Overview of Assessments

FORMAL:  Assessments in which the students can recognize that they are being assessed.  A teacher usually assigns some sort of grade to the assessment, and the students are often given a rubric ahead of time so that they can prepare to be tested on those skills.  Some types of formal assessments are listed as follows:

· Diagnostics

· End of Unit/Chapter Tests

· Quizzes

· Running Records

· Projects

· Slate Assessments

· Reports

· Writing Responses

· Reading Responses

INFORMAL:  Assessments based off the teacher’s notes or observations in the classroom.  These type of assessments may not be obvious to students, but are a crucial part of tracking student progress and collecting student data.  Some types of informal assessments are listed as follows:

· Daily Notes

· Observations

· Slate Assessments

· Homework

· Conferences

· Exit Slips

When assessing student progress, it is imperative to have both types of assessment in order to reach as many different types of learners as possible.  Assessments can be differentiated and scaffolded much like daily classwork as well.

