Any time you make use of the role of government, leadership, monarchs, or the role of the citizen you should add standard 5 to your lesson plan. If you are talking about any of the revolutions in history and you speak about the policies or reactions of the government that should be standard 5. If you talk about political systems, the Enlightenment, the power of leaders throughout history standard 5 can be used in the lesson plan. The political changes made, the decisions of government, and beyond capture this standard. 
